WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – May 30, 2024
When: 7:00PM at the Faxel’s house and via Zoom
Attendees:  Cathy Black, Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Debbie Masden, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz
Ralph opened with a prayer.

Sharing/Other:
Congratulations to Vierra on her high school graduation.  Anya to update us next time about her work with Dallas International University and Wycliffe.
Earth Day Celebration Event Review:
· Earth Care themed liturgy for Earth Day service, April 21, was planned by Jean.  Thanks to Jean for her liturgy and directing folks to the lunch and Earth Day speaker in Bouton Hall.
· Earth Day Celebration on April 21, hosting a vegetarian luncheon and Solar Panel Party, had a guest speaker, Kyle McAuliffe from the Houston Zoo.  More than 60 people attended the luncheon and program about the Attwater’s Prairie Chicken.  Watched a short film “Little Grouse on the Prairie” and enjoyed a presentation from Kyle McAuliffe with the Houston Zoo.  Kyle detailed the Zoo’s partnership with Johnson Space Center to provide a habitat for the birds to breed. 
· Note to see about a mic for speaker in Boutin Hall as some people had difficulty hearing.
· On April 27 from 10:30 to 12:00, we had 34 people attend the WPC Pollinator workshop with guest speaker, Cheryl Folkes, from the Native Plant Society of Texas.  We enjoyed an insightful presentation about native plants and then participants took home their own pollinator container garden with a Texas native nectar plant and aquatic milkweed to help the Monarch butterflies’ migration.

Earth Day Celebration Event Planning:
· McWhirter plant workshop: Plant workshop for Makers Eve event TBA; Brenda coordinating with Judy Brown – looking at potentially the Fall. With this season change need to determine what plants to use?
Other 2024 plans:
· Fall Family Campout dates:  
· First choice: Nov. 15-17 and second choice: Nov. 01-03.
· 5 sites reserved last year plus a sixth for an RV.  
· Brenda reserved 5 sites and Anya 1 site for Nov. 01-03 weekend.  The First choice days have not been released yet – 5 months out.
· Consider develop of an Interfaith Earth Care group to share ideas.
· No response from Interfaith group.  Joe to check with Tom S. about interest.
WPC Green Items
On-going activities:
· Use of recycled paper towels:  Transitioning to replace other dispensers as working down existing inventory.  
· Consider next locations: office sink, Fellowship Hall or C.E. Wing RRs.
· Rain barrels:  Let’s consider repainting the one by the sanctuary.  
· How about it Anya? And Debbie and Brenda are glad to help.
· Smart Thermostats:  The first new thermostats are installed in the Sanctuary.  Joe contacted Don, who gave Joe, James and Ralph a status update and training on how the four timed programs are set-up and how to do an [Override] of a program for a one-off event.
New Activities to investigate:
· Electric water heaters: 
· Review cost effectiveness for programmable timers for Sanctuary (i.e. Deacons use on Communion Sundays and Janitorial staff during weekday afternoons).
· Fellowship Hall consider tankless as used sporadically (i.e. contact Jennifer Carr for day/night options). 
Movie Night:
· On a Friday this summer.  Brenda contacted the Unity Church and shared movie ideas.  Movies their congregation has watched: “ My Octopus Teacher” and “Wall-E.”  
Garden Sharing (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast) 

June 09 – Phyllis/Jean
July through September off, next date is Oct. 13.

Budget: 
Our 2024 annual budget is $400.  We have spent ~$45 YTD.  Remember to turn in any Earth Day event expenses.

Education Item:
On hold till July with all the Earth Day and Springtime events.

Next Meeting
The next Earth Care meeting is Thursday, July 11 at Debbie’s home at 7PM, with the option to join by Zoom.
Future Educational Items
With the many activities in the Springtime let us forgo the Education Item until July.
July – Anya or Joe ??
August - TBA

Recycling Schedule (Changing back to monthly – also picking up some recycling from Fellowship kitchen)

To inform Liz that it’s ok to recycle envelopes with windows as well as cardboard, but not shredded paper or similar cut strips from the paper cutter.  Also, forward to Liz the recycling scheduled showing who will be picking up each month.

June – Kim
July – Joe
August - Debbie

Watering Schedule
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month)
· Week 1 – Kim  (Team as backup)  
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Team is backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup)

Ralph to email the Moon Tree Team about the summer watering schedule.

Debbie closed the meeting with a prayer.
