
Children’s Ministry Team (CMT) Status 

6/23/2015
1. CMT Meeting – the Children’s Ministry Team (CMT) did not meet on June 17, 2015 as planned due to all the efforts expended on VBS during the week before.

2. Vacation Bible School:  WPC Vacation Bible School 2015 – Hometown Nazareth

This year’s VBS experience was unique for all involved.  Each night the activities were preceded by a dinner and initiated with an opening celebration of singing, dancing, and praying.  Six children’s “tribes” and an adult “tribe” then moved out to explore different aspects of what it must have been like where Jesus grew up and lived.  

Each tribe started with a small group discussion that included the Bible verse and the Bible point.  The participants had a fun and games time.  Each tribe visited Mary’s house to engage Mary and her friend Eunice in what it meant to watch Jesus group up and become the Son of God.  The focus of each night was the Marketplace with shops, activities, foods, and characters that gave one a taste of what Nazareth would have been like as a common place and as a special place watching Jesus grow to fulfill God’s purpose. The tribes met from more discussion and then closed with more celebration.  The youth volunteers had their own wrap-up sessions as then also continued in fellowship “after hours”.

During the week, the VBS participants collected $321.63 of offering for Peru.  They also bagged 212 bags of rice and 212 bags of beans that were critically needed by ICM (over a third was used during VBS week as it was delivered).  The VBS kids wrote 20 letters to the children in Peru.  Over 70 children, youth, and adults participated in VBS each night.  

It was special to watch the kids take on the role of active Christians themselves by worship, through mission, with praise, and to even state their own faith as they interacted with the residents of Nazareth.  They (and the adults and volunteers) contributed a large number of “God Sightings” to state where they say the Holy Spirit working around them. 

Thanks to all the youth and adult volunteers that made this possible!

3. Summer Mission Sundays:  The Children's Christian Ed director has proposed a summer program that would provide mission-based programming for the children during the summer.  A proposed format (light breakfast, scripture presentation, a 30-minute mission project, and a question time) and list of proposed mission projects was provided to the CMT and discussed.  The logistics and implementation issues are still being worked due to VBS and staff availability issues.  The advantages of this programming were also discussed and includes: addressing the needs and desires of current younger families; intergenerational possibilities; allowing a giving experience for the kids; and syncing with current pulpit messages.  Coordination with the Mission Committee and the Campus Management Committees has been initiated.  
4. An assessment of the current programming plans for the fall is underway to determine if some mission programming can be injected into the curriculum at that time.  The CMT has requested that the Children's Ministry Director bring the fall programming plans back after VBS for such a discussion.  
The first exercise of this approach was help on 5/24/15 as the youth and children worked together to fill Agape bags.  This was a rare and highly successful event that allowed the interaction between these two groups.  
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