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1.  	A statement of his or her understanding of Christian Vocation in the Reformed Tradition and how it relates to his or her sense of call;
One of the clearest memories from my childhood is that after learning about Samuel’s answer to God’s call, I prayed the same answer every night. “I am listening Lord. I hear your call. Make your ways known to me.” My understanding of this call as a child meant nothing more than believing and following Christ, but as time passed, it helped me contemplate deeper on how to use the gifts and abilities that God has given me in the service of the church. This contemplation led me to following God’s call as a young person and God led my steps to the Near East School of Theology in Beirut-Lebanon. My denomination, the Union of Armenian Evangelical Churches in Near East, did not ordain women and I was instructed to pursue a Christian Education degree if I wanted to have a ministry. However, I managed to carve my place in the leadership of my church. I was the first woman to hold a ministry position as director of youth and children ministries in Syria and was the first woman to have the right to vote as a religious lay person at the denominational meeting. Later, I was sent to the Republic of Armenia as a missionary to lead the religious education programs, and teach in the seminary of the newly established Armenian Evangelical churches. Those were the hardest and the happiest time in my life. God blessed me with gifts of leadership and understanding of the ministry that were fruitful and rewarding. Again, I was the first and the only woman in such leadership position and I was the only person who was qualified in Christian Education ministries. The ministry was rewarding, and the church was in need of my gifts, but navigating gender power dynamics was exhausting. 
My journey to United States came out of my faithfulness to this call to ministry. I knew I needed more knowledge than what my early seminary would provide me. I felt the hunger for more knowledge and preparation to equip me for more informed service to God’s people. While being aware that a more educated woman might have even less options in ministry with the Armenian church, I had to make the tough choice of reclaiming God’s call for ministry for my people or to widen my understanding of this call to encompass the church at large. Joining the PC(USA) was the obvious choice. It was the faith home that gave me the denominational support since my early seminary years that I never had in my own church.  
I understand that my journey to become a minister of word and sacrament is not the usual track. It started with responding to simple call to believe and follow Christ as a child, to maturing my call to discipleship as a young person, which led me to my early seminary education. But my home church did not have any place for me to grow in leadership beyond this point. It took me years of service in academia, teaching and Christian education to fully understand God’s call to ministry that is beyond my particular church tradition. 
I am honored to call PC(USA) my spiritual home, and I journey forward with this opportunity to serve God in vocation in my work, thought, and private and public life. 

2.	A statement of Personal Faith which incorporates an understanding of the Reformed Tradition;

All life begins and takes form in God and life happens because of God. Humans are created in God’s image, separated from and called to a renewed relationship through God’s loving grace. Believers are bound to God through Jesus’ sacrificial love. It is by God’s grace and love that humanity is reconciled and transformed to become a living witness. 
Through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, God took on human nature and lived among us. Because of  Jesus’ humanity, God relates to our embodied human experience. God knows and understands because God became flesh in Jesus and lived a human life. 
The Holy Spirit is the gentle presence of God in us. It’s the breath we take and the life we experience. She is the breath that connects us to the very first breath God breathed in us in our creation. This dynamic presence gives us the trajectory of hope and resilience as we navigate life and existence. 
The presence of the Holy Trinity, God in three persons, is known through the creative love and grace of the Father, the life, death and resurrection of the Jesus Christ, and the acts of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church. This is the authoritative witness of God’s presence in the church. This knowledge is experienced and  renewed through the partaking of church’s sacraments of Baptism and Communion, which are the signs and seals of God’s actions in the life of the believers. 
The source of knowing God begins with the Scripture. The word became human through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus as witnessed by the early church. We know God through the words of the Bible as we experience the Word through living by the word. The Scripture grounds and forms us as we grow in faith and hope. 




3.	An analysis of at least one concept from Personal Faith statement regarding what it suggests about God, Humanity, and their interrelationships;
The human soul is the presence of the God in the human body and the soul is the trajectory of hope in God. This salvific ? hope of kin-ship and reign of God, although perfected at the end of time, is what calls us to witness, justice and liberation in this time for all humanity. 
Human nature is incomplete without a relationship with God. The presence of the first breath yearns for the fullness of the image of God in human life. God, through love and compassion and the council of the Holy Spirit, calls humanity back to restore the broken relationship caused by alienation and repaired through forgiveness of sins. 
God’s love, grace, and redemption is experienced in the church, the body of Christ. As the body has different parts, the church has its different ministries, but they are all united in their diversity and their witness to the whole creation. 
Life without faith is unrealized hope. Without God life is full of a despair, but through Christ we live in hope of all possibilities. Living God's love and making it known to the world is the vocation of the faithful church. Trusting God’s love, we are empowered by the Spirit we continue to witness, to live with the freedom to be and grow in our knowledge and experience of the Divine. 




4. 	A statement of what it means to be Presbyterian, indicating how that awareness grows out of participation in the life of a particular Church;
Growing up in Syria, I attended both Armenian Reformed and Orthodox Traditions: the first sharpened my curiosity and questioning mind and the second taught me how to embrace awe and the mystery of being in God's presence. I served the global church in Syria, Lebanon, Armenia and United States in varying capacities and levels of engagement. My relationship with the Presbyterian Church is not recent. Back home, I did graduate from several institutions established by Presbyterian involvement in the Middle East. Throughout my graduate studies in Chicago, I made connections with the Presbyterian Church (USA). Beyond graduate school, I enjoyed teaching at McCormick Theological Seminary. I had various connections with congregations in the Chicago area and through my volunteer work in several Middle East related task forces. All of my associations with the Presbyterians made me feel welcomed and affirmed. I feel deeply rooted in this denomination and my contribution is valued. My most recent ministry in the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) brought clarity? to my previous experiences with the PC(USA) and with the Christian tradition as a whole. My ministry at the UU church was a catharsis, a new calling for ordained ministry, and brought me to a  renewed sense of ‘home’ within the PC(USA). 




5.	A statement of self-understanding which reflects the inquirer’s personal and cultural background and includes a concern for maintaining spiritual, physical, and mental health;
I am a Syrian from Armenian origins. My grandparents survived the Armenian Genocide at the turn of the 20th century and settled in Aleppo-Syria. Like all Armenian third generation survivors, I grew up in the shadow of this trauma and history. In my childhood, I lived in a neighborhood that was founded by the first-generation survivors. The Orthodox church up the street from us celebrated the mess the same tradition our ancestors celebrated in our homelands.? I remember attending church with my family and sometimes with my elderly neighbors. I remember how attentively I watched and absorbed. 
On one of those Holy week services, they needed 12 acolytes for a Washing the Feet service. I remember that one of the deacons asked me to go up the altar and participate in the service. They didn’t have enough boys and I was there with wide eager eyes. I came back home and told my mother what happened. One neighbor listened and dismissingly said ‘that they would not wash my feet even if I was on the altar’. I don’t remember the washing of the feet, but I do remember what this neighbor said. Know that girls and especially women are not allowed to step on the altar, let alone their feet washed. But I do remember this incident well. Little I did I know that this was the catalyst for my ministry for years to come. In my home church, my leadership and ministry were never doubted, but my gender always threw me into the midst of power and gender politics. 
As a women called to and claiming her ministry, my journey with my early church became alienating. Very early in ministry, I was experiencing symptoms of severe stress. This is when I embraced physical work-outs in a group as blessings. Switching my mind off for a full hour and sweating became the means of caring for my body and soul. My body recovered from stress- related symptoms and my soul was in a peaceful place from which to minister to those I oversaw. 
The past decade has not been an easy time for me. As a Syrian, my home country was in flames; my family went as refugees to Sweden, and I worked through all the uncertainties of pursuing my doctoral degree without the having the mentorship of my church. It’s only with God’s grace and the presence of good friends that I was able to arrive at this current point in my life. 
The intersection of my gender, ethnicity, past and present communal experience makes me stronger for the  most vulnerable at times. It is my faith in God and the sureness of the call to Christian witness that motivates me to pursue teh vocation of teaching and service. After all, I have been in the margins so often for one reason or another. This gives me the sensitivity to welcome all those who were and are in the margin to a life of discipleship and communion with God. 





6.	A statement of his or her understanding of the task ministers of the Word and Sacrament perform, including and awareness of his or her specific gifts for ministry of the Word and Sacrament and of areas in which growth is needed.
A minister of Word and Sacrament is committed to teaching the way of faithfulness to God and love of Christ in private and public life to the individual believer and to communities of faith. This ministry as authorized and coordinated by the presbytery, although it might take different shapes and forms depending on the new challenges of being in the world.  

When serving as teachers of the Word from the pulpit or beyond, ministers are responsible for staying  authentic to the teaching of the denomination’s tradition. This is, to set forth not only the ways of being Presbyterians shaped by the gospel,  and empowered for the presence and  but called to service of the church and the world. 

Performing the sacraments of baptism and communion, they should celebrate the mysteries of grace in words and acts, engaging the community’s memory of and imagination of new sacramental life with God. 

An integral part of the ministry of teachers of the World is the caring for the individuals and groups within the congregation, and to discipline them in the ways of faithfulness. This responsibility should be handled with much care and prayer as every individual is valuable and worthy of God’s love. 

The responsibilities of teachers of word and sacrament does not end with the focus of a particular congregation. It involves the care of all congregations, and includes the presbytery and the all groups within the denomination. In this role, they should participate in the leadership responsibilities to build up the whole church and the denomination through discernment and towards  unity. 

I have more than 30 years of teaching experience in various capacities within the church and in academia, and recently, in the cyberspace. I can boldly claim that teaching is my gift. I see my calling to the ministry of the Word and the Sacrament as the expansion of the teaching space to include worship, performing the sacraments, pastoral care and denominational responsibilities. 
I am so thankful for Webster Presbyterian Church for not only being my sponsoring congregation, but going beyond and above the expectations to make sure I have the learning opportunities to grow in my new role and ministry. 

I recently moved to Boston for internship position with City Mission. Being ….  





Talk about City Mission …
Fourth Presbyterian …
Webster Presbyterian Church








