Children’s Ministry Team Meeting - 6/19/2013, 6:30 pm in Parenting Room
Prayer and Devotion

Linda Smith-Gregory provided a devotional by reading a short story of Dorcus, the woman that the Apostle Peter raised from the dead.  An important part of the story was the good works that she did for others both before and after the miracle event.   
Items for Session Approval

The informational presentation to the Session concerning the special needs discussion was prepared but not provided at the May Session meeting.  It may occur at the June meeting but a report on VBS from the CMT will take priority.  Additionally, Session needs to be informed of the shortage of volunteers for the Kingdom Kids Summer Camp.
Standing Agenda Items – Updates

Sunday School:  Not discussed
Nursery:  Not discussed

Wed Night Activity: The upcoming CMT meetings will likely move to a Sunday after 2nd Service time slot to make time for an expanded Wednesday evening program.  Joint planning between the Youth and Children’s Ministry Teams is needed to facilitate these plans.  
Child Protection Services: Not discussed

Parenting Small Group: Not discussed

News from Nurture Committee: A nurture committee meeting will be held on July 1.  CMT does not need to have anything specific planned but be prepared to discuss ideas for Rally Day (Scheduled for September 8th, which is also Christian Ed day).  The CMT did discuss past Rally Day activities and suggests that this not be used this year.  The team felt that a booth-based rally day would not work for multiple years.  Also the team strongly felt that hearing presentations on various ministry activities in the Sanctuary was not useful for the children.  The CMT did discuss the time and need for Christian Education during isolated one service Sundays.  It was decided that the CMT would recommend no CE on those Sundays since they were isolated.  
News from Session: The Session has discussed deciding on a set time for single service Sundays – 10:15am.  

Budget: Not discussed
Vacation Bible School: The team discussed and summarized the 2013 WPC Vacation Bible School experience.  It was a high energy week with lots of commitment and resulted in lots of kids going home singing Christian songs.

At the highest count 123 people participated including children, youth workers, and adults.  There was an average of 50 kids per night with a 1 to 1 worker to kid ratio.   A large number (perhaps 1/3 of the participants did not regularly attend WPC).  More dads were able to participate as it was at night.  Dinner was served to 116 to 130 people each night.  The dinners were kid friendly.  There were approximately 15 kids in the adult class.  From 15 to 17 youth participated in After Hours each night.   Between 1/3 and ½ of the youth were not regular members either.  
The attendees bagged 150 pounds of beans for the ICM food bank.  300 pounds of rice were also bagged.  240 bags of school supplies for McWhirter were created.  63 cat toys and 250 dog biscuits were created for the League City animal shelter.  $300 dollars of pennies, nickels, and dimes were collected as a donation to the Operation Christmas Child.   The backdrops and shield props will be loaned to Seabrook United Methodist and then returned here for use during the Kingdom Kids summer camp.  A music CD was given to each family.    
The participants included 2 special needs children, 2 special needs youth (one was a worker), and 2 special needs adults as workers.  We can make a point that we ministered and taught these people but in reality, they ministered to and taught everyone else with equal and opposite dedication.   One child with high-functioning autism was mainstreamed with no issues.  The second child with low-functioning/non-verbal autism was provided with adult shadows to assist in integrating into activities.  He was with his peer group but there were comments that he might have been more accepted with an older group.  A youth with low- functioning autism was aided by his family.  He was given space to move around during the opening ceremonies and was very happy with the music.  He was introduced to several groups of the children and interacted with his peers and other adults in ways that normally not been available to him.  The other youth with low vision acted as a helper and took on critical leadership duties during mission and game activities as well as having significant interaction with a multitude of adult and youth workers.   One high-functioning special-needs adult acted as a shadow for the autistic child.  In a similar vein, an adult introduced his service dog to all of the children and discussed the history and experience of his helper.  These individuals were all seen as part of the Church and/or part of the group not as someone different – and instilling that mindset is of immeasurable importance.  
There were several suggestions for consideration for future VBS years.  There was good singing and dancing during the opening and closing ceremonies but the ceremonies may have gone too long.  One might consider using the youth as some of the story tellers.  There was a suggestion for more adults to act as shepherds.  There was some discussion on separating the boys and girls in some age group, but this was decided to not be a good idea.  The pick-up approach worked well.  However, the time was a little late for the youngest participants but this was a trade-off to allow folks that work.  The youngest participants (toddlers) could have been pulled in more.  They could have used a dedicated pool.  Also the ants on the grounds were problematic.
The participants liked the mission projects and the games but games were limited and they kept asking for more.  A suggestion for next year would be to combine mission and crafts and give games its dedicated time slot each day.  Another suggestion was to shorten the opening and closing ceremonies and give games a dedicated slot using the extra time.  All this is in place of giving up mission time for more games.  There was also discussion on the need to have some different arts and crafts and to better organize the crafts.  A specific suggestion was that the lanterns were good but the sand was messy.  
There was a somewhat general comment that there was not enough information for some of the project stations.  Also, having the youth training on the first day of VBS worked well.  After Hours was well attended and drew in a large group.
New Items

Kingdom Kids Summer Camp: We currently have 35 to 40 kids expected from McWhirter and 10 WPC kids expected.   Currently we have 10 volunteers and not all of them can work all sessions.  We need 30 volunteers.  Multiple openings are available including reading support, meals, music, crafts, and demonstrations.  
July Church Picnic: Nothing form CMT is needed for the July 7th picnic/service

New Committee Members: No updates for additional members.

1001 Worshipping Communities: 1001 Worshipping Communities is an initiative of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. to build off established churches to reach underserved populations.  Helen Rose suggested that this is a possibility to assist in starting a ministry to special needs populations.  Linda reported the First Presbyterian and Heights Presbyterian churches have special needs groups.  It was suggested that we should understand how they carry out this work.  There is also a meeting at Pines Presbyterian Church on Wednesday June 26 that would be a source of knowledge concerning the 1001 Worshipping Communities initiative; however it is unclear if anyone is available to attend.  Linda asked to see the demographics information collected for the Session retreat.  
Summer Activities:

The team discussed several potential activities as potential family field trips this summer that would include the children.  These included: the circus, the Children’s Museum, the Astros game that is followed by a Christian concert.  Linda will ask a few parents to assess any interest. 

Summer Camp Proposal:  A suggestion was given during the meeting to ask the church to fund a scholarship for a church camp during the summer for a WPC child or youth.  No action was taken now but discussions with the Youth Ministry Team should be the next step.
Attendees

Rachel Boeckenauer, Nina Moede, Melissa Moede, Linda Smith-Gregory, Helen Rose Moore, George James
