WPC Earth Care Team Minutes  – June 08, 2023 
When:  Via Zoom and at the Faxel’s house at 7:00PM
Attendees: Anya Ezhevskaya, Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Phyllis Koenig, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz
Ralph opened us with a prayer.

Sharing/Other:
· Brenda introduced us to a Webinar on Food Waste.  And the Fall NPSOT plant sale is Oct. 21 at UHCL EIH.
· Joe introduced us to two webinars: 1) June 15 from IPL on Government Grants for Solar Power, 2) June 21 from Project Draw Down on Moving Towards Solutions.
· Anya talk with us about a Philosophy Conference that has gone all on-line to reduce its Carbon Footprint.
· Our two American Sycamore Moon Trees are doing well at 7ft and 10ft respectively with Team Moon Tree still watering them once a week.  

WPC Green Ideas:
· On Going activities:
· Solar Panels
· Replacing key light switches with occupancy motion switches
· Change Incandescent and Fluorescent tubes with LEDS, and recycle the fluorescent tubes at Stella Roberts Pearland Recycling Center
· New Activities to investigate – by whom:
· Interfaith Power and Light (IPF) Cool Congregation Certificate – Joe S.
· Smart Thermostats – Joe S. and Ralph F.
· Auto-flush toilets – not much interest to pursue as recently upgraded facilities.
· Plastic Bag recycling
· Not much interest to collect plastic bags as part of the TREX recycling program to earn a bench.
· Collect plastic bags as a mission program for Mats for Homeless People. - Anya and Phyllis
· Review use of Bamboo/recycled paper bathroom.  - Kim and Ralph
· Review LEED certification to learn new ideas.  - Anya
Earth Day Review:
A) Presbyterian Women’s Organization speaker/presentation:
· An opportunity to share presentation with Woodlands Community Church.
· Mission of Yahweh in Houston interested in starting a Butterfly Garden. Jean is coordinating.

Frontier Utility box update –   on hold till after Earth Day celebrations.

Solar Panel Update:
On May 28th reviewed conduit routing and Inverter on order.  Potentially start panel installation in June.


Movie Night:
Joe Schawrz has June 9 at 7PM showing “2040 Regeneration.”  Need several folks to make popcorn and set-up for lemonade.

Earth Care Web page:
Joe Schawrz is looking into revising our web site with new pictures and information potentially quarterly.  

Garden Sharing: (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast):  					  	Garden Sharing Schedule:
· May (Mother’s Day) - Anya and Jean
· June – The Faxels
· October - TBD
Budget:
· Earth Care 2023 budget for 2023 is $450, an increase from $300. Remember to turn in your Earth Day event or Butterfly Garden expenses.  Paid $75 for annual membership donation to Presbyterian for Earth Care.
Educational Item:  – Joe showed a video to get us thinking about the impacts of Climate change and the movie “2040 Regeneration” Friday night.  
Next Meeting:
· meeting date:  Friday, August 11,  at 7PM at Anya’s house with a zoom option.
No Meeting in July.
Future Educational Items:
· June - Joe
· August – Anya
· September - Ralph
Recycling Schedule: (changing back to monthly) - also picking up some from Fellowship kitchen.
· June – Faxels
· July – Anya
· August – Jean
· September – Koenigs
Watering Schedule: 
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month) 
· Week 1 – Kim ( team is backup)  - Kim start us back watering as it has been dry.
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup) 
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Allens are backup) 
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup) 
· Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup) 
Kim closed us with a prayer. 
