March 23, 2010

Meeting Room

The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a State Meeting on Tuesday, March 23, 2010, in the Meeting Room.  The meeting was opened with a devotion and prayer led by the Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper, at 7:00 p.m.

The following members of Session were present:

· Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper;

· Associate Pastors Helen DeLeon and Caressa Murray;

· Active Elders Shallon Barboza, Kathy Braeuer, Jeanette Chase, Michelle Dupont, John Grady, Dan Hunter, John Jordan, Chris Kidwell, James Kinzler, Mary Lawrence, James Magnant, Joan McMillan, Nina Moede, Randy Moore, Andy Pozluszny, Frank Rix, Kevin Snowden and Jimmy Spivey.
Lonnie Fogle was excused.

Treasurer Pat Koester and Clerk of Session Gene Fisseler were also present.

A quorum was declared present by the Clerk and the Agenda for the meeting was approved.

New Members – The Moderator turned the floor over to Elder Barboza who proceeded to introduce prospective new members Emily Garland, Michelle Kane, Hilary & Stephen McLellan along with their baptized son, Patrick, and Jennifer & Scott Hermstein along with their son (not baptized), Logan.  All of the adults in the group had expressed interest in becoming members of WPC.  After the Session learned a bit about them and they received and introduction to the Session members present, Rev. Cooper asked a series of questions regarding their faith and commitment to the church.  Being satisfied with their answers, the Session voted to receive into full membership of Webster Presbyterian Church:
· Emily Garland by reaffirmation of faith;
· Michelle Kane by reaffirmation of faith;

· Hilary & Stephen McLellan by transfer of letter; and, 

· Jennifer & Scott Hermstein by reaffirmation of faith.

The Session took pause for a few minutes of fellowship with the new members.

Spiritual Leadership Development – Rev. Cooper led the first of the Session’s monthly discussions based on the The Habits of Highly Effective Churches by George Barna.  The topics covered the six pillars of church effectiveness, the prevalence of ineffective Protestant churches across the U.S., positive and negative habits and behaviors of churches, and the nine habits that make a difference.
The Session voted to approve the minutes of the February 23, 2010, Stated Meeting of Session.

The Session received the Treasurer’s report.

Clerk’s Report – The Clerk referred correspondence received to the appropriate committees.
	 
Statistical Report
	 

	 
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of February 23, 2010
	728
	406
	 

	  Gains
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter                          
	+ 4
	+ 2
	LeCours, Writers

	     Reaffirmation of Faith
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	 

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	  Losses
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 0
	- 0
	 

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	 

	     Death                                          
	- 0
	- 0
	 

	Membership as of March 23, 2010
	732
	408
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	156
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total children, youth and adults
	888
	 
	 


 
New Business – The Session voted to approve a transfer letter for Stephanie & Joey Lane.  The Session voted to elect Shallon Barboza, Joan McMillan, and Pete Koester to serve as Commissioners at the April 6 Presbytery of New Covenant special meeting regarding the unification plan for St. Philip and Central Presbyterian Churches.
Team/Committee Reports & Motions

· Buildings & Grounds – The committee hosted a successful volunteer workday on March 20.  Proposals for landscaping services have been solicited and are being reviewed.

· Care of Members – A task force has been formed, headed by Jill Cooper, and will investigate opportunities for providing assistance to WPC seniors.
Christian Nurture – WPC’s Easter Sunday schedule is filled – worship, a breakfast, and intergenerational lesson plan.
· Adult Ministry – The committee is investigating the possibility of hosting workshop conference featuring United Methodist Church of the Resurrection Rev. Hamilton.
· Youth Ministry – WPC family members graduating from high school, undergraduate university programs and post-graduate programs will be recognized in May. 
· Children’s Ministry – Lauren Balletto will share leadership of VBS in June 2010.  Plans call for a single worship service on Sunday, June 13, followed by a picnic.
· Communication/Outreach – In response to a request for approval to purchase electronic display for an outdoor sign, members requested a complete proposal – plan view, elevations, construction and electrical details, and cost breakdown.
· Fellowship – Dates for several fellowship events have been set: Table Top Brigade – April 17; Summer Bash – June 27; Shrimp Boil – September 25; and, October Festival – October 31.
· Mission – The Session voted to approve the use of the Meeting Room for approximately two hours each week by the 12 to 15 members of Aid to Victims of Domestic Abuse.
· Personnel – The committee is refining some the numbers in the 2010 budget.
· Stewardship & Finance – The 2010 Terms of Call for all the pastors are being finalized.
· Welcoming – An Open Door Class is scheduled for the afternoon of April 18.  A New Member Reception is set for May 23 at Rev. DeLeon’s home.
Old Business – The Session voted to ratify its earlier electronic election of Elder Jennifer Carr to serve as WPC’s Commissioner to the February 8, 2010, Stated Meeting of Presbytery. 
Pastors’ Reports 
· Rev. Murray encouraged members of Session to visit the youth-sponsored spirituality center during Lent.  
· Rev. Cooper will order 13 copies of Barna’s book for members of Session.

Upcoming Meeting Dates – The Presbytery of New Covenant will convene a special meeting on April 6, 2010.  The next Stated Meeting of Session is slated for April 27, 2010, at 7:00 p.m.

The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer at 9:15 p.m.

Clerk of Session
Gene Fisseler
