WPC Mission Team Meeting
Minutes 6/01/08
ATTENDEES: Kim Glaus-Late, Diane Kane – Elder, Helen DeLeon – Pastor, Ann Taylor, Edna Arnold, Carl Allen, Coco Motley, Florence Sell, Bud Allison

UNABLE TO ATTEND: Melissa Moede, Jackie Allen, Connie Carden, Arland Actkinson, Marjorie Seiter, James Kinzler – Elder

DEVOTION: Tim Phillips presented the devotion – God’s Plan: The Multicultural Church, with passages from Ephesians and 2 Corinthians. He explained that the Multicultural Church is a fellowship of Christians from various ethnic backgrounds who meet together on a regular basis for the purpose of: learning about and exploring their cultural diversity, studying and sharing God’s Word together, experimenting with different ways of worshipping God, and engaging in common service and mission. He talked about the Multicultural Café which is a ministry, a Christian community, and a metaphor for how God’s Spirit works among his people. The source of his funding was discussed. He is now focusing on the educational phase of his program to work and help churches understand what it means to be a Multicultural Church. He passed out brochures to explain the different workshops he had available to present, along with suggested book lists.
ICM STUDY:  Helen presented the questionnaire from ICM for discussion. With the current economic situation, ICM is now finding former donors coming in for assistance. More families are finding themselves in a chronic state of poverty. We discussed the need for a true family shepherding program which would actually mentor a family to self-sufficiency. We felt that we did not want to see emergency services go away or decrease.
BREAD FOR THE WORLD: Kim reported that in mid-March the Senate voted to increase the International Affairs Budget which would provide more and better poverty funding. Writing letters at this time would not be necessary, but it would not hurt to correspond with legislators to let them know we are concerned about social justice and poverty issues. Bulletin inserts are available for August. The possibility of using an Intergenerational Sunday School (Labor Day?) to present the Millennium Goals and Bread for the World was discussed.

HERITAGE CHURCH: Carl presented a report stating that the financial situation for Heritage Church was not as bad as at first believed. They were able to refinance their loan for a longer time at a lower interest rate. The Mission Committee recommended a special offering in September for Heritage Church to be supplemented by Mission budget up to $2000.

ACTION: 

· Newsletter article in August to announce date and explain purpose of the offering in consultation with Mark. 

· Present to Session and have them set the date for the special offering.

· Minute for Mission on the day of the offering

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: Carl reported that Habitat dedicated its 49th house on Saturday (5/31). There will be a workday next Saturday (5/07) form 8:00 – 2:00 in Dickinson. The 50th house is within 2 weeks of being completed. He encouraged all members of the Mission Committee to come and help on Saturday.

MEALS ON WHEELS:  Alberta Rohlfing wrote a letter stating that at the present time there were 50 people being served by Meals on Wheels, Monday – Friday. There are about 30 more on the waiting list, but lack of volunteers prevents adding more at this time.

ACTION: Diane will ask Alberta to write a Newsletter article about Meals on Wheels and her involvement in the program over the last 23 years.

PRESBYTERIAN SERVICE CENTER:  Bud explained that it was started by a Presbyterian physician as a clinic. It now houses senior citizens or people who are disabled. It is in need of many basic repairs: needs a new roof, needs help with the storage shed, and general renovations to the facility. Some concerns were expressed relating to the state licensing guidelines for such facilities. We discussed the possibility of going over to look at the center and seeing exactly what is going on and what is needed. Jasmine Quinderly is the person in charge (713-526-2253). We need to know how the Presbytery feels about this organization and what responsibility, if any, do they have for the upkeep of the facility – since they own the building and land. Revisit this topic in the future after further investigation.
NEW BUSINESS:

1. Diane stated that we need to reconsider the Pentecost offering since the children from the FLDS compound have left Kidz Harbor.
2. A letter was read from Peace Presbyterian church, a recently chartered new congregation, in Pearland, asking for support for their building campaign.

3. Discussed whether Vicky was planning to renew her mission assignment in July.

4. Kim wanted to know if/how Presbyterian Disaster Assistance had helped the people in Myanmar and in China after their recent disasters.

NEXT MEETING:  July 6, 2008

Respectfully submitted,

Coco Motley

6/04/08

