
This is a review of the The Presbytery of New Covenant Stated Meeting on March 18, 2023 at First Presbyterian Church, Navasota. Those that went to the meeting were Judy Ota, Vicki Smith, Jeannette Booher, and George James.

 
At 9:00 am there were two conversations:

1. Legacy Giving and Vehicles – Jake Wilson, Texas Presbyterian Foundation 2. A Fun Way to Assess your Congregation – Dave Coles, Shawn Kang. Those who rode together (Judy, Vicki and Jeannette) did not even try to make it to those conversations.


The meeting started with some standard meeting criteria. Then we got down to business. The meeting started with the Report of the Stated Clerk. 
Then came Judicial Process report  presented by RE John Lemen. There was a situation of abuse from a person of authority in a church. This was the reading of  charges against the person. 


Next came Committee on Ministry headed by Rev. Karen Estes. They did several things. There was a new preacher into the Houston area, who had to preach to us, name of Matthew Beach, he has a part time call to Heights Presbyterian, Houston. He wrote a lovely Statement of Faith. I am including it at the end of the review. Heights is where our own Helen DeLeon has been interim for a while. Then they had a celebration of Christian Education certification for Jessie Kuehner. Anyone from the churches she has work with or deal with were invited to stand with her, as a member of Webster Presbyterian Church and dealt with her when she was work here at WPC I went to stand with her. There were a total of four of us, along with her three kids and Brian. There were also two “now new” ministers introduced. Both have worked in the Presbytery in the past.  


Next came Ecclesiastical Affairs was presented Rev. Andy Gans. Here we worked on dealing with the three amendments we push off from the November meeting. None of the three passed.


Next came the Finance Committee presented by RE Charlie Bradbury. We approved the presbytery budget for 2023, they are behind by almost $200,000 dollars. 


Next came Nominating Committee presented by a member of the committee. Our own Dan Walker has agreed to work on Committee on Ministry through 2024.


Finally, General Council which was presented by RE Michael McCracken. They had a list of questions they want to finalize and get to the congregations to help with where are you now question. The list of questions are at the end of this report.


There was new business that came from Servant Savior Presbyterian Church, about a letter to our Austin representatives about passing gun control in the state. The process was passed so the letter will come from the Presbytery. Mission Presbytery has already done this.  

 
During the course of the meeting there were several Celebration of Ministry time, one of Texas Presbyterian Foundation presented by Jake Wilson and the other was Presbyterian Children's Homes & Services presented Marla Endieveri.


Last event was an afternoon Worship lead by the Rev. Caressa Murray. She had a lovely moving sermon. The offertory went to PYCC. Plus we celebrated communion.


Judy, Vicki and I were heading back by 2:30P 

 The next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of New Covenant will be Saturday, July 15, 2023 hosted by Spring Branch Presbyterian Church, Houston. 

