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The meeting was held March 15, 2019 at 7:00 pm at the home of Anya and Greg Ezhevskaya.
Attendees were:  Anya Ezhevskaya, Debbie Masden, Jean Zophy, Kim Kinzler, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, India and Scott Allen, and Ralph and Brenda Faxel. 
The meeting was opened with prayer.
Camping Trip (April 5-7)
· Kim will prepare a write-up with details on the camping trip.
· We are planning a group hike and a pot luck supper on Saturday (April 6th).
· Brenda will bring the supplies for s’mores.
· Anya will bring the hot dogs and charcoal.
· Jeanette will bring the hot dog buns and condiments.
· Joe located the Earth Care banner at church and currently has it at his house.  He will bring it to display at the camp out.
Earth Day Celebration (Sunday, April 28th, Protect Our Species)
· Anya emailed Pastor Keith, Pastor Helen, Glen and Julie about the theme and date for the Earth Day celebration.  Pastor Keith indicated that his service will be on Corinthians 13, rather than an Earth Day topic. 
· We will plan on having a paperless service. 
· Ralph will work on gathering a list of endangered species, which will be shown or presented in the worship service.   The list could also include some species that have gone extinct.
· Joe and Jeanette will present a Minute for Ministry, which will tie in the theme of Earth Day--Protect our Species, and include an invitation to attend the events after worship.  During the Minute for Ministry we will also present the renewed Earth Care certificate.
· Anya will request the Minute for Ministry, which must be requested at least 2 weeks ahead of time, but not more than a month in advance.
· India will talk with Julie about incorporating the Earth Day theme into the Children’s Sermon and/or the Sunday School session for that Sunday.  Brenda is willing to provide snacks for the children (pancakes decorated with fruit).
· Ralph will present the benediction.  Jean Zophy will be Ralph’s backup, if he is unable to be present.  Joe will schedule the benediction with Patty Eng. 
· Matt Fendley from the University of Houston – Clear Lake, will come to speak at 11:30.  His presentation is on purple martins, and will be held in Bouton Hall.  Brenda is the contact for Mr. Fendley.
· The Earth Care team will plan on providing small vegetarian sandwiches and cookies to have with the presentation.  Each team member is asked to bring one dozen sandwiches and one dozen cookies.  We will plan on using the coffee mugs.
· We will have the Sharing Table on this Sunday (April 28th), instead of on the second Sunday of the month.
· Anya will set up an art project using bottle caps for anyone who would like to participate. The project could be set up in the Gallery.
· Anya will prepare a list of activities planned for Earth Day and provide to Joe for the church newsletter article and to India for Facebook and the website.  Brenda will ask Matt Fendley if photos of his presentation can be used.  
· The article for the newsletter will include notice that the Sharing Table will be on Earth Care Sunday instead of the second Sunday.
· Anya will take care of the Constant Contacts and bulletin announcements.
‘Little Grouse on the Prairie’ Film 
We could plan an event for this fall around the showing of this movie.
Butterfly Garden Grant
The outreach activity for the Boy Scouts has been postponed indefinitely. 
The butterfly garden was cleaned up by the team on March 9th.  Two new plants were also added.  We will still need to add mulch and additional milkweed plants.
Joe will purchase pots to hold the hoses.  
‘Wasted’ movie (March 29th)
We will view the movie on Friday, March 29th at the Schwarz’s house (14406 Oak Chase Drive) at 7:00 pm.   
Trash Bash (March 30th)
The trash bash is on Saturday, March 30th, from 8:30 am to 1:00 pm at Bay Area Park.  Anyone who is interested can call Joe to register, or go to the link: https://galvbay.org/events/ trashbash/    
Coffee Mugs (April 7th, April 21st and April 28th)
Debbie will talk with the breakfast crew to let them know that the Earth Care team will be camping out on April 7th, so will not be able to put out the mugs for the breakfast that day.  She will let them know that they are still welcome to use the mugs if they want to put them out and take care of putting them away. 
Debbie will also ask if the Easter breakfast (April 21st) will be in Bouton Hall or Fellowship Hall and if the breakfast crew is in charge of the breakfast.
On Earth Day Sunday (April 28th), Anya will put out the mugs and the Earth Care team will be available to help put them away.
Animal Care Curriculum
The team shared their comments regarding the Creature Kind videos.  The comments included the following:
· The videos are a little dry, but they are short in length.
· The thoughts presented will be new to many people.  Some may feel that the ideas presented go against what they have been taught in church.
· There are mostly likely going to be strong opinions regarding this topic.
· We think people will be grateful for the opportunity to discuss the Christian perspective on animals. 
· We liked the openness of the presentations.  The material invites the viewer to consider some perspectives, but does not push a position.
· We very much liked the passage from Pope Francis’ Laudata Si, which is quoted in Session 4.
Before providing the comments to Pastor Keith, Jeanette will send the team an email with these comments so that they can add comments or make corrections. 
Decorate Electrical Box
Anya presented some lovely designs with Monarch butterflies and milkweed and a sea turtle.  
Kim reported on her research regarding decal-type wraps as an alternative to painting the box. The wrap would cost $10 per square foot.  Wrapping all four sides of the box could cost up to $680.
Questions that were brought up included:
· Does the company that makes the wrap also install it?
· Can a wrap be cleaned?
· Would Frontier and/or the City of Webster allow any verbiage on the box?
· Would the design qualify as something that the grant monies could be used for?

Earth Care Recertification
We received an email from Jessica Maudlin (PCUSA Associate for Sustainable Living and Earth Care Concerns) letting us know that WPC has been recertified.  The certificate should arrive my mail later this month.
Vegetable Bags
India informed us that she has started a group of knitters/crocheters.  She asked the team if we might be interested in giving out crocheted vegetable bags at some future event. The team was enthusiastic about the idea.
Next Meeting
The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, April 24th at the Faxel’s house.  Ralph and Brenda’s address is:  603 Fairdale Street, Friendswood.
The meeting was closed with prayer.
Schedules
The schedules for Sharing Table & Coffee Mugs, Recycling and Watering are as follows:
Sharing Table & Coffee Mugs and Recycling
· March – Debbie
· April – Anya 
· May – Jean
· June – Ralph and Brenda


Watering
· Week 1 – Kim  (Kathy is backup.)  (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month.)
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Melissa is backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – The Allens (Anya is backup)
