
WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – Mar 19, 2026

Attendees: Ralph and Brenda Faxe (hosts)l, Kim Kinzler, Phyllis Koenig (zoom), Debbie Masden, Joe and Jeannette Schwarz, Jean Zophy
Jean opened the meeting with a prayer.
Sharing/Other:
· Please turn in Green Slips for reimbursements (Kathy Dixon or Jean can sign them).  Requested in 2026 same budget amount of $350 as for this year.  Our general account is 5501 (under Mission).  We also have account 8397, from sales etc, used irregularly for special needs.  
· Jean had an action to talk to Pat Koester about reducing use of paper/Styrofoam at Wed night dinners. Answer from Jennifer Carr was that mugs were not usable for cold drinks.
· Bird strike tape: Ralph intends to get it installed in April.
· Ralph has been working with lighting specialist/Campus Management on options for replacements for parking lot lights that have gone out.
· No one was able to attend the Sea Turtle Saturday in Galveston on Feb 28.  
· No one currently plans to attend the Plastic Pollution Symposium at Texas A&M Galveston on Mar 25.  
· No one was able to attend the Interfaith Environmental Network beach cleanup activity on Feb 22 at Surfside.
· Ralph attended the cleanup at Walter Hall Park in League City on Feb 23.
· Feather Fest, a big birding event in Galveston, is Apr 16 – 19.  Event details are posted here: Galveston Featherfest Birding & Nature Photography Festival .  Events are open for signup and some have already been filled.
· Joe attended a webinar with the Interfaith Environmental Network on Project Prairie for Faith Communities.  Information provided was similar to what we learned from Little Grouse on the Prairie.
· Judy Alton donated a book at a pair of bee towels we can use for a door prize for Earth Sunday.
· Ralph will pick up the shells Judy donated (16 boxes) on 3/24 at 1:30 and will bring them to Deb’s house for storage until Earth Sunday.  Joe can help if they won’t all fit in Ralph’s truck.
· Phyllis talked with folks from St. Michael’s Episcopal church in La Marque about pollinator gardening.  They are just getting started and might create a Monarch Waystation.
· On 3/22, there’s some work being done on the Japanese Garden.  Looking for more people to help.  Joe can help with painting.

2026 Plans:
· Native Plant sale Mar 21 8 – 10:00 at UHCL.  Brenda is helping with the sale and will get plants for the workshop and milkweed to plant in the butterfly garden on Apr 4.  There is also a plant sale at Carbide Park 9 – 1.  At the Carbide Park sale, tropical milkweed (not good for Monarchs) can be exchanged from Native Milkweed (good for Monarchs).
· Sanctuary for the Arts show “For the Beauty of the Earth”:
· India is looking for volunteers to help check in new art and move art to/from the choir room on 3/22.  Kim and Phyllis will both help.
· Art Talk/reception 4/10 6 pm
· Pollinator workshop Mar 28 9 - 11:
· Cheryl Folkes, who spoke at last two workshops, will give a presentation.  Will do the actual plant work outside unless the weather is bad.
· Jean to get a $35 REI gift card to give to Cheryl.
· There is a New Covenant Presbytery Earth Care Congregations workshop on 3/28 at 9am at the Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church.  Purpose is to share between Earth Care congregations what we’ve been doing.  No one can attend, but Jean sent some ideas to the organizer.
· Butterfly garden workday Apr 4 at 8 am.
· Exploration Green walk 4/11:
· Jenny Dudley will start with a “sound map” activity (not just for kids), then we will join Brian for the walk.
· Earth Sunday Apr 26:
· Speaker, Lisa Hardcastle, to talk about seashells on Galveston Island.  
· Bouton Hall is reserved for us from 11:30 till 1 that day and on Sat morning (9 – 11) for setup.
· We will serve a vegetarian lunch as we have in prior years.  Kim is coordinating the menu.
· Jean asked WAM if she can provide the liturgy for worship.
· Cathy is working on a bingo card to be provide in/with bulletins on 3/29 (India is helping w/ the computer work).  Jean to coordinate with Liz/WAM to make sure this happens.  We would also like to have copies to hand out at breakfast on Easter.  Jean will work with Cathy/Brenda on a newsletter article.
· Jean has requested a Minute for Mission on Apr 19 about Earth Sunday.  
· Debbie has been working with WAM on plans to recycling talk for Children’s sermon.  We will give some of Judy’s shells to the kids.
· Plan to use the seashells from Galveston Judy Alton is donating for table decorations at the lunch and maybe give some to Lisa (she probably has tons of shells, but if we have something special, that would be nice to give her) and give others as bingo prizes. Will make a firmer decision on what to do once we have the shells.  Cathy has collected various things, including some books for both kids and adults, that we could use as door prizes or bingo prizes.  Sandy Murphy had suggested she might have some things too – not sure if she has been in touch with Cathy.
· Jean to get a $35 REI gift card to give to Lisa.
· We will try to nail down what we’ll do for table decorations/bingo and door prizes over the next couple weeks, by email.
· Galveston beach walk with Lisa May 16.  Will need to do early-ish in the morning because the service for Bob Hill is that afternoon.
· Movie nights:
· No news.  Will work this after Earth Sunday is done.
· Jean will include in the 3/22 Minute for Mission an invitation to the congregation to join us for the Pollinator Garden Workshop and the Exploration Green Walks (cleared with Mary Lawrence).

Garden Sharing: (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast):  
April 12 (if breakfast is held on April 5 (Easter), we’ll move Garden Sharing to that date – plans are still in work) – Cathy
May 10 – Jeannette
June 14 – Regina – confirmrf with Ed Tobia that they will be doing breakfast in June

Recycling Schedule:
· Notify Liz of whose month for picking up recycling.
· Ok to take cardboard and envelopes with address windows.
· List of locations:
· Sanctuary:
· Narthex
· Choir Room
· Education Wing:
· Electrical Room storeroom
· Copy Room 
· Kitchen – Kristy Russell takes kitchen recycling 
· Fellowship Hall
· Boxes from the food pantry may be in the Gallery
· Schedule
· March – Phyllis
· April – Cathy
· May – Kim
· June - Joe

Butterfly Garden Watering Schedule:
· Cover plants when freezing conditions are expected, particularly the hibiscus.  
· Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month.
· Depending on rainfall/temps, we might start up again in Feb.
	Week 1 – Kim (team is backup)
	Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
	Week 3 – The Faxels (team is backup)
	Week 4 – Joe and Jeanette (Phyllis is backup)
	Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup)

Moon Tree watering
· Given how little rain we’ve had, we expect to need to continue watering them monthly (up to 2x/mo).
· Water each 30 – 45 min.  2 hoses with splitter so can do both at same time.  Green hose is longer, so use it for the tree closer to McWhirter.  Get gate padlock combination from Ralph or Jean or James Kinzler.
· Schedule
· March – Ralph
· April – Kim
· May – Cathy
· June - Jean

Next Meeting 
Tentative plan is a meeting just to finalize details for Earth Sunday on 4/12 11-12.  Jean will reserve the library.

Ralph closed the meeting with a prayer.



