WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – February 27, 2025

Attendees: Doug and Regina Byerly (hosts), Anya Ezhevskaya, Ralph and Brenda Faxel, Margaret Harris, Kim Kinzler, Phyllis Koenig (i.e. to bring the King Cake next year), Debbie Masden, and Joe and Jeanette Schwarz
Ralph opened the meeting with song: Peter Mayer’s “Blue Boat Home” from Debbie.
Sharing/Other:
1. Ministry Fair and T&T sign-up follow-up.  Debbie has talked with Kristi Russel about helping with kitchen recycling. However, she has been busy taking care of her mom as she recovers from surgery.
2. Earth Care presentation at Keith’s First Pres Church in Hammond, LA on Jan. 25, 2025.  They were interested to hear what we have done.  Joe counted 21 in attendance.  We are their closest Earth Care Congregation.
3. Single-use battery recycling - locations update.  Staples is taking single use batteries again.  Stella Roberts Recycling Center now charges a fee.  The Earth Care spreadsheet has been updated.
4. Phyllis and Anya updated the Mission Committee about Earth Care work.
5. Joe shared with the group about the PC-USA Lenten calendar “Tread Lightly for daily reflection-action.”
6. Joe shared about the Sanctuary for the Arts Call for Earth Day Art “Surging Seas & Mounting Waves” with submission deadline March 19th.  The show is April 04 to June 15.

2025 Plans:
· Brenda confirmed speaker, Cheryl Folkes, for Native Plants and Pollinator Container Garden Workshop on April 05 at 11:00, after the Garden Keepers Workday.
· Ralph has organized two guided tours including one that is shorter and slower for younger families for the Exploration Green guided walks on April 12th at 9:00, before Sisters-in-Faith 11:30 luncheon.
· Brenda lined up Chris Anastas as our guest speaker for Sunday, April 27.  Our speaker will talk about Monarch Butterflies during the luncheon. Kim to organize food selection and inform Jennifer.  Please bring finger sandwiches, Borscht Soup (i.e. via Anya), and salad served with water or lemonade.
· Jean to talk with Todd and Glenn/Geri about Earth Day elements within the April 27th service.  Can we add the song, “Blue Boat Home” to the Earth Day service?
· Bay Area Park kayaking Event will be May 10 at ~8:30 with kayaking at 9:00 and picnic lunch for all to join at 11:00.  Make announcement on April 27th.  Anya to organize.
· Movie Night is tentatively Friday, June 13 at 7PM.  Joe is organizing the showing of “My Octopus Teacher.”
· Jeanette, please add events to the church calendar.

Garden Sharing:
	March 09 – Doug and Regina
	April 20th with Easter – Anya (in Fellowship Hall)
	May 11 with Mother’s Day – Ralph and Brenda

Recycling:
February – Debbie
March – Ralph and Brenda
April – Jean
May - Kim

Watering Schedule:
· Cover plants when freezing conditions are expected, particularly the hibiscus.
· Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month.

	Week 1 – Kim (team is backup)
	Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
	Week 3 – The Faxels (team is backup)
	Week 4 – Joe and Jeanette (Phyllis is backup)
	Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup)

Education Item:
On hold through May – Earth Day events planning

Next Meeting 
Thursday March 27th at 7PM at Debbie’s and via zoom.

Anya closed with a prayer	
