Mission Committee Minutes – 04/01/07

May
Mission Committee Meeting 
05/06/07
1:30 pm – 3:30pm

Meeting Room
Please note: our next meeting will be June 3, 2007 at 1:30.
	Members in Attendance:
	Members Unable to Attend:

	Arland Actkinson

Bud Allison

Carl Allen, Chair

Helen DeLeon, Staff Liaison
Edna Arnold
Kimberly Glaus-Late

Phyllis Koenig

Pat Koester

D’Ann Leech

Coco Motley

Marjorie Seiter
Elizabeth Spivey

Ann Taylor

	Joe Halloin




· The meeting was opened with a devotion.

· Institute for Civility in Government

We were blessed to have a presentation from Cassandra Dahnke, Tomas Spath, and Vanessa Winton on their trip to Washington in April with 10 high school students from Furr High School.  WPC donated funds to support one student.  The trip was packed with horizon broadening activities including meetings with Rep. Gene Green, Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee and Rep. Al Green.  The trip was considered life changing by some of the students. 
Contact information:

Cassandra Dahnke: 713-444-1254

Tomas Spath: 281-782-4454

· Habitat

Our next Habitat day is 5/19/07.
· ESL

Classes are going well.  We are wrapping up the year with an assessment test to be given on 5/27/07. The teaching team plans to take the summer off and pick classes up again in the fall.

· Central America Trip

As of the deadline, only 4 people were interested in this trip.  A minimum of 8 people were required so the trip has been canceled.  
· Pentecost Offering

The Pentecost Offering will be received on 5/27.  Our portion will be equally distributed to:

· ICM for childcare scholarships

· Webster Technology Center

· Communities in Schools    

Ann Taylor volunteered to provide a minute for mission on 5/27 at 8:30.  
· Louisiana Mission Trips

The youth are planning on going to Louisiana in June to help with reconstruction activities.  Approximately 29 students and 6 adults will attend.  An adult mission trip is being planned.
· Christmas International House

Christmas International House will be held on 12/18/07-1/3/08.  The steering committee is meeting and will generate a proposal on how to support this initiative including costs etc.  A motion will be taken to Session to request approval to sell Christmas International House Christmas cards to raise funds.  Additional fund raising activities might be planned.
· Crop Walk

We have been asked to sponsor the Crop Walk this year and next.  The walk is approximately 3 miles long and would most likely be through the neighborhoods near the church.   Ann Taylor will gather together some information to describe what “sponsoring” the crop walk entails and we will need to take a motion to session for approval.  Kimberly volunteered to assist with coordination. 

· Blood Drive

Our next blood drive is Sunday, 6/17.  Elizabeth Spivey will coordinate blood drive recruitment.

· WPC Patriots

Plans are in work and include helping a school in Iraq that has no supplies, helping Steve Schulz’s deployed platoon with care packages, and various donations including batteries.  If anyone would like to donate money, checks can be made out to the church with a notation that it is for WPC Patriots. 
· Our Missionary, Vicki Smith 
We discussed using the $1000 budgeted for the Guatemala trip to subsidize a visit or provide supplies to Vicki.  Vicki has sent us a newspaper article featuring the children of Iona Preparatory school, pictures of a Caribbean baptism, and pictures from rally day at Immanuel United Church, the church she is attending in Jamaica.  Marjorie will contact Vicki to see if she is planning on coming home for a visit this year.  Marjorie will also request a proposal from Vicki on how she would utilize a $500 subsidy.    

The Mission Committee would like to extend its gratitude to Richard Koester and Diane Kane for their help with investigating alternatives for shipping supplies to Vicki.
· International Partnership
The goal of this activity is to generate a people-to-people relationship via a study trip or hands-on mission trip with an international group or organization. 
Helen reported that CUPS works on the border of Mexico and requires a $4500 commitment.  This is a highly vetted organization and does hands on projects such as digging wells.   Pat reported that the Clear Lake Methodists have various partners in mission.  Carl has contacted Cheryl at Louisville to discuss Jamaican opportunities.

· Newsletter Articles

The next newsletter article cut off is Wednesday 5/15.  The following are candidates for the next newsletter – 

· A picture with caption from Vicki  (Marjorie) 

· ESL Wrap-up article (Marjorie) 
· Blood Drive Announcement (Phyllis)

Articles should be sent to Pat Koester as our contact with the communications committee.

· Meeting closed with prayer
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