“I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”  Matthew 25: 31-40

Proposal to WPC Mission Team – Sponsorship of Asylum-Seeking Family in 2021/2022
It is important that Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) take action to relieve the human suffering WPC teams observed in 2019 and in 2020, when we helped faith-based groups provide food, clothing, showers, telephone, and guidance at the Texas border.  The number of migrants traveling from Central America, particularly from Honduras, Guatemala, and El Salvador has been increasing since 2014.  People leave their homes to escape violence (gang, gender-based, kidnapping), corruption, and poverty.  Most asylum seekers traveling from Central America are families that include young children.  In some cases, asylum seekers have no family with whom to reunite, which means they have no place to go once released from detention.  This is where WPC and our growing network of partners could step in.
For several months a taskforce of WPC affiliated people (members, associate members, and friends of WPC) have been meeting to explore the implications of asylum sponsorship.  Participants included Pat Koester, Jean Zophy, Deena Houg, Bill and Kathy Dixon, Kevin Snowden, Sandy Dwyer, Saul Rodriguez (Friend of WPC), and Tina Bryan (Friend of WPC).  We have learned a great deal and discovered partnership opportunities with other churches, University Presbyterian Church (UPC) of San Antonio, Palmer Episcopal Church (PEC), and St Philips Presbyterian (SPPC)) and other faith-based organizations like Interfaith Ministries of Greater Houston (IMGH.org) Refugee Division, Immigration and Refugee Services at Episcopal Diocese of West Texas, and Church World Service.
There is a precedent for WPC purposefully welcoming the stranger in this manner.  On October 5 of 1975, the “Refugee Relocation Committee” of WPC decided to “sponsor Nguyen Xuan Bich, his wife, and five children”.  WPC had registered with Church World Service to sponsor the family in September of that same year.
What are the requirements to sponsor an asylum seeker? 
· Sponsor must be a U.S. citizen or legal resident 
· Sponsor must provide proof of housing 
· Sponsor must provide proof of income 
What are the expectations of the sponsor? 
· Provide safe and stable housing for a year 
· Provide financial support for basic necessities (food, clothing, etc.)
· Do our best to connect the sponsee to legal support 
· Introduce the sponsee to our community 
· Explore resources in our community that can help meet the needs or desires of the sponsee (ESL classes, cultural awareness, assist with enrollment in school and tutoring, financial literacy etc.)
What is the time commitment? 
· Sponsors are asked to house and provide all meals for the asylum seeker for a year.   However, IMGH suggests the relationship is likely to continue for two to three years, with diminished financial support as the family moves to self-sufficiency.  


What if the asylum seeker doesn’t show up to court or check-ins? 
· It is the responsibility of the asylum seeker to show up in court.  Sponsors should help the asylum seeker ensure that they will be able to be present in court or at check-ins.  (Help with keeping track of appointments and dates for check-ins and arranging transportation may be needed.) 
· There are no repercussions for the sponsor if the asylum seeker does not show up in court.
Are they able to work? 
· An asylum seeker can apply for work authorization 365 days past the date at which they file for asylum. (It’s possible that if they are a member of ASAP, they may be eligible to apply for work authorization 6 months after filing for asylum.)  
· It takes about 30 days to process the application. 
If someone commits a crime or gets in trouble with ICE is the sponsor liable? 
· The sponsor is not liable if someone commits a crime unless they have participated in the crime or can be implicated in the crime. 
· The sponsor is not liable if the asylum seeker violates the terms of their custody with ICE.
 Can an asylum seeker get federal benefits (medical insurance, food support, etc.) 
· Asylum seekers are not eligible for federal benefits. 
· State benefits differ from state to state. 

Who is responsible for medical expenses? 
· The sponsor is not responsible for paying medical bills. They are encouraged to seek out other resources. 
The Task Force suggests an initial budget of $30,000 for a year, based on a projection of expenses in our area and in line with what other organizations have found.  UPC and PEC have suggested teaming with WPC in this endeavor.  The Task Force would like to formally invite UPC and PEC (and possibly SPPC) to team with WPC, should Session approve.  In preliminary discussions with potential partner churches suggested participating churches pledge $5,000 in support, leaving WPC responsible for no more than $20,000 which would likely be split between at least two fiscal years.  Note: While representatives from potential partner organizations have been enthusiastic, they do not represent their entire congregation or the complexity of each organizations budget process.  In the absence of partnering, there is a possibility WPC could be responsible for the entire $30,000 budget.
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance urges congregations that undertake an effort such as this to focus on 1) helping the sponsored family to become independent in their new country while healing from the trauma experienced through their departure and journey and 2) to engage the entire congregation in helping an asylum-seeking family in their journey to find safety and wholeness.
The Task Force respectfully requests your prayerful consideration and guidance as to if we should continue conversations with potential partners. 
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