WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – July 17, 2025

Attendees: Ralph and Brenda Faxel, Kim Kinzler (host), Joe and Jeanette Schwarz (zoom), Jean Zophy
Ralph opened the meeting with a prayer.
Sharing/Other:
1. Ralph and Brenda have been co-leaders since August of 2021.  Jean has offered to co-lead starting in October.  Would someone else like to serve as co-lead with Jean?
2. Debbie talked with Kristy R. about helping with kitchen recycling when Wednesday night dinners resume in August and Sunday breakfasts in October.
3. Kimberly Glaus-Late has approximately a 4’x4’x4’ aluminum framed plastic rain barrel for anyone that comes and gets it.
2025 Plans and beyond:
· Ralph had contractor install concrete bases for Moon Tree plaque dedication, along with Lunar Communion on July 20.
· Planning for the Fall Campout: Date and location options, #of campsites, etc.
· As follow-up from our May meeting, Kim, Joe and Brenda looked at travel distances, campground availability and facility options as considering the following parks:
	[bookmark: RANGE!A1:D6]Camp site:
	Travel Distance: (hr)
	Availability Dates:
	Facility Options:

	Brazos Bend SP
	under 1 hr
	No
	Have bird hikes, star gazing with telescope, oh my!                                                                         Looks great but booked, look at booking early for 2026!

	Double Lake RA
	 2 hrs
	yes
	Some campsites note as slanted.  Need field trip to check out, as have been awhile since camped here.

	Huntsville SP
	2 hrs
	Only               Nov. 14-16
	Has canoe, paddle boats and kayaks rentals!                                                                                  Check on dual use of hiking and biking trails? 

	S. F. Austin SP                                      (first two years location)
	1-1/2 hrs
	Group site already booked
	Have trails closed from recent rains?                                                       Confirm W&E sites available?

	Somervile SP - Birch Creek Unit                       (last two years location)
	2-1/2 hrs
	yes
	 Has kayak rentals!



· We narrowed down the focus to Huntsville or S. F. Austin SP.  Brenda is looking at Huntsville SP and available sites along with potential co-use of biking and hiking trails. Kim is looking at available sites with group site booked.
· Last year we have grown and reserved six campsites with water & electricity.   We are looking to hold the Fifth Annual Earth Care campout this year on either proposed date depending on availability:  Friday Nov. 07-09, or Friday Nov. 14-16.  
· The plan is to make campsite arrangements by the first half of August.


Garden Sharing: (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast):  
· Garden Sharing Schedule: (July through September off)
October 12 - TBD

Recycling Schedule:
· Notify Liz of whose month for picking up recycling.
· Ok to take cardboard and envelopes with address windows.
July – Jean
August – Debbie
September - Kim

Watering Schedule:
· Cover plants when freezing conditions are expected, particularly the hibiscus.
· Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month.

	Week 1 – Kim (team is backup)
	Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
	Week 3 – The Faxels (team is backup)
	Week 4 – Joe and Jeanette (Phyllis is backup)
	Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup)

Education Item:
Jean led us in a biblical show and smell.  It was awesome!  Jean shared so many new smells with us.

Next Meeting 
Thursday August 28th at 7PM.  Is someone interested to host? Also still meeting via zoom.

Ralph closed the meeting with a prayer	
