May 28, 2019
WPC Meeting Room
The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a stated meeting of the Session on Tuesday, May 28, 2019, at 7:04 p.m.
Welcome and Call to Order were offered by Moderator Rev. Dr. Keith Uffman. 
A quorum was declared present consisting of the following:

· Senior Pastor Keith Uffman, Associate Pastor Helen DeLeon,
· Ruling Elders Allen Brown, Bill Dixon, Sandy Dwyer, Kim Kinzler, Pat Koester, Kimberly Glaus Late, Bill Lopez, Jess Martinez, Chris Ramsay, Ian Russell, Kevin Snowden, Al Strahan, Nancy Steger, Ed Tobia; 
· Treasurer Jimmy Spivey, and Clerk to Session Melisa Ferguson, and
· Special guest Bart Tucker, Director of the Fuller Center Disaster Re:Builders.
The Session approved the agenda.
As a reminder, the Session did not meet in April 2019.
Bart Tucker, Director of the Fuller Center Disaster Re:Builders, gave the Session an overview of the ongoing efforts for Harvey recovery in the Houston/Galveston area and shared photos and video of the current build site.  Bart stated that it seems like they will be in the area continuing repairs and rebuilding for another one to one and a half years.  Serve churches and agencies are involved in the ongoing efforts, such as Clear Lake Presbyterian Church (housing volunteers), Mount Olive Missionary Baptist Church (back up housing), Bay Area Habitat for Humanity (donating property for a new build), Catholic Charities, and St. Bernard Pariah out of Louisiana.  Bart was housing with Elders Lynn and Kevin Snowden, and is now Elders Pat and Pete Koester. Pete serves as the Disaster Re:Builders Treasurer.
As an opening prayer, the Session heard a group of Amish Fuller volunteers sing “How Great Thou Art” in their tradition of singing prayers.
The Session and the Deacons read together the WPC Vision Statement, revised and approved by Session in June 2018.

Webster Presbyterian Church is an evolving spiritual community joyfully serving Christ as active disciples.  We welcome ALL alongside us to create a more loving, affirming, just and sustainable world, valuing spiritual inquiry, civility of discourse, scientific ideas, and artistic expression.

The Session received a staff report from Pastor Helen:

· In her role as Moderator of Presbytery, Pastor Helen has been in LaPorte, Baytown, Pasadena, and Bay City, and has upcoming commitments at St. Phillip, Katy, northwest Houston, and Chiro (near Huntsville).

· She has observed that most churches are really small and is encouraging them to reach out to nearby Presbyterian churches and churches of other denominations within their communities as resources.
· Former WPC member Char Ingram as handmade new communion ware for us in the WPC tartan colors.  The pieces will be delivered on June 3.
· New acolyte robes and stoles have arrived.

· The Interfaith Council of Greater Clear Lake board is creating a vision statement, coordinated by Pastor Helen.  This effort is in advance of a November 9, 2019, event themed on the Golden Rule – a concept embraced by all faiths.

The Session received a staff report from Pastor Keith:

· Pastor Keith will be taking watermelon and beer to the Fuller worksite as a thank you to the volunteers.

The Session heard a finance report from Treasurer Jimmy Spivey.  Jimmy stated that April was a good month and that we are positive for the month, although still negative for the year.  Giving is down, although spending is, too.  
Pastor Keith informed the Session that the 2019 Stewardship campaign will include “Burning the Mortgage” to celebrate clearing our debt.

The Session approved the Clerk’s Omnibus Motion that contained the following items:
Approval of Minutes – Approve the minutes of the following meeting(s):

· January 22, 2019: Stated Meeting of Session Minutes

· March 26, 2019: Stated Meeting of Session Minutes
	Statistical Report
	 

	 
	Individuals
	Families
	Comments

	Membership as of March 26, 2019
	405
	249
	 

	Gains
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Reaffirmation or Statement of Faith
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Profession of Faith & Baptism
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	     Other
	+ 0
	+ 0
	

	Losses
	 
	 
	 

	     Transfer of Letter
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Removal from Roll
	- 0
	- 0
	

	     Death
	- 1
	- 1
	Mary Frances Kane

	Membership as of May 28, 2019
	404
	248
	 

	Baptized persons who’ve not made Professions of Faith
	54
	 
	

	Total adults, children, and youth
	458
	
	


Church Life Milestones:

Births
· None.
Baptisms
· None.
Weddings
· None.
Deaths

· Mary Frances Kane, March 27, 2019.
Memorial Services

· Rev. Helen DeLeon and Rev. Keith Uffman officiated a memorial service for Mary Frances Kane at Webster Presbyterian Church on Saturday, April 6, 2019.

· Rev. Helen DeLeon officiated a memorial service for Suzanne Green at Webster Presbyterian Church on Saturday, April 13, 2019.

New Members

· None.
Pastoral Care off Campus

· None.
The Session approve a motion to elect Pat Koester, Kevin Snowden, and Bill Dixon as three of our four commissioners for the July 20 Meeting of Presbytery to be held at Brenham Presbyterian Church.  A fourth commissioner will be sought out.

Finance & Stewardship (F&S) Committee Chair Ruling Elder Kevin Snowden provided an update to the Capital Campaign.  The Fellowship Hall roof is complete.  Light bulbs for the Sanctuary ceiling fixtures have been ordered.  Once an installation time is scheduled, it should only take one week to complete the installation. Kevin made plans to inform the congregation of the progress on the next Sunday.

Elder Chris Ramsay, serving on the Worship, Arts, and Music Committee, reminded the Session that there is always a need for Elders to serve communion.
Vision Team Elder Kimberly Glaus Late presented the “Caregiving Over Dinner” concept to the group.  The concept evolved from the “Death Over Dinner” series.  The plan is to host dinners for 8 – 10 people of various faiths, determine a topic, and then the host facilitates the discussion. Events are planned for June through August and the Vision Team will assess the feedback in the fall.
The Session approved a motion from the Mission Committee authorizing WPC’s enrollment as an American Red Cross (ARC) Emergency Shelter for the Webster area.

The Session approved a motion from the Mission Committee to renew WPC’s continued commitment to Family Promise of Clear Creek (FPCC) as a Family Promise Affiliate Host Congregation for an additional two (2) year period, May 2019 through May 2020.
The Session reaffirmed an email vote held on May 2, 2019, that approved a motion from Allen Brown, chair of the Facilitation Team, to allow Missy Rorrer to temporarily display WPC church artifacts for the Bay Area Museum Silver Tea event to be held Sunday, May 5, 2019, at the Bay Area Museum (the original WPC “Little White Church”) at 5001 NASA Rd 1, from 3:00pm to 5:00pm.

Pastor Keith led the Session in a servant leadership/spiritual formation activity on the Outreach Guiding Principles.
· How do we develop an invitational ethic at WPC?

· Where do we invite people? To our homes, on our outings, sometimes even to church.

· Are we trying to convert or add members?  God does the converting.  We hope to add to our numbers indirectly.  Our primary aim is to invite others to draw alongside us to do beautiful things for God.

· What is the plan?  We sometimes repurpose what we already enjoy doing.

· Mission: Do many small things with great love.  Offer “one-off” events.  Support interfaith needs, snacks to teachers, cook meals for members or non-members….

The purpose of the meeting having been accomplished, a closing prayer was offered by Ruling Elder Kevin Snowden and the Session voted to adjourn at 8:45p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Melisa Ferguson

Clerk to Session
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