Report June 2014 to Session of new ministry under Care:
Lay Chaplain Ministry
The Lay Chaplain Ministry is an extension of the ministry of Presbyterian Outreach to Patients, a non-profit organization of the Presbytery of New Covenant.  Under the leadership of Rev. Dr. Steve Spidell and Rev. Helen DeLeon, POP developed an ecumenical lay chaplaincy ministry at Clear Lake Regional Hospital.  Prior to this ministry, there was no spiritual presence at Clear Lake Regional Hospital.  This ministry is not an evangelical ministry; it is a ministry of presence to people in the hospital, a time when they are most vulnerable.  Lay chaplains do not mention the church or house of worship with which they are affiliated, and they offer their presence to people regardless of religious affiliation or lack thereof.  They bring the presence of the Almighty into the room with them.  They briefly inquire into each patient’s need for comfort or conversation and offer to pray for each one if that is desired. 
Webster Presbyterian Church is the most active participant in this ministry, at least to date.  For an individual to participate, the person must first be trained by the POP ministry, then must apply to Clear Lake Regional Hospital through the Human Resources office to become a volunteer.  Each person must meet the hospital’s requirements and receive hospital training, after which, each is given the opportunity to “shadow” an experienced lay chaplain.  After that, the hospital assigns each lay chaplain to a particular floor of the hospital, and the lay chaplain makes visits to patients. 
Currently, those of the Webster community of faith who are making visits are Jim Young, Jeanne Camp, and Carrie Martin.  Michael Cooper soon will join them.  Jim Young is our lead for this ministry.  The ministry  is under the auspices of the Care Ministry of the Session, and Pastor Helen DeLeon is the pastor liaison. 
From January through May 2014, WPC lay chaplains have visited 656 patients at Clear Lake Regional Hospital.  Jim Young made 638 of those visits.  The other lay chaplains have just begun their work; Jim has been serving all year.
From this point, a monthly report of visits made will be provided in the Care Ministry report.
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