WPC Earth Care Team Meeting Minutes – May 23, 2021
A  meeting was held May 23, 2021 at 4:30 pm at Anya’s.
Attendees:  Kim Kinzler, Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, Jean Zophy, Debbie Masden, and Anya Ezhevskaya. 
Joe gave the opening prayer. 
Review of Earth Day Sunday and Video
The team was very pleased with both the Sunday services and the video presentation. The video has received more than 100 views on youtube. The team has received favorable comments from other congregation members. A big thank you was given for India Allen and her work of putting the video together.
Review of BC Whigham’s Memorial
The memorial service was well attended and the weather was perfect for an outside gathering. The Deacons assisted in the set up and clean up. The butterfly garden was in great shape for hosting part of the memorial service.
Butterfly Garden Status
The butterfly garden is looking good. The team will continue watering as needed. The mostly dead hedge behind the garden will be trimmed back substantially by Joe and Kim. We will consider what to do with the Carolina Jasmine as it is expected to spread considerably.
Solar Panel Project Update
Joe reported that the team is still looking into ways to better manage the energy usage at the church, including better thermostat control.  The team is still in conversation with John Hartman about solar panels, but that option does not seem feasible with our current electricity contract. (Details are in last month’s minutes).  
Joe reminded us that the church currently has a contract with Green Mountain Energy, which ensures that on an annual basis, 100% of our paid electricity usage is produced using renewable resources. 
Paperless Service
The team is concerned about paper waste from the possible printing of too many bulletins each week. Many congregants can look at the bulletin on their phones or other devices. We will monitor the number of bulletins by counting unused bulletins after each service (Jean). Jeanette will make a sign for the bulletin basket asking people to use their phone if possible. Debbie will write an article for the newsletter. Anya will speak with Keith.
Movie Night – Fall Event
Joe and Jeanette proposed that the Earth Care Team host a 4 week movie series in the fall. The movies will be shown on 4 consecutive Friday nights, perhaps in October. Possible movies include “An Inconvenient Sequel”, “Kiss the Ground”, “Biggest Little Farm”, and some of the “Planet Earth II” or “Blue Earth” series.


Education Item for each Meeting
Joe shared part of an NPR radio show, “Living on Earth”, with the team. The selection was from the April 4 episode, “Restoring Life in the Oceans”, an interview with Enric Sala. Sala spoke to how areas of the ocean do recover from damage if they are undisturbed for a period of only 10 years or so. This was unexpected. One example is Cabo Pulmo National Park in Mexico. One quote is, “People must fall in love with a place to protect it.” just giving the facts does not encourage enough action.
We’d like to include education items at each meeting going forward.
Other items
There is interest in another kayaking and tailgating event hosted by the Earth Care Team. A possible date is October 23, 9-1.
There is interest in another camping trip sponsored by the Earth Care Team. Most likely date would be spring of 2022. Kim will look into park possibilities including Martin Dies Jr., Stephen F. Austin, and Brazos Bend state parks.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The bottle cap art project needs to be finished and hung. Kim will look for the large bag of bottle caps. 
Next Meeting: 
The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for Sunday, July 11th, at 4:30 pm.  We will meet in-person at Kim Kinzler’s.
The meeting was closed with prayer.
Recycling Schedule (every other month)
July – Dixons		September – Kim	November – Joe	January - Debbie 
Watering Schedule
· Week 1 – Kim  (Kathy is backup.)  (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month.)
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Bill and Kathy are backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – The Allens (Anya is backup)
