Webster Presbyterian Church
Stated Meeting of Session [footnoteRef:1]   June 27, 2023 [1:  Please open the session webpage to review on your own prior to meeting.
] 

Please view before the meeting.   The major items for discussion all relate to the Fine Arts here at WPC.  The connections between the arts and THE Church
Pope John Paul II’s encyclical to artists   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sXLM3bql52Q
https://catholic-link.org/8-quotes-pope-saint-john-paul-letter-artists/ 
Eight things Pope John Paul Wants us to know about artists

Present: Keith Uffman (by zoom) Ed Tobia, Diane Kane, Dan Walker (serving as moderator), Jeanette Booher, Tamar Wasoian, Erik Kinzler, Michael Cooper, Kristy Russell, Mary Lawrence, Jamee Wilson, Judy Brown, Al Strahan

Absent:  Vierra Ezshevskaya, Anya Ezhevskaya, Judy Ota, Kevin Snowden, Pat Koester, (all out of town) Kathy Dixon, Gary Mossman,

Visitors (without voice or vote)[footnoteRef:2]   Artists Julie Ranna, Melinda Lacey, Margaret Solomon-Bird, Glenn Foster, Judy Ford  [2:  The session must vote to give guests the right to speak prior to opening the meeting.] 

Motion made to allow visitors voice but not vote, and for Dan Walker to serve as moderator by Jeannette Booher, seconded by Kristi Russella , motion carried
Quorum established at 7:01
Opened in Prayer by Dan Walker

Servant Leadership: Introduction to the concept of WPC as a Sanctuary for the Arts
A few of our current artists will talk about why THEY participate in arts ministry as a form of evangelism, building faith through and around art
Visual Arts Ministry to exist as a means of serving our congregation through exposure to artistic expression as well as a method of outreach to artists and the community, and to expand the ministry to include , there is a new energy for creating community through the arts.  Let WPC be a Sanctuary for (all of the) Arts    Monthly sanctuary series using the model of the Arttalk or Happy Hour reception/Concert
Key points of the discussion: 1) provides for open discussion between children and their parents 
2) the visual arts are a means of spiritual formation for those that cannot or do not read scripture
3) art brings people ito WPC that might not come into the sanctuary for worship
4) art is part of the creation of culture.  Let us make Christ beautiful again.
5) Each of us is fearfully and wonderfully made, and all of us are co-creators with God. All of the pieces of art, music, poetry etc have value.
6) why should we decide whether a program has value by how many people attend instead how deep the connection is with a single person





Organ Repairs  presentation by Glenn and Judy
This motion was not voted upon but it was agreed that a an informational meeting would be held after worship on July 9 followed by a called meeting of the session to determine how to proceed with funding. Worship Arts and Music Team moves that WPC enter into a contract (bid attached) with Shawn Sanders Pipe Organ Technicians Inc for organ repairs before the July 15, 2023  deadline. Session shall meet again in person to finalize motion and funding responsibility (and make a commitment to secure a loan or gifts to cover the current $50,000 shortfall.) 

Omnibus Motion  
Approval of Agenda
Approved minutes of the last regular and called (meetings
Motion by Jeannette Booher, seconded by Kristi Russell , motion carried

Clerk’s Report—elect 3 commissioners (Mary Lawrence, Michael Cooper, Jamee Wilson) to July 15 Presbytery meeting at Spring Branch Presbyterian Church   
Motion by Jeannette Booher, seconded by Kristi Russell, motion carried
  
Treasurer’s Report --  will be addressed at the July session meeting since neither Kevin or Gary is present

Pastor’s Report—
1. Tom Sharon has asked to be considered as Parish Associate for Care
2. James Kinzler and  Campus Management committee have a list of repairs (including roof repairs) to present at the net session meeting
3. Elders should plan to be present for Tamar’s ordination on July 16

Action Items (both of these are deferred for the next session meeting due to time)
Proposal for Steering Committee, Meeting to put items on master calendar one year at a time for planning purposes

No Reports from Committees

Motion for Adjournment 9:04  
Motion by Jeannette Booher, seconded by Kristi Russell, motion carried
Closing Prayer by Dan Walker  
Reminder that we should pray for discernment and courage to do God’s will.  There are important decisions to be made for this community of faith, let those decisions be drien by the Holy Spirit. 

