Adult Ministry Committee Minutes

June 19, 2008

Motions for Session Approval: None.
The meeting began with devotion at 6:30 on June 19, 2008. Attending were Rev. Helen DeLeon, Jane Markley, Rowena Colwell and Al Manson. 

Summer Round Tables

The Sunday School Team reported that the Summer Round Tables attendance was discussed along with possible steps to encourage continued participation.  The Team discussed asking Deacons to call those who attended the first two sessions and then dropped out, the purpose being to make sure these people are not ill.  It was decided to wait one more week and see what the participation was on the fourth Sunday before asking Deacons to call these people.

It was decided to send an email to all the Deacons thanking them for their leadership and to tell them that, because of their great help, the Summer Round Tables will continue through the summer.  The email will express the Sunday School Team’s desire for the Deacon’s continued participation but tell them that they are not expected to continue to facilitate all summer.  We will suggest that they ask others in their zone to share these facilitating duties.

It was decided to send a church-wide email this week announcing that Summer Round Tables will enjoy Ed And Anna Mae Boyer’s muffins and Breakfast Tacos for two more Sundays, June 22 and 29.

It was also decided to ask two members to Speak-for-a-Second about Summer Round Tables at the worship services on Sunday, June 22.

The committee decided to send a church-wide email the end of June asking if Summer Round Tables are meeting expectations and to request suggestions for improvement.

Fall and Winter Christian Education Curriculum

It was decided, because a large percentage of the women will be away - attending the Women’s Retreat on September 14, to start the Fall Session with three classes on September 21.  It was also decided to break the Fall Session into two five-week terms.  These terms will run from September 21 through October 19 and October 26 through November 23.

It was also decided to ask Rev. Cooper to teach a one-session class on September 14.  The subject of the class would be the decision of Rev. Cooper but a couple suggestions were “Why we worship in this manner“ and ”The Importance of Adult Christian Education”.

Classes being considered for the first term (Sep 21 – Oct 19) are: 

1) The Pastor’s Class (subject TBD)

2) A class associated with “human suffering, led by Ed Tobia 

3) A class associated with multicultural issues, led by Rev. Tim Phillips          (This schedule will be confirmed with Rev. Phillips on June 23)

Classes being considered for the second term (Oct 26 – Nov 23) are:

1) The Pastor’s Class (continued)

2) A class about “moving from belief to experience”, led by Mary Lawrence

3) A potential class associated with Christian care giving”, led by Earline Willcott

4) If Earline can not teach during this time frame, Rev. DeLeon will teach a class (subject TBD)

Advent Sunday School Class Subject: It was decided to wait until an Advent Planning Team was organized and if they are planning a theme for this Advent season.  And, if so, consider a subject to complement this theme.

Other Adult Education possibilities being considered are:

· A Friday evening/Saturday morning follow-up seminar on “Religion at the Speed of Light”, by Rev. Steve Spidell

· A list of approximately thirteen Adult Studies recommended at Presbytery meeting of Christian Educators (resources available at Presbytery)

From May meeting:

· A class titled “Discovering God’s Vision for Your Life: You and Your Spiritual Gifts”.  This class will take 16 weeks to complete.  

· A discussion class using the book: “Messy Spirituality”

· A class based on the book “If you want to walk on water, you have to get out to the boat”.  

Questionnaire

The Team continued a discussion regarding the advantages of a questionnaire about Sunday School.  It was decided that the optimum time to distribute this questionnaire will be on Rally Day, September 7, in order to plan for the Spring Curriculum.  It was also decided to include the questionnaire in the September newsletter, as a bulletin insert on September 7 and in an every-member email near that date.

Covenant Group

The Covenant Groups are continuing.  Some have intentionally slowed down for the summer while members are on vacation or unavailable.  

Special Events

It was reported that the plans for Special Events and the Board Member candidates were discussed with Rev. Cooper.  Letters of invitation were sent to candidates last week.  Al Manson plans call to these candidates to answer questions this weekend. 

Women’s Ministry

The Women’s Retreat is progressing on schedule.

Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 10, from 6:30 until 8:00 p.m.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Al Manson, Chairman 

