Mission Committee Minutes – 06/03/07

June
Mission Committee Meeting 
06/03/07
1:30 pm – 3:30pm

Meeting Room
Please note: our next meeting will be August 5, 2007 at 1:30.  There will be no meeting in July.
	Members in Attendance:
	Members Unable to Attend:

	Carl Allen, Chair

Helen DeLeon, Staff Liaison
Edna Arnold
Kimberly Glaus-Late

Phyllis Koenig

Pat Koester

Marjorie Seiter
Elizabeth Spivey


	Arland Actkinson

Bud Allison

Joe Halloin

Coco Motley

Ann Taylor



Devotion
· The meeting was opened with a devotion. 
Ongoing and Near Term  
· Habitat

The latest Habitat house has been dedicated.  There will be no WPC Habitat workdays during the summer.  We will resume in the fall.
· ESL

Classes have been suspended for the summer.  Classes will pick up again in the fall.

· Pentecost Offering

The Pentecost Offering was received on 5/27.   The total was $2169.00.  We retain 40% of the offering ($867.60).  We agreed to add $32.40 from our operating budget to that amount to make it an even $900.  It will be distributed in 3 equal portions to:
· ICM for childcare scholarships ($300)
· Webster Computer Technology Center ($300)
· Communities in Schools ($300).   

Our next special offering will be the Peacemaking offering received on the first Sunday in October.

· WPC Patriots

Phyllis is looking at getting updated personal information for the soldiers on our list. 

Future

· Louisiana Mission Trips

Next Sunday, the youth are planning on going to Slidell, Louisiana to help with reconstruction activities.  They will be working with Habitat for Humanity.  Approximately 29 students and 6 adults will attend.  An adult mission trip is also being planned.
· Christmas International House

Christmas International House will be held on 12/18/07-1/3/08.  The steering committee is meeting and will generate a proposal on how to support this Because Christmas is such a busy time, space will need to be reserved soon if group activities will be held at the church.
· Holiday Mission Activities

We discussed our planned holiday missions – Gifts of Joy, ICM Christmas Store, Seafarer’s boxes, and support for Vicki Smith. 
· Crop Walk

The Session approved WPC being the sponsor church for the 2007 and 2008 Crop Walks. 
· Blood Drive

Our next blood drive is Sunday, 6/17.  Elizabeth Spivey is coordinating blood drive recruitment.
· Our Missionary, Vicki Smith 
We authorized $500 to be transferred to Vicki to use as she sees fit.  We discussed various fund raising ideas to assist with Vicki’s second year.

· Sarah Schwarz 
Sarah Schwarz has been accepted into a summer internship program related to worker justice.    The internship is with Interfaith Worker Justice, a national network of religion-labor groups that organize the religious community to support worker justice.  In order to participate, Sarah needs to raise $4000 by 6/1/07.  Because of the time crunch, the elders authorized a pledge of $600 prior to Sarah’s need date.  
· International Partnership
Helen briefed us on an opportunity to help La Donna Sanders with an AIDS mission in South Africa.    Also we have been given the name of a pastor in Austin who has experience with setting up international partnerships.   
· Fair Trade Coffee

In response to the Mission committee’s request, the Fellowship and Welcoming committee has agreed to use  fair trade coffee at WPC and has selected a vendor.  Fair trade coffee will be in use at WPC within the next couple of months.
· Newsletter Articles

The next newsletter article cut off is 7/15.  The following are candidates for the next newsletter (July)– 

· A summarization of Vicki’s email describing her trip to the orphanage- (Kimberly)

· Summary of the Pentecost Offering (Kimberly) 

· Christmas International House (Edna)

· Crop Walk (Ann Taylor) 
Articles should be sent to Pat Koester as our contact with the communications committee.

A candidate article for the August newsletter is a summary of the youth mission trip.

· 2nd Quarter Budget Allocations

We approve the following 2nd quarter allocations  

· Community Assistance/Member Benevolence: $2000  (This is in addition to the $2000 2nd quarter allocation that was previously approved at the 4/1/07 meeting)
· Interfaith Caring Ministries:  $1000

· Life Center Homeless Shelter:  $800

· Misc. Mission:  $32.40 (to be added to Pentecost donations)

· Vellore Christian Medical College and Hospital: $1000

· Presbytery: $4500

· Direct Support to Vicki Smith: $500

· Direct Support for Sarah Schwarz: $600

· Total: $10, 432.40

· Meeting closed with prayer

Page 3 of 3

