Mission Team Meeting - 14 Mar 2010


Attendees: Connie Carden, Helen DeLeon – Pastor, Arland Actkinson, Edna Arnold, Florence Sell, Carl Allen, James Kinzler – Elder and Chair

Devotional and opening Prayer – presented by Connie, from reference to James Moore, Seizing the Moment… Noted that one person can change the world. Idea is to list options in a situation and note what is the most loving thing to do.  See the Prayer of St.Francis of Assisi for reference as well.


Approved the Agenda

Reviewed and Approved Past Minutes from 2/7/10 with no changes.

Session Highlights

- New Members

- Focus on Development of Session Members as Spiritual Leaders

Mission Highlight Area – Carl Allen – Habitat for Humanity

WPC has supported HFH as a continuing Mission area for more than 10 years,.  WPC is a  staunch supporter of the Women Build  and the next date for Women Build will with be Sat May 8th.  A Coed built was held two weeks ago and next work dates are April 10 and June 5th. Expect to be doing indoor work in April and finish work in June.  Bay Area HFH started with one to two houses per year and now builds 8 houses per year. The homes are basic, least cost homes, with no down payment and reasonable monthly payments.  For homeowners, getting past the hurdles in home ownership allows focus on college and other opportunities. In 2009, HFH will build out lots owned by BAHFH date, so HFH is looking at expansion property.  BAHFH has never foreclosed.  Folks served by BAHFH are often on the edge of financial stability and BAHFH helps with limited budget planning. WPC Mission budget typical support to HFH is $2000 per year.  Support from active WPC members usually totals 20 to 30 WPC folks yearly.
New Business
- Aid to Victims of Domestic Abuse (AVDA, a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization) – discussed a request by AVDA for use a room at Webster Presbyterian Church for weekly support group meetings of approximately 2 hours each for 12-15 people – BATP uses the services that AVDA.  Idea is to have support groups in the area for abusers who are seeking help. This is a mission activity and non-profit so would not be a cost recovery or income item for WPC. This is a confidential group of folks.  Preference is for Monday from 6:30 to 8:30 or 7 to 9 pm. Mission supports the request and agree to submittal it to Session with request for approval.
- Bread for the World - Offering of Letters – Action: James to check with Kim on interest in leading for 2010.
- Ubuntu Letter to WPC Mission for discussion - $500 designated for Ubuntu and James to write a check request.
- Vickie Letter to WPC Mission for info – She says thanks for the support and noted she is now the Director of Family Ministries at Westminster PC in Bellaire.
- Haiti and Chile Donations to PDA via WPC to date for info - $7900 sent to PDA for Haiti to date and $800 more received.  Chile donations are coming in. 
- Mission T-shirts and Polos (from Session meeting) – James to contact individuals to help develop options for logos and shirts. One idea from Florence Sell is have a Mission T-shirt with all the logos of those area organizations that we support and work with. Polo should have a WPC logo only.
- Facebook Page – James is a Facebook user and will sort out how to communicate any Mission postings to the WPC Facebook administrator. 
- Houston Interfaith Worker Justice – been through a recent crisis… Director went on leave, fundraising noted as “going fine” though some folks were “not reimbursed”.  Chicago Office had been subsidizing staff pay. Now have a new interim director.  Helen is the President of the Steering Committee which will become the Board of Directors. $500 designated for HIWJ and James to write a check request.

2010 Budget 1Q Allocation (see xls) 1st Quarter Allocations were approved by the Mission Committee.
 

Team Reports - deferred
 

Old Business - deferred
-  Family Promise
· OGHS

Items for Session Approval – Request approval for AVDA… The Mission Team requests that Session approve the use of the Meeting Room weekly for Aid to Victims of Domestic Abuse support group meetings of abusers for approximately 2 hours duration for 12-15 people.  Mission will further work scheduling as a liaison between ADVA and WPC reservation process.

Items for Bulletin- HFH Build Dates - Carl
Items for Newsletter - Women Build Walk - Connie (April), ICM Resale Shop - Frank Rix (James to copy email update to Connie)... all items go to Connie Carden.


Items for Bulletin Board – James to post the letter from Vickie and pictures from Kevin Snowden for Christmas International House.

Volunteer for Next Devotion - Edna
Volunteer for Mission Area Highlight at next Meeting – Meals on Wheels? Alberta?
Volunteer for Saturday Service Day for next Month – Carl Allen – April 10
Next Meeting Date is 4/11 at 1:30 and Agenda to include… ICG – Kim, BFTW, Family Promise
 

Closed in Prayer

