Youth Ministry Committee – Minutes for May 2009
To encounter the loving God, to learn to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ, to share the Good News, to change the world.


The Youth Ministry Committee did not meet this month due to the many activities taking place and no major issues to discuss.  In April and May our various teams met to finalize activities for the spring and plan the entire summer.

Youth Ministry highlights for MAY 2009:
1. Confirmation

a. This spring we had two eighth graders participate in our Confirmation Class led by Nina Moede and Rev. Caressa Murray.  Henry Haws and Kellen Gregory learned about prayer, Christian history, spiritual gifts, the creeds and confessions, God’s Word, the Trinity, worship and sacraments, and produced their own statements of faith.  Then they each met with members of session to discuss the topics they studied and their statements of faith.  
b. Our teachers were Dennis Waehner, Mary Lawrence, Watson Dupont, Rev. Mark Cooper, Nina Moede, Rev. Caressa Murray, Elizabeth Stoltz, and James Kinzler.  Mentors were Joe Schwartz and Robert Cravens.

c. Henry and Kellen will go before session at the stated meeting on May 26, and then before the congregation on Sunday, May 31, during the early service.

2. Car Wash

a. The youth held a car wash fundraiser on May 3 and had great success raising $690 towards their summer camps and mission trips. Youth and parents attended early service and then held the car wash during the 11:00 service and potluck.  This timing proved successful and we will look to do something similar in the fall.

3. Youth Musical

a. Over Memorial Day weekend, our young people performed their youth musical, “I.M.A.G.E.”  The dinner and musical fundraiser was a HUGE success and profited over $2500 towards summer camps and mission trips.

b. Commendations go to: Glenn and Geri Foster (directors), Jennifer Carr and her dinner crew, the AV team (Nathan Grunden, Daniel Shipman, Aresha Bagheri, Daniel Black and Chuck Moede), Joan McMillan and Carol Kloves (decorations), all parents who helped with set design, construction, props, costumes, publicity, and brought their youth to rehearsals.  And last but not least, OUR YOUTH who did an outstanding job once again!
4. Luncheon for WPC high school juniors, seniors, and current college students.  
a. The transition from high school into college can be overwhelming and full of questions and unknowns.  So, the YMC held a luncheon on Sunday, May 24, to provide the opportunity for high schoolers to ask questions about college life, and for our current college students to share their wisdom and experiences.  We had 6 high schoolers and 4 college students share an insightful discussion about the benefits and challenges of life after high school.  
b. The students in attendance found this luncheon to be very helpful and requested we do more to help our high schoolers transition into college and the work force.  We also learned that our current college students would like more opportunities to get together during winter and summer breaks and shared how the church can better support and communicate with them while away at college.  

5. Graduate Recognition

a. On Sunday, May 31, we will recognize our high school and college graduates.  There will be a special prayer during both services and a brochure with pictures and brief bios on our graduates.  A reception will be held in the Fellowship Hall foyer after the second service.
6. Sunday school 

a. Sunday school classes have been going well with good attendance and talented teachers.  This summer our youth will look at familiar bible stories from different angles.  Our Sunday school teams will also be creating and designing a three year Sunday school plan for our junior high and a four year plan for our senior high youth.
b. “Move Up” Sunday will be June 14, when our current fifth graders move into junior high youth group and our current eighth graders move into senior high.  

7. Wednesday Nights – Series on “Dating” for Senior Highs 

a. For our Wednesday night programs this summer, our junior high youth will be on hiatus while our senior high will be meeting in members’ homes for a special series on dating.  

8. Senior High Mission Trip

a. Sunday, June 28, through Saturday, July 4, our senior high youth will be traveling to Bridge City, Texas, to work with the Southeast Texas Interfaith Organization on Hurricane Ike Recovery.  Our youth will engage in construction, painting and working in a resale shop.  
b. The adult sponsors are: James Kinzler, Watson Dupont, John Grady, Carlos Noriega, Hugh Evans, Janice Smith-Bagheri, Lynn Snowden and Rev. Caressa Murray.  We have twenty youth signed up so far, with two of these being friends of our youth.
9. Junior High Jubilee

a. Sunday, July 5, through Thursday, July 9, eight junior high youth will attend PCUSA’s Junior High Jubilee at Mo-Ranch.  Our junior high will enjoy a week of worship, small groups, Bible study, music, a high ropes course, group bonding and water fun in the beautiful Texas Hill Country.  
b. The adult sponsors are: Kevin Snowden and Linda Thomas.

10. Synod Youth Workshop

a. Sunday, July 12, through Saturday, July 18, our senior high youth will attend PCUSA’s Synod Youth Workshop at the University of Tulsa.  Our senior high youth will be split into small groups with youth from all over our Synod of the Sun to participate in Bible study, worship, group building, service projects, a variety show, music and lots of fun!  We have sixteen youth signed up, with five of these youth “adopted” from other Presbyterian churches that needed traveling companions.  

b. The adult sponsors are: Sandy Murphy, Geri Foster and a male sponsor TBD.  

11. Junior High Mission Weekend

a. For the first time, our junior high will participate in a mission trip.  Friday, July 31, through Sunday, August, 2, our junior high youth and adult sponsors will participate in a variety of mission projects: ICM resale shop sorting clothes and food, Galveston Humane society, Galveston Parks and Recreation, and Bolivar Recovery.  Lodging will be at the High Island Retreat Center.  Plans are currently being finalized and sign up will begin June 1st.  
12. Youth Cluster Events – Southeast Houston cluster of PCUSA churches

a. Our youth are extending their hand of hospitality to our neighboring Presbyterian churches.  This summer the WPC youth will host two Youth Cluster Events for the youth groups in our Southeast Houston cluster of New Covenant Presbytery churches.  There will be a Cookout and Pool Party on Saturday, June 27, and then a Cookout and Astros Game on Friday, July 24.  We anticipate this being a great opportunity for our young people to interact with other Presbyterian youth as well as build relationships between our churches and youth groups.  
