Adult Ministry Committee Minutes

May 8, 2008

Motions for Session Approval: None.
The meeting began with devotion at 6:30 on May 8, 2008. Attending were Rev. Helen DeLeon, Liz Loynes, Jane Markley, Bill Dixon and Al Manson. 

Summer Round Tables

The Sunday School Team reported that they are excited about the upcoming Summer Round Tables and that they discussed ways to increase the probability of success.  Because no other classes are being planned for the summer it is absolutely necessary that the Summer Round Tables is successful. The Sunday School Team decided it was imperative that all our church members be made aware of this event.  Each team member was asked to think about ways we can encourage our friends to participate in this event.

Jane Markley reported that planning is almost complete and that she has provided a list of requested duties for the Deacons.  She also suggested that we provide a bulletin insert advertising the Summer Round Tables during May and possibly June.  It was decided to make posters advertising this event and suggested wording was discussed.  It was also decided that another newsletter article should be submitted for the June newsletter.  Jane showed the committee a sample stand that will be used to display Deacon names and Zone numbers on each table.

Pastor Helen volunteered to prepare verbal announcements for morning worship the last two Sundays in May and possibly June, if it is appropriate.

Liz asked if we could get a list of the people in our Deacon zone.  She suggested that we each personally invite these people rather than depend on our Deacons to do all the inviting.  We will try to find out if a list is available.

Fall and Winter Christian Education Curriculum

It was reported that the Sunday School Team discussed the fall curriculum in detail and addressed a number of ideas.  The Team decided that the optimum number of classes provided at one time is three.  The fall session would run from September 14 until November 30, the beginning of Advent.  

Potential classes discussed were “The Pastor’s Class” (subject TBD), a class associated with “human suffering” led by Ed Tobia and a class about “moving from belief to experience” led by Mary Lawrence.  It was also suggested that we ask Earline Willcott to lead a class on “empathetic listening and Christian care giving”.  Helen volunteered to contact other ministers and/or Presbytery leaders who might be available to teach Sunday morning classes as Steve Spidell did during April.

For the Winter Session, Pastor Helen will consider teaching two classes.  The first is titled: “Discovering God’s Vision for Your Life: You and Your Spiritual Gifts”.  This class will take 16 weeks to complete.  The second is a discussion class using the book: “Messy Spirituality”.  Helen also volunteered to look at the “We Believe” series to see what is available for the Winter Session.  It was also suggested that we consider providing a class based on the book “If you want to walk on water, you have to get out to the boat”.  

Questionnaire

The Sunday School Team also reported that they are preparing a brief questionnaire to better understand the desires of WPC members for Sunday morning group study.  The Team hopes to finalize the questionnaire at their June meeting.  It was suggested that we discuss the questionnaire with experts in the church.  It was agreed that a questionnaire “Teaser” should be submitted for the June newsletter. 

Covenant Group

The Committee approved a request from one of the Covenant Groups to study the book, “Messy Spirituality” by Michael Yaconelli.  

Special Events

The Committee selected nine primary candidates, and four alternates as Special Events Board Members.  The Committee also approved a letter of invitation for these Board Members.  These selections and the letter will be discussed with Rev. Cooper later this month.

Time and Talent

Results of the Time and Talent survey, related to Adult Ministry activities, were discussed and it was determined that many of the respondents were already involved in these activities.  Ideas were shared for making the best use of the volunteers not currently engaged. 

Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 19, from 6:30 until 8:00 p.m.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Al Manson, Chairman 

