WPC Earth Care Team Minutes  – March 09, 2023 
When:  Via Zoom at 7:00PM
Attendees: Cathy Black, Anya Ezhevskaya, Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Phyllis Koenig
Brenda opened us with a prayer.

Sharing/Other:
· TX MNat zoom presentation about Wrens “Little Birds with lots of Energy” March 22 at 2-3PM.
· Plant Party zoom meeting March 29th at 10-11:30AM.
Earth Day planning:
a) “Pollinator Container Garden Workshop” held at McWhirter Elementary Maker Eve on Thursday, March 23 from 4:30 to 6:00PM. Brenda is coordinating with McWhirter Librarian to set this up.  Please pre-reregister at least a week before with CCISD to be a volunteer.  We discussed way to manage costs like Phyllis has smaller 4”pots and see about plant donations.  With this first event at McWhirter, we are unsure how many students may register.
b) A guided nature stroll along Exploration Green to look at birds and plants along the pathway on March 25th at 9AM.  Bring your binoculars to better view the birds.  Ralph has guides organized through NPSOT.  Please RSVP with Ralph as need a head count of how many people to expect, and thus how many guides are needed.  Requested a Constant Contact.   
c) The Earth Day campout date is March 31-April 02 at Lake Somerville Birch Creek State Park.  We have 24+ people signed-up for the campout.  Tent camp reservations made for sites 39, 40, 46-48.  RV campers are making their own reservations.  Discussed days outings and potential leads with additional event details to follow by Anya.  
d) Presbyterian Women’s Organization speaker/presentation on April 22 at Pines Presbyterian Church.  A collective team is creating a short presentation, more to follow as Education Item.
e) Dr. Cindy Howard talks about the importance of Ecology on April 23, with event details of our Earth Day celebration to follow by Brenda.  Cathy to coordinate luncheon with Jennifer Carr (i.e. different types of soup for lunch, and a Vegetarian dish option – with team to bring a dish to share).  And we plan to use mugs as alternative to paper.  Need a Constant Contact.   
f) April 02nd  WPC Moon Tree One year celebration!  On April 09 after Second Sunday breakfast gather by our Sycamore Moon Trees for a photo to recognize our first year of growth.  Need a Constant Contact.   
g) Pollinator Container Garden Workshop for our congregation on Saturday, May 06 from 1:00 to 2:00PM.  To reduce workshop costs, we are considering asking for donations and for participants to BYOP (i.e. Pot).  Need a Constant Contact.   
h) Joe recommended one year membership of Presbyterians for Earth Care (PEC) for $75, as we have an annual budget and two years is $140.  Joe and Ralph see about our membership. 
i) Select past Earth Care meeting education presentations for Earth-Day presentations or to post presentation files for review –  on hold till after Earth Day celebrations.
j) Frontier Utility box update –  on hold till after Earth Day celebrations.

Movie night date:
The Wild and Scenic Film Festival is not scheduled for Houston in 2023, other options? 

New PR Coordinator role:   Checkin at next meeting.

Garden Sharing: (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast):  					
future dates: March 12th, April 09th (Easter), May 14th (Mother’s Day) 
  	Garden Sharing Schedule
· Feb – Kim
· March – Debbie and Phyllis
· April - Jeanette
· May - Cathy and Jean
· June – The Faxels
Budget:
· Earth Care 2023 budget for 2023 is $450, an increase from $300. 
Educational Item:  – Brenda shared a nice working presentation for the upcoming April PWO talk.  Please send past and future Earth Care event pictures with descriptions to Brenda.  
Next Meeting:
· April meeting date:  Thursday, April 13th  at 7PM
Future Educational Items:
· April – focus on Earth Day planning
· May - Kim
· June - ?
Recycling Schedule: (changing back to monthly) - also picking up some from Fellowship kitchen.
· March is Cathy
· April – Kim and Debbie
· May – Joe
· June - ?
Watering Schedule: 
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month) 
· Week 1 – Kim ( team is backup)  - Kim start us back watering as it has been dry.
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup) 
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Allens are backup) 
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup) 
· Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup) 
Kim closed us with a prayer. 
