March 24, 2009

Meeting Room
The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting on Tuesday, March 24, 2009, in the Meeting Room. The meeting was opened with a poem and prayer by the Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper, at 7:00 p.m.  
The following members of Session were present:

· Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper;

· Associate Pastors Helen DeLeon and Caressa Murray; and,

· Active Elders Shallon Barboza, Cathy Black, Kathy Braeuer, Jeanette Chase, Tye Cowan, John Dewey, Gene Fisseler (Clerk), John Grady, Dan Hunter, John Jordan, James Kinzler, Mary Lawrence, Jim Magnant, Joan McMillan, Randy Moore, Jennifer Paden, Jimmy Spivey, Mike Stearns, and Dennis Waehner. 
Also present was Treasurer Pat Koester.
A quorum was declared present by the Clerk and an Agenda for the meeting was approved.

The Session voted to approve minutes of the February 24 Stated Meeting of Session.
Treasurer’s Report – The Session received the Treasurer’s report.  

Clerk’s Report 
	Statistical Report

	
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of February 24, 2009
	732
	407
	

	  Gains
	
	
	

	     Transfer of Letter 

	+ 0 
	+ 0 
	

	     Reaffirmation of Faith
	+ 4 
	+ 2 
	Bigueras; Thompson

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0 
	

	
	
	
	

	  Losses
	
	
	

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 1
	- 1
	S Coffman

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Death

	- 0
	- 0
	

	Membership as of March 24, 2009
	735
	408
	

	
	
	
	

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	148
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total children, youth and adults
	883
	
	


Births: 
· Katie Allison Luedde daughter of Mark and Kim Luedde on February 26, 2009

· Aidan Robert Grady, son of Katie Grady, was born on February 27, 2009

· Logan Kristopher Russell, the son of Mike and Kristy Russell, March 11, 2009

New Business
The Session approved transfer letters for:

· Ann & Ed Barker to First Presbyterian Church, Santa Fe, New Mexico; 

· Andrew Kinzler to Westwood Presbyterian Church, Los Angeles, California.
The Session approved the baptism of Angelo Hughrben Floresca Bigueras, born August 21, 2008, son of Sherwin & Maureen Bigueras. 
Team/Committee Reports
· Administration

· Communication – The Committee is formulating a plan to work with other Session Committees to publish brochures describing their various functions and offerings.  Based on feedback from the church staff, installation of bulletin boards featuring photos of church leaders and staff is being considered.
· Personnel – The Session approved new Personnel Committee members Dorothy Kennedy, John Jordan, and Janis Edwards.
· Stewardshjp & Finance – The Session voted to call a special meeting of the Congregation and recommend that, when the current church loan totaling approximately $589,500 is refinanced, the Congregation approve borrowing of additional funds in the amount of $120,500.  The new loan balance will not exceed $710,000.  As a part of the motion placed before the Congregation, the following information will be provided:  
· The $120,500 will be utilized first to cover approximately $8,000 in closing costs associated with the refinancing, to repay $12,000 to the WPC designated  Building Fund from which funds were temporarily borrowed in 2007 to purchase the lot at the corner of Austin Street and NASA Parkway, and then to cover the cost of the following church physical plant maintenance items and capital improvements listed in the order of their priority: 
1. Roof replacement for the Administration and Bouton Hall buildings,
2. Install a new church sign at the corner of Austin Street and NASA Parkway,
3. Improvements to the acoustics in the Fellowship Hall. 
The Session voted to allow the Treasurer to move all the church accounts to the bank refinancing the loan.
· Vision – The Session voted to direct Tye Cowan to work with the Special Events Committee to investigate means to bring Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University to WPC.
· Buildings & Grounds – In Bouton Hall, the damaged and discolored acoustic ceiling tiles were replaced and the large ramp into the Gallery was removed.  A church volunteer workday is scheduled for Saturday, April 4.
· Care of Members – The Prayer Chain is renamed the Circle of Pray-ers.  The Deacons continue their support role for the Spirituality Center during Lent.
· Christian Nurture Ministry – Rally Day 2009 is set for August 23 to better coincide with the beginning of local public school terms.
· Adult Ministry – The spring term begins April 19 and continues through May 17.  Helen DeLeon will lead a series of speakers from different faiths (Bahai, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, and Christianity.  The return of the successful Summer Round Tables series is set for May 31 through July 5.
· Youth Ministry – The Session approved a youth car wash fundraiser on May 3 to support Youth Trips. The youth will lead morning worship services on April 19.
· Children’s Ministry – VBS planning continues with meetings twice each month.  A Mommy & Me Group will begin on Saturday, May 2, 9:30 to 11:00 a.m.
· Fellowship – There will be a pot luck lunch on May 3.
· Mission – The Session approved collection of the Pentecost special offering on May 31, the Peacemaking special offering on October 4, and Joy special offering on December 24.
· Welcoming – The Committee will work with Buildings & Grounds to designate certain parking areas for Guests.  The New Member Reception, originally set for March 29, has been rescheduled for Sunday, April 26.  A Welcoming Team Retreat is set for June 21, 2009.
· Worship – A Sanctuary Guild workday is scheduled for Saturday, April 4, at 9:00 a.m.
Upcoming meetings and important dates:

· Stated Meeting of Session is Tuesday, April 28, 2009, at 7:00 p.m.
The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer at 9:10 p.m. 


Gene Fisseler










Clerk of Session

