May 27, 2008


Meeting Room
The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting on Tuesday, May 27, 2008, in the Meeting Room.  The meeting was opened with a devotion and prayer by the Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper at 7:10 p.m.

The following members of Session were present:

· Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper;

· Associate Pastor Caressa Murray; and,

· Active Elders, Cathy Black, Jeanette Chase, Jennifer Carr, Tye Cowan, John Dewey, Watson Dupont, Gene Fisseler (Clerk), John Grady, Johnny Jones, John Jordan, Diane Kane, James Kinzler, Mary Lawrence, Al Manson, Roy Phillips, Mike Stearns, and Dennis Waehner.

The following members of Session were excused:

· Pastor Helen DeLeon; and,
· Active Elders, Dan Hunter and Melissa Moede.
Treasurer Pat Koester was also present.

A quorum was declared by the Clerk and the Agenda for the meeting was approved.

New Members – The Moderator welcomed Shallon Barboza, 2008 Chair of the New Member Team, who introduced Irene Case who had expressed a desire to become a full member of Webster Presbyterian Church.  After learning a bit about Ms. Case, including that she was once before a member of this church, Rev. Cooper asked a series of questions regarding her faith and commitment to the church.  Being satisfied with her answers, the Session voted to receive Irene Case into Full Membership of Webster Presbyterian Church by letter of transfer.  
The Session voted to approve minutes of the:
· April 22, 2008 Stated Meeting of Session;
· May 10, 2008 Called Meeting of Session; and,
· May 11, 2008 Called Meeting of Session.
Treasurer’s Report - The Session received the Treasurer’s report.  
Clerk’s Report 


Statistical Report


Individuals
Families
Comments
Membership as of April 22, 2008
710

 397



      

Gains:



Transfer of Letter 


+ 0

 + 0
   



Reaffirmation of Faith 

+ 2

 + 2
  Barnette, Rodgers




Profession of Faith & Baptism
+ 8 

 + 0
  Confirmands

Losses:



Transfer of Letter 


– 0

 – 0
   



Removal from Roll 


– 0

 – 0





Death
 



– 0

 – 0
   


Membership as of May 27, 2008

720

 399

Baptized persons who’ve 

   not made Professions of Faith: 
+137               (-6) Confirmands, Dams 

    

Total children, youth and adults: 
857
Baptisms performed:
· Emma Sophia Dam, born March 3, daughter of Susan Braeuer (member) and Christopher Matthew Dam, and granddaughter of members Kathy and Harry Braeuer
· Christopher Matthew Dam, son of Mark and Angeles Dam, born March 22, 1977

Offsite Weddings performed: 
· Sheri Lynne Klug and Donald William Boonstra (non-members); officiated by Pastor Helen DeLeon on March 26, 2008
Funerals:  
· A service was held for Tip Tindall on May 4, 2008
New Business

The Session voted to approve the baptisms of: 

· Justice James Rodgers, born November 21, 1999;

· Jordan Elizabeth Rodgers, born December 29, 2001; and,

· Jayleigh Kay Rodgers, born September 19, 2003

All children of Ashley (member) and David Rodgers.
Committee/Team Actions and Reports
· Administration

· Communication – The Communication reported that the church newsletter has a new look, due to being published by the church secretary on our new color copier.  The church member photo directory is behind schedule, but efforts are underway to wrap it up.
· Personnel – The job description for the Associate Minister for Youth, Children, & Families will be reformatted and finalized.  Review and revision of the Personnel Policies is underway.
· Stewardship & Finance – The team along with Pastor Cooper led a discussion about developing a better sense of stewardship at WPC, rather than simply focusing on stewardship for a few weeks each year. The Session voted to approve opening of a new mutual fund account (AIM) by the Treasurer to receive shares of stock gifted by a member of the congregation.
· Buildings & Grounds – Two Administration Building air conditioner units were replaced over the past several weeks.  Our B&G team will work Matt Kibikas, 14 year old son of Cindy Kibikas to identify a suitable project to satisfy his requirements for Eagle Scout.   A small team will replace the moisture-damaged exterior doors that lead into the Education Wing HVAC room.  
· Care of Members

· Care – Stephen Ministry training is complete with commissioning of new team member scheduled for July 13.  The Deacons are set to support the Summer Round Tables during the Sunday School hour in June.
· Fellowship – On July 5, there will be a potluck lunch following the 11:00 worship service to celebrate Helen’s fifth anniversary at WPC.  On July 27, a reception will be held in the Fellowship Hall at 4:30 p.m. in conjunction with Pastor Caressa’s 3:00 p.m. installation service.
· Christian Nurture Ministry
· Adult Ministry – Preparations are complete for the Summer Round Tables.  The members of Session, as the spiritual leaders of the congregation, were encouraged to participate on Sundays.
· Youth Ministry – The Session voted to approve the celebration of communion during the Youth Mission Trip to Colorado in June.
· Children’s Ministry – Preparations for Vacation Bible School (June 8 through 12) are complete.  
· Mission – The Mission Team is considering ways WPC can support Heritage Presbyterian Church which recently lost the majority of its membership and financial support.
· Outreach – The sign committee continues to meet with sign vendors and consider alternatives – style, size, material, and location.  Church brochures have been placed in more than a half dozen motel lobbies along Bay Area Boulevard between Interstate 45 and Space Center.
· Worship – The team continues to work on the new sanctuary projection system.  Fourteen members of the congregation have indicated interest in serving as lay readers during worship.
Old Business
The Commissioners who represented WPC at the recent Presbytery meeting reported that the most notable item was that there was a new church in the Presbytery, the third to become part of our Presbytery in recent months.

Pastors’ Reports
Mark Cooper – taking stock after just two years at WPC, he is happy to say he and Jill feel this is a good place to be and things only seem to be getting better.
Caressa Murray – expressed her excitement to be here at WPC; she has been busy with Austin Seminary graduation ceremonies, where she and her husband Jonathan both received their degrees; and, she reported that she had been ordained at her home church over the previous weekend.

Next Meeting
The next Stated Meeting of Session will be Tuesday, June 24, at 7:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room.
The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer by the Moderator at 9:10 p.m. 


Gene Fisseler









Clerk of Session

