Note from Diane, about weekend and sound problems

As promised, since the session is talking about money, let them grapple with the problem of sound in the sanctuary and fellowship hall.

WAM and the Arts program has traditionally taken the lead...we have written grants with presbytery for an acoustic study. It was not funded. We have bought new microphones but in the meantime our members have gotten older and less able to hear spoken word. If we are going to grow this church by inviting other group to use our facilities and perform here, the issue of not being able to hear has to be figured out.

This weekend we had 3 events---the art talk on Friday was held in the sanctuary and narthex. Spectators related that they could hear about half the time and the quality went in and out regardless of the directional of the microphone.

There was a play in the fellowship hall. They brought their own speakers and sound system and there was QUITE a reverb in the hall.

The Lunar rendezvous service on Sunday night was great--we had 7 speakers that could all be heard including 80 teenagers who spoke from the pulpit--very few trained speakers. Everything could be heard but we were using Ross's Bose system, augmented by microphones that were brought over by the performers in the band.

Good luck. You have a new session with maybe some new ideas to solve this old problem.
Diane
