CHRISTIAN NUTURE COMMITTEE MEETING

16 MARCH 2009

Attending the meeting were Helen Deleon, Associate Pastor;  Cathy Black, Children’s Ministry; John Grady, Youth Ministry; John Dewey, Adult Ministry. 

The meeting was opened with prayer.

The 2009 budget for Christian Nurture was discussed as to the distribution between the three ministries: Children, Youth and Adult.  John Dewey expressed the desire to increase the Youth budget in order to better reflect their anticipated expenses for the year.  His proposal was that the increase come from the Adult Ministry.  The committee agreed that 2009 budget of $11,522.14, for Christian Nurture, should be distributed to the three ministries as:  $5434.11 to Children, $2750.00 to Youth and $3,338.03 for Adult.  The Children Ministry budget remained the same and the redistribution was reflected between Adult and Children.  John discussed this with the Adult Ministries Committee at their meeting on  12 March and the Adult Ministries Committee approved the redistribution.   Also, each of the ministries will submit to John their breakdown, by line item, for the year, and Christian Nurture will submit the revised budget to Finance.  

Easter Sunday School will be conducted as an intergenerational Sunday school.   Breakfast will be served in the Fellowship Hall.  Ed Tobia will lead the kitchen team for breakfast preparations.  At 10:15am, the children, with the help of the youth will conduct the annual Easter Egg hunt.  The committee requested that John Dewey talk with Mark about providing a homily for the remaining adult program after the Easter Egg hunt.  

There was a productive discussion about the meeting with Janet Allison concerning Parenting Classes.  Everyone agreed that it was necessary to pursue how to best follow-up on our meeting.  Cathy and Caressa would like to do something in the fall.  It would be best to have a weekend workshop in mid-August that would ideally include 25 to 35 people who would be interested in participating in a children and/or youth parenting classes.  Because Parenting Classes would involve all three ministries, John suggested that the classes be advertised under the Christian Nurture banner.  Cathy and Caressa will discuss with Janet Allison her availability in mid August and the cost and report back to Christian Nurture.    

May 24th will be an intergenerational Sunday School, in celebration of Memorial Day.  The Adult Sunday School Committee will coordinate the agenda.

The Children and Youth Ministries suggested that Rally Day, for the Fall Term, be held August 23rd.  The reason being that this date better coincided with the beginning of the school year.  This was brough to Adult Ministries Committee and they agreed.

Following the very successful Story Telling Workshop under the coordination of the Special Events Group and conducted by Rev. Ruge-Jones, the Christian Nurture Committee discussed how to proceed in developing the interest within the congregation and the outside community.  As a beginning, Helen will publish a notice advertising a meeting to discuss organizing a Story Telling Group.  The purpose of this group is to share with the church and the community the benefits of Biblical Story Telling.  Helen will coordinate with Mark the date of the first organization meeting so that Mark will be able to participate.  It was also recognized that it was important to have Worship Committee equally involved in this program.

The next meeting will be on April 20th at 7:00pm, in the Library.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

John Dewey, Christian Nurture Chairman  
