CHRISTIAN NURTURE COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES

Monday, May 26, 2008

Attending:

Cathy Black, Chair, Children’s Ministry Committee

John Grady, Chair, Youth Ministry Committee

Al Manson, Chair, Adult Ministry Committee

Rev. Helen P. DeLeon, Pastor Liaison

Caressa Murray, Pastor Liaison

Unable to Attend:

John Dewey, Chair, Christian Nurture Committee

The meeting opened with prayer at 7:00 p.m., with Rev. Helen DeLeon acting as moderator in the absence of Committee Chair, John Dewey.

Each Chair reported on the plans and activities of their Committees.

Children
VBS will run from June 8-12.  A few more volunteers are still needed.  Online registration is going well.  The VBS service will be held at 8:30 a.m., Sunday, June 15.  Fifth graders will promote to Junior High during the Sunday School hour on June 15.

Pastors Helen and Caressa have made contact with Heritage PC to offer assistance with its VBS.  The offer was received with much enthusiasm, and the coordinators at Heritage are to get in touch with Caressa next week.  The Children’s Committee and the VBS coordinators at WPC are excited about this ministry opportunity.  The extent of WPC’s involvement will be determined by Heritage’s needs.

The transition to Shepherd’s Watch for background checks has been made, and Linda and Caressa are actively pursuing getting background checks on all who work with youth and children.  These will be maintained regularly.  A Safety Committee is being formed that will include members of both the Children and Youth Ministries, along with a member-at-large from the congregation.  Three members of the Children’s Ministry have been identified, as has a member-at-large; still to be identified are members from the Youth Ministry.  

There will be no Wednesday programming for children this summer, and Linda has asked that requests for child care for summer be placed as soon as possible.  

The G.I.G.L. program continues to grow (averaging 10-15 children per Sunday), and more volunteers are needed.

Parents’ Meetings to evaluate the past year and to gain input for future planning will be held in September.  Plans for Wednesday programming are underway, and will include the Get Ready, Get Set, Worship curriculum to help children learn and understand the worship service.  A program for parents to help their children worship is being planned, as well.  

Another CPR class is being planned for August.

Rally Day is scheduled for September 7, and the Planning Team is being formed.  Representatives are needed from Children, Youth, and Adult Ministries.

The Children will join the Youth and Adults on Sunday, July 6, to hear the Youth Mission Trip report.

Youth
The musical was a great success.  They tally for funds raised is not yet complete, it appears that well over 200 people attended the musical over the two nights.  One person has generously donated four full scholarships as a result of attending the musical.

The senior high youth will leave for their mission trip to Colorado after the first worship service on June 15, and will return on June 22.  The junior highs are going to Mo Ranch for their mission trip this summer.  Six youth have signed up for the Synod Youth Workshop in Oklahoma.  Caressa is a speaker at the workshop, and will go as one of the adult sponsors.  Another adult sponsor is needed.

A Youth Worship Team has been set up, and 10 youth have signed up to participate.

On July 6, the Youth will sponsor an intergenerational Sunday School class to report on their mission trip.  Al will report this to the Adult Sunday School Team and the Adult Ministries Committee and will work communicate Jane Markley, who is coordinating the Summer Round Tables.

Adult
Summer Round Tables begin June 1.  The Adult Ministries Committee has moved its meeting up to June 5 in order to debrief the first class in order to make any adjustments that will ensure its success over the summer.

Planning is underway for the fall and winter schedules for Sunday School classes.  The fall line-up so far includes the Pastor’s Class taught by Rev. Mark Cooper, a class to be taught by Ed Tobia, and one to be taught by Mary Lawrence.  Ed and Mary’s classes are about five weeks each, so two more classes will be added to fill in to Advent.  Earline Willcott has been approached about teaching a class during the second half of the fall season.  Pastor Helen DeLeon and Tony LeCara both have agreed to teach in the winter quarter.

The Adult Ministries Committee is working on a questionnaire to determine how best to offer Christian education classes for adults.

The Committee is in the process of developing a Special Events Planning Board that will plan one or two seminars to be held at WPC annually, one to be focused primarily on the needs of the congregation and one that will be designed to draw in people from the community.

Pastor Helen is planning to meet with young adults in the near future to discuss with them their ministry needs.

The meeting was closed with prayer at 8:00 p.m.

