WEBSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

MISSION COMMITTEE

March 1, 2009, 3:00 p.m.

Meeting Room

	Attending:
	
	
	

	Rev. Helen DeLeon, Staff Liaison
	James Kinzler - Elder, Chair
	Florence Sell
	Connie Carden

	Bud Allison
	Edna Arnold
	Carl Allen
	Jackie Allen

	Coco Motley
	Diane Kane
	
	Jimmy Spivey – Elder

	Jennifer Paden - Elder
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Unable to Attend:
	Arland Actkinson
	Phyllis Koenig
	

	Ann Taylor
	Majorie Seiter
	
	Kimberly Glaus-Late


1. James opened with explanation of Youth Conclaves 2-day event.  This year it is called “Real World.”  Focused on how God works through us even though we may not feel adequate, faith can bring answers to questions like “why me?”.  James’ favorite scripture reference is on the Conclaves T-shirt and is Prov 3:4-6… In all things, acknowledge God and he shall direct thy paths…
2. Allocation of local community assistance funds – committee voted to allocate $9600.00 for 2009.  This amount was derived by the $11,000 outlay from 2008 ratioed lower based on new 2009 budget. – Approved.
3. Action to James to write Presbytery (Mike Cole) to formally state our commitment of $18000 in addition to the online documentation.

4. Houston Interfaith Worker Justice

a. Brunch on April 30th. If interested in attending, please contact Rev. Helen Deleon
b. Jennifer is in Independent Study Mentor(ISM), doing a study of pastoral care and  social justice.  She will work with HIWJ on a project.

c. Helen wants to add HIWJ to our list of missions.  – Approved.
d. Carl Allen mentioned there is a seed fund available for new or existing outreach projects. The Presbytery Outreach Committee is offering grants (seed funds) for churches to support new or ongoing outreach mission projects.  These are one-time grants of up to $1,000.  The deadline for these requests is May 1.  To request mission seed funds, send a one-page description of the project, along with the specific amount requested
e. Action: Jennifer Paden will draft a request for those seed funds by April 1.  James Kinzler to assist. 
5. Presbytery: Lynn Johnson Social Justice Fund.  – Churches can ask $500 to $1000, for social justice issues, including inclusion.  Deadline for receiving applications is May 31st.  More information in page 7 of the March 09 Connections.  Action to Mission Committee: look for places where this could be used and ask others interested.    
Action:  James & Connie to talk to Bill Dixon about using conclaves forum for a special event around social justice and inclusion.

6. Ubuntu:  Shoes for Children campaign.  Send monies to help buy shoes for children in Africa.  Proposal to add to Budget at $200. - Approved
7. Presbytery Children’s Home and Services:  Last couple of years we gave $0.00, request from them to come and give a presentation on what they do.  Motion to hear their discussion was passed.   Action to James to contact Josh at Presbytery Office for PCH and schedule the presentation to this committee no earlier than October 09.  
8. Pentecost, Peacemaking, and JOY special offerings will be brought to session meeting next month by motion for approval.  Action: James to bring to session.
9. Planning for One Great hour of Sharing, want to use projection for the information off the Presbyterian DVD.  Action to Diane Kane to keep minutes for mission under 1.5 minutes and to see audio team for coordination (except for DVD presentation, which runs 2.5 minutes).
10. Women Build:  March 14.  Status report – Lots of Women volunteers ready to build.  29 WPC members walked.  Money for the house is already contributed.  Action:  report on Women Build participation will be emailed to Jimmy by Jackie Allen to be included in formal minutes.
11. Team Member Updates
a. Request by Bud Allision… for Christmas International House  (CIH) November 1500.00,  WEEKIRK (an organization of small churches) for $350.00 May/June,   Presbyterian Center - $800.00.  Tabled until next quarter budget planning session.
b. Jimmy Spivey reported on the United Campus Ministries Gala Auction that was coordinated by Nancy Spivey. (Report attached)
c. Edna wanted to verify that Vellore was in our list of Outreach.  Action to James to talk to Pat about Vellore.    
d. Report from Kimberly Glaus-Late on Family Promise  (Attached)    Action:  Kim, Helen, and Jackie to make an assessment of the requirements, building arrangements, etc. to see if this is even a possible for WPC to participate with.
e. Ministries Action – Connie still working on listing all the missions that WPC members participate in.  6 inputs to date.  Clarified the action to list:
WPC members involved in 
1. Membership on a WPC committee, deacon, elder, usher,  Wednesday night cook, or youth leader, etc. - any involvement in the life of WPC
2. Involvement in community activities supported by WPC  - Bay Area Turning Point,  ICM,  Habitat for Humanity, etc.

3.  Involvment in community activities outside of WPC supported organizations -  Bay Area Symphony League,  AARP TaxAide, Armand Bayou Nature Center, etc..

f. Habit for Humanity – Building again in April and May.  Carl is now on the board for Bay Area HFH. Congratulations Carl.  For the last co-ed build, WPC had  the largest group ever.  Request for $1000.00 HFH - approved
12. Skipped
13. Items for Session Approval - Pentecost, Peacemaking, and JOY special offerings will be brought to session meeting next month by motion for approval.  Action: James to bring to session.
14. Items for Newsletter

a. Women build Article for HFH - Jackie
b. One Great Hour of Offering - Diane
c. Webster Web of Influence - Connie
15. Items for Bulletin board

a. OGHS – Diane/James
b. Ubuntu 

16. Items for Worship Bulletin
a. OGHS - Diane
b. Womens Build for HFH - Jackie.

Budget Summary for 1st Quarter 2009 $K

3.6 Budget


1.5 HFH (Women’s Build) (already disbursed)

0.2 Ubuntu


0.5 Vellore


1.0 HFH


0.4 Balance

Close in Prayer

Next Meeting is 4/5 at 1:30 pm at WPC.

· Status Action Items

· Devotional – Edna Arnold

· Budget summary to date - Action to James to email budget spreadsheet to Jimmy

Respectfully submitted…

J.Spivey
3/24/09

 Family Promise program Report. - Kimberly Glaus-Late
 

I attended the meeting last Monday night at St. Andrews church in Pearland.  My initial hope was that this program could be handled locally as part of the offering of programs at Interfaith Caring Ministries, but based on what I learned at the meeting, I no longer think that is a possibility.  

 

Creating an "interfaith hospitality network" involves 1) signing up "hosting organizations", to house families for a week at a time, 2) operating a "day center" which is where family members are able to go to shower and, if not already employed, conduct a job search, and 3) purchasing a van to move families from the day center to and from the overnight accommodations.  Paid staff include a network director, who provides case management to the families in the network and coordinates the day-to-day operations of the network, and a van driver, at a minimum.  

 

Hosting organizations must provide the following facilities:  a lounge area (with sofa, chairs, tables, TV), a dining area, a kitchen, bathroom access and sleeping accommodations.  Ideally, a separate room is provided for each family.  If this isn't possible, a fellowship hall can be divided with partitions to provide privacy.  The sleeping accommodations must be dedicated to the family for the entire week so that the guests' belongings are not disturbed.  Stays begin on Sunday and end Saturday.

 

Day centers must provide the following facilities:  a lounge area for families, a play area for children, a small room for the Network Director's office and showers.  I would think that computer and phone access are also requirements.

 

Each interfaith hospitality network must be a registered 501(c) 3 organization and carry liability insurance.  Funding for the program is usually raised locally through grants, community organizations and businesses.  Most first year budgets for networks are between $80 - $100K.  Most networks take about 18 months to get going.  The hardest part is recruiting host organizations.  At least 10 host organizations are needed to get started.

 

St. Andrews in Pearland is excited about this prospect.  There were four churches represented at the meeting I attended:  St. Andrews, Cokesbury UMC, Pearland UMC and WPC.  The current proposal is that the interfaith hospitality network would extend over three counties.  The day center would be located in one place and is the official address of the network.  All children are picked up for school from the day center and it is the responsibility of each school district to provide transportation.  This is why the van driver is an important person and must be a paid staff member as opposed to a volunteer.

 

St. Andrews wants to know how WPC would like to be involved.  Do we have the space to be a hosting organization? We do not have shower facilities, so we could not provide space for a day center at the moment.  The committee is meeting again on March 30.  Let me know what you are thinking about this.  Helen, could Interfaith Caring Ministries be used as a way of engaging other congregations?  Clear Lake UMC is also considering this mission project.

 

I need your feedback.  Jackie, I have materials for you, let me know how and when I can hand them off.

 

Grace and Blessings!  ~  Kimberly

Rev. and Mrs. Lancaster Gala

Benefiting the endowment for 

United Campus Ministries

of Greater Houston

A gala was held honoring the ministry of Rev. Lancaster on Feb. 21, 2009 at First Presbyterian Church, Houston, TX.   Planning began a year ago and The United Campus Ministries Board of Advisors and participating ministers designed and executed the three hour event.  The evening began with a silent auction featuring over 80 items that the board gathered from various sources to raise money for the endowment.  WPC had six items donated from various members' value totaling over $800.00.   I also co-chaired the silent auction portion of the event.   The evening included a formal dinner and program honoring the Reverend and his wife, Helen.  

The board had hoped to raise at least 25,000 to take advantage of a matching fund offer of $25,000 so that the total would be $50,000.  We raised over $80,000 in the silent auction and the "selling" of tables to sponsors.   Our final numbers will be given to us at our next board meeting in March.

WPC has generously supported this ministry and the board is grateful.  On behalf of the Advisory Board, I want to give you this report and thank you for your continued support.

Nancy J. Spivey

UCMGH Advisory Board Member

