                                                    Children's  Ministry Team Minutes

                                                                      May  21 , 2008.

Our Vision: We will prepare our children to go out into the world as Christians.

Attendees: Cathy Black, elder ; Rachel Boeckenhauer,  Richard Koester, Caressa Murphy, pastor;  Linda Smith- Gregory, Sunday School Superindent.

Absent: Lauren Balletto,  Al Strahan,  Wendy Noriega.

Our committee meeting opened with a devotional  on making a difference :and prayer by Cathy  Black. Our vision and mission statements were read to focus our discussions .

Special welcome to Caressa Murphy our new Associate Pastor of Youth, Children and Families 

 Vacation Bible School ( VBS)

Planning is well underway for Discovering Jesus` Miraculous Power through VBS June 9-12th. Our Celebration Service is scheduled for June 15, 200 at 8:30 AM. .Registration  for our budding scientists and sign up of Adult and Youth volunteers will be in the narthex before and after both services  for the next two Sundays There is also on line registration. .Local community newspapers  have  recently published submitted articles announcing this event. Children's Ministry and Worship team's elders will be meeting with the pastors this coming week to discuss the Sunday morning VBS Celebration  Service. Heritage Presbyterian Church, Houston  has inquired about assistance with their VBS. They will be using the same curriculum mid July. The team has eagerly  offered our  supplies . Caressa will be coordinating this excellent mission opportunity. Richard has volunteered to provide packing boxes.

Summer Programs

Our fifth graders will be moving up to Junior High PYC after VBS on 6/15/08.Cathy will contact John Grady, youth elder about transitioning the 5th graders. The Balloon Fest Curriculum will continue through 6/29/08. July 6th we will join the Youth  Mission Trip presentation  and provide nursery for the preschooler and younger.  At present the only childcare requests above Sunday morning are from the Women's Retreat Committee ; New Member's Team and the Shrimp Boil. Linda will follow up via e mail to see if there are any other upcoming childcare needs. The Children's Ministry Team is planning a summer pool party for families tentatively set for early August. The team will not be having a July meeting.

Growing in God's Love (GIGL) 

Our goal is to focus on getting our children more involved in Worship. We will continue to provide GIGL each Sunday but focus on educating parents and children  about the importance of Worship. We are exploring different methods of promoting our Sunday School classes.

Background Checks

Special commendations to Linda for setting us up with Shepherd's Watch through Church Volunteer Central . This service will perform our background checks. All VBS adult and youth volunteer's  will be completed in the next two weeks. Carissa and Linda plan on establishing a data base to track these checks.

Shepherd's Appreciation Sunday

Twelve shepherds and child caregivers attended our 5/11/08 Appreciation Breakfast. Our special quests enjoyed being served homemade “pizza quiches” and refreshments by the children. Each volunteer left with a homemade card ; an appreciation gift bag and hugs from the children. Special recognition was given to our shepherds and childcare staff during both Worship Services. Commendations to the following Sunday School Shepherds  and childcare workers: Diane Kane and Mary Sumrall- Sydnor,preschool; Laureen Balletto. Jenny Cowan, Freeman Gregory, Richard Koester ,Wendy Noriega and Sandy Murphy, kindergarten - 3rd grade; Brenda Faxel and Kim Luedde, grade 4 and 5; Maria Atanasova, Kristen Green and James Kent, child caregivers. Each and every Sunday  these dedicated loving individuals make a difference in the life of our children. Special commendations to Linda  Smith - Gregory, who enthusiastically  oversees all the Children's  programs. 

Children's/ Youth Safety Commission 

We are getting our team together. This sub Committee of Children's and Youth Ministries will address Safety Issues . Linda has initiated updating First Aid kits in all the classrooms. Micheal Cooper has agreed to provide  a CPR/ First Aid Course for shepherds, nursery staff and youth volunteers. We are targeting mid to late August for our next class.

Parent Meetings

Plans are beginning  made for a Sunday School Open House/ Parent's Pow wow late September. This will give parents an opportunity to visit the classroom and meet the teachers. Parent's suggestions and input is always welcome. We will update parents on action plan implementations  from last pow wow.

Wednesday Night Kids Klub

 Our group is growing. After a fun final week 5/14/08 we are going to take a summer hiatus. Volunteers are needed for the fall session.

The Meeting was closed with prayer by Cathy Black.

 Next Meeting is June  18, 2008. 

Respectfully Submitted by Cathy Black, Children's Ministry Elder

