WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – Match 21, 2024
When: 7:00PM at Jean’s house and via Zoom
Attendees: Cathy Black (via Zoom), Anya Ezhevskaya, Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Phyllis Koenig (via Zoom), Debbie Masden, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, and Jean Zophy
Ralph opened with a prayer.

Sharing/Other:
WPC is an Earth Care Congregation; it’s our 7th year for Certification! 🎉 🎉
Kim to make announcement Sunday to inform about the March 30 Kayaking event.
Native Plant sales: NPSoT on April 05 at UHCL EIH and Galveston Bay Foundation on April 13 at Walter High Park.
Joe updated our Earth Care webpage with the upcoming Earth Day events.
Anya shared that Dallas International University’s Global Ethno-Doxology Network (GEN) is looking at Creation Care as a section in an upcoming publication. 
Frontier Box painting – on hold
Earth Day Celebration Event Planning
· Exploration Green: on March 16, held a talk by Anthea Guest, Board of Directors of the Clear Lake City Water Authority, at the Java Owl at 8:30 with 14 people attending learning about the creation of Exploration Green and starting at 9:30 two guided tours of the flora and fauna, with a slower family with children option and an adult tour, with a total of 24 people attending. 
· Kayaking: Meet at Bay Area Park on March 30, for kayaking starting at 9:00 and lunch at 11:30, with cookies provided. Contact Kim to let her know you are coming.  Kim to also bring banner.  All to bring your kayaks and life vests and cookies.  Need Picnic tablecloth.  Debbie and Phyllis to help as picnic greeters.
· Art Talk on April 05, we plan to have a table with tri-fold board with info about Earth Day events and signup.  Kim and Debbie to lead.  Kim has the board and Brenda to update event info sheet.
· Liturgy for Earth Day service, April 21, planning by Jean.
· Earth Day Celebration: On April 21, host a vegetarian luncheon and Solar Panel Party, with a guest speaker, Kyle McAuliffe from the Houston Zoo.  Kim informed Jennifer of our upcoming plans.  For luncheon, Earth Care to use church plates, mugs and make coffee, lemonade and have water pitcher options.  Our team needs to wash dishes/mugs afterword, but plan to use recycled paper napkins and reusable drinking cups.  Ralph A/V set-up in Bouton Hall.  All bring salad, sandwiches, and cookies, with Kim to send out a sign-up sheet.
· WPC Pollinator workshop with speaker:  On April 27 from 10:30 to 12:00 coordinated Brenda, with Phyllis getting potting supplies.  Brenda and Phyllis to find assortment of flowing plants with some Native Milkweeds.  Brenda coordinating guest speaker on native plants.  Ralph set-up for A/V in Meeting room.  Jeanette to add event to WPC calendar.  
· McWhirter plant workshop: Plant workshop for Makers Eve event targeting for September or October; Brenda coordinating with Judy Brown.  With this season change need to determine what plants to use?
Other 2024 plans:
· Joe to present at Interfaith Ministries Meeting at WPC on April 04 from 1-2:30 about being an Earth Care Congregation.  This is to see if other congregations have similar Earth/Creation Care organisations with their churches. Brenda to provide to Joe .PPT file from our past Presbyterian Women’s presentation on being an Earth Care Congregation.
· Fall camping trip in Oct/Nov.
WPC Green Items
On-going activities:
· Light switches with occupancy motion switches: Ralph reviewed and found light bank out after Annie reported an issue with motion activation of closet off the Meeting Room.  
· Smart Thermostats:  Don and Ross have installed five new thermostats for the Sanctuary.  James has ordered more for the Fellowship Hall.  
· Use of recycled paper towels:  Transitioning to replace other dispensers as working down existing inventory.  Consider next locations: office sink, Fellowship Hall or C.E. Wing RRs.
· Use of recycled toilet paper: Our current toilet paper dispensers use paper which has the standard house-hold inner diameter.  Buckeye Supply notified us that we are using eco-friendly toilet paper that is 100% recycled and has a two-part core that uses 25% less material.  We do not need to replace our dispensers to use a recycled toilet paper product through our current paper supplier. 
New Activities to investigate:
· Electric water heaters: Reviewing cost effectiveness for programmable timers for Sanctuary (i.e. contact Deacons and Janitorial staff about system powered only on Sunday) and/or Fellowship Hall (i.e. contact Jennifer Carr for day/night options). 
· Rain Barrels: Let’s consider re-painting the rain barrel by the sanctuary.
Movie Night:
· Movie by David Attenbourgh, “A Life on Our Planet” on Friday, Feb. 23 at 7PM with 10 people attending.    
· Next movie night potentially in May with “Common Ground” which is the sequel to “Kiss the Ground”.

Garden Sharing (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast) 

March 31 – no Garden Sharing with Easter Sunday Bruch
April 14 – Anya/Jeanette
May 12 (Mother’s Day) – Ralph and Brenda 
June 09 – Phyllis/Jean
July through September off, next date is Oct. 13.

Budget: 
Our 2024 annual budget is $400.  

Education Item:
On hold till May with all the Earth Day events.
Next Meeting
The next Earth Care meeting is Thursday, April 11 at Kim’s home at 7PM, with the option to join by Zoom.
Future Educational Items
With the many actives in the Springtime let us forgo the Education Item until May.
May - Anya
June - TBD
August - TBD


Recycling Schedule (Changing back to monthly – also picking up some recycling from Fellowship kitchen)

To inform Liz that it’s ok to recycle envelopes with windows as well as cardboard, but not shredded paper or similar cut strips from the paper cutter.  Also, forward to Liz the recycling scheduled showing whom will be picking up each month.

January – Joe
February – Jean
March – Cathy
April – Anya
May - ?

Watering Schedule
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month)
· Week 1 – Kim  (Team as backup)  
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Team is backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup)

Jean closed the meeting with a prayer.
