WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – June 16, 2022
When:  Via Zoom at 7PM
Attendees: Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Cathy Black, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, and Phyllis Koenig.
Brenda opened with a prayer.
Sharing/Other
· Faith and the Climate Crisis: A Summer Four-Part Class: You are invited to join in a free 4-part program called Faith and the Climate Crisis. It will be offered by Presbyterian Climate Advocates on Zoom on four consecutive Sundays, July 10-31, 2022, 4:00-5:15 pm EDT. Read more about the class here. To register and receive your Zoom invitation, please go to: https://www.presbyclimateadvocates.org/upcoming-classes/
· Sharing Table to be renamed, with more focus on sharing things from our gardens.  New “reduced’ focus - new name.  The plan is to restart October 09th aligning with the second Sunday breakfast. 
 Action: Each of us present a new name(s) for next meeting.  EC Team to review options and select a new name. 
· Frontier Cable box at NASA 1 and Houston Street:  Consider painting or covering with a vinyl wrap.
Action:  Brenda to get ideas and costs, to present to the EC team.  Once select an idea, and then need permissions from City and Frontier.
Moon Tree  
The trees are growing well.  Starting in June now have a team of five people each taking a specific week of the month to water the trees.  Thanks for the help.  Also Ralph installed a water bladder at base of trees to help retain moisture during the hot summer stretch.
Action:  The team of five will water the trees.
Solar Panel Update
No update on timing, with the initial target of October.  We are waiting in the queue for Lighthouse Solar on panel installations.  
Movie Night
The next movie night is planned for Friday, July 08.  The movie is:  “Biggest Little Farm” 			   (2018) 1hr 31 min
Future Movie options: 	
· “Happening: A Clean Energy Revolution”          (2017) 1 hr 11 min	
Action:  Joe to send out Constant Contact, Earth  Care team to help with concessions.
Educational Item 
Ralph shared Birding and park volunteer opportunities.   
See attached PowerPoint at the end:

Next Meetings
· Thursday, August 18 at 7PM and do we want to meet in-person?  Skipping a meeting in July
Future Educational Items
· Aug. – Joe
· Sept. – Kim
· Oct. – Brenda
· Nov. - Phyllis

Recycling Schedule (back to monthly)
· June – Debbie 
· July – Faxels
· Aug. – Phyllis
· Sept. – Cathy

Watering Schedule
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month)
· Week 1 – Kim  (Team as backup)  
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Allens are backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup)

Ralph closed us with a prayer.

Team’s calendar look ahead:
	January: 
	1) Consider buying early-bird tickets for Wild & Scenic Film Festival held in Feb. 16-20, 2023.
2) Check-in with RV campers about reserving RV sites for Earth Day Camping Trip.
3) Earth Care re-certification application.

	February:
	

	March:
	

	April:
	

	May:
	

	June:
	

	July: 
	

	August:
	1) Submit Earth Care budget for next year

	September
	1)  Fall workday – focus rain barrels

	October: 
	1) Discuss Earth Day Theme and Plans
2) Kayak trip

	November:
	

	December:
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EIH at UHCL



• Environmental Institute of Houston at the UHCL campus for weeding, 
planting, and other maintenance activities. We meet every Tuesday 
(except University holidays) from 9am – 11am. For more information 
contact Wendy Reistle



• Take plastic lids
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Challenger 7
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Sylvan Rodriguez Park
• 2nd Wednesday of month - Sylvan Rodriguez Park Prairie Planting/Potting 8:30am
• Come help Houston Parks And Recreation Dept’s Natural Resources Management Program restore prairie at the park by planting 



prairie plants(forbs and grasses) into our 72-acre restoration site. Let Chatt know if you can be there(either text or email).



• There will also be potting of prairie grasses at the HPARD maintenance facility. The potting is limited so please email Chatt Smith if 
you plan to be there.



• Locations:
• Planting Sylvan Rodriguez Park 1201 Clear Lake City Blvd



• Potting HPARDs maintenance facility, 16830 Diana Lane



• This work day will be one of the monthly restoration days for Sylvan Rodriguez, scheduled for the 2nd Wednesday of the month.



• If you have any questions, contact Chatt Smith
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Volunteer Opportunities in 
the Bay Area
June Earth Care Education Item



Ralph Faxel
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Local Bird Surveys:



• 1st Saturday - Houston Audubon Seabrook Pine Gully Park survey - 9am near the fishing pier, Stennie Meador is co-leader



• 2nd Saturday - Houston Audubon Armand Bayou monthly survey - 7am at the gate Andrew Hamlet leads (don't be late, the gate closes at 7:10)



• 3rd Saturday - EIH Youth Birding Club at Exploration Green or EIH (ask Rowena where) - 9am at Diana parking lot (must have EIH approval)



• 4th Saturday - Houston Audubon UH Coastal Center monthly survey - 7am at the gate Chris Bick leads-



•
• 1st Monday – Bay Oaks Quarterly Bird Count (June 06) – 7:30am, Debbie Repasz lead



• 1st Tuesday - Texas Audubon TERN (Texas Estuarian Resource Network) Sweetwater survey - 7am at the gate gate close to the bird tower near the 
north end of 103rd St., Galveston



• 2nd Tuesday - Texas Audubon TERN Exploration Green survey - 7am at the parking lot on Diana Ln. west side of phase 1



• 3rd Tuesday - Texas Audubon TERN UHCL survey - 7am at the EIH parking lot (north end of the parking lot on the east side of the Bayou Bldg)



• 4th Tuesday - Texas Audubon TERN Nassau Bay Wildlife Peninsula survey - 7am at Nassau Lake parking lot, just before the dog park



•
• 1st Wednesday – Resoft Park Monthly Bird Count – 7:30am, Debbie Repasz lead
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Local Bird Surveys:



• 1st Wednesday – Resoft Park Monthly Bird Count – 7:30am, Debbie Repasz lead



• 1st Thursday - Houston Audubon Houston Botanic Garden Bird Survey - 7:30am at  8205 N Bayou Dr, Houston, TX 77017 Leader: Mary Anne Weber



• 3rd Thursday Houston Audubon Baytown Nature Center – 8am - Chuck Davis leads



• Unless otherwise noted, the leader is Davis Clay



• Some surveys take off for the summer and restart in August or September
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Wetlands Restoration



• Exploration Green:
• Tue and Wednesday 8:30am to 11:30
• Wetland Restoration at Exploration Green nursery. We are at our new 



location, the corner of Seakale and Bay Area Blvd. Location may change. 
Contact Christy Taylor



• Armand Bayou:
• Friday 8:30am to 11:00
• prairie restoration activities: potting, lateral transfers, weeding and more at 



Armand Bayou Nature Center. Volunteers meet at the green house. For more 
information contact Jim Duron.
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