Webster Presbyterian Church
Stated Meeting of Session June 22, 2021 by zoom 7:00 pm

Present: Keith Uffman-moderator, Helen DeLeon-associate pastor, Judy Ota-Clerk to Session, Dan Walker-parish associate, Diane Kane (2023), Nancy Steger (2021), Mary Lawrence (2023), Kathy Dixon (2023), Kristy Russell (2023), Erik Kinzler (2023), Bill Lopez (2021), Pat Koester (2021), Kim Kinzler (2021), Michael Cooper (2022), 

Absent:  Ralph Faxel (2022), Vincent Cianchetti (2021), Michael Bradley (2022), Ross Loney (2021), Gary Mossman (2022)

Visitors: James Kinzler--campus management, Kevin Snowden-treasurer
Quorum Established at 7:02 
Opened in Prayer by Helen DeLeon

Servant Leadership:  Keith shared PEW research related to ‘Christian Identity in Western Europe’.  Americans, including ‘nones’ are more religious that Western Europeans.  ‘Atheists’ are interested in religious questions but not interested in worship of doctrine.  Then we watched a video of a church that was not a church at all, but attracted attendees that were interested in being a part of a community.

Omnibus Motion 
Approval of Agenda with the addition of Dave Armstrong’s death on Friday
Approved minutes of the last regular (May 25) and called (June 8) meetings
Clerk’s Report and correspondence
· Elect 3 commissioners to Presbytery Meeting by zoom July 17—Pat Koester, Diane Kane, Nancy Steger
· Sign agreement with Presbytery of how to handle separation with Helen, Helen and Keith talked about separation ethics.  Helen can perform services provided that the family requests this from Keith first.  The guidelines for the congregation will be printed in the July newsletter, and attached to minutes.
· Clerk of Session Reports to be prepared for Presbytery audit this year  
· Motion: Elect Judy Ota as Clerk to Session for one year term beginning in July 2021. Pat K seconded, motion approved

Correspondence: from Julie Schultz   “Carl and I will be moving to Memphis, TN in the next few months as he has accepted a new job. Therefore, I relinquish my position of elder at WPC effective immediately. 
WPC has been a huge part of my life for the past 20+ years and I will miss my faith family tremendously. Hopefully Carl and I can find a church home in Memphis that will be as warm, welcoming and supportive.

Clerk will send a note of appreciation from the congregation for her service

Treasurer’s Report   YTD behind by $13,000, Monthly giving down by $2,5000  Large expense in personnel t0 manage Helen’s retirement request for 403b

Pastor’s Report—
Helen—thank you for 18 year journey
Keith—thanks to Helen for job well done. Keith suggested to extend invitation to former members to attend the last sermon of Helen’s. 
Keith will be out for several weeks this summer, anxious since this is a time of transition but he is confident the congregation can do it.  Keith will do a sermon about science and religion on Lunar Sunday July 18

Motions: Action Items
 Campus Management—Motion to update the protocols for meeting in groups made by Erik Kinzler, seconded by Michael Cooper, motion approved
Proposed updated COVID policy: 
Non-vaccinated people are asked to wear masks indoors.
Fully vaccinated people are asked to wear masks indoors while going to and from socially distanced seating and while singing.
All attendees are asked to maintain social distance between households or social bubbles. 
Social distancing in the Sanctuary will include closing off every other pew.
Log attendees for contact tracing to be ready if a COVID case occurs for an attendee of WPC.
Shift from temperature checks to a question of “are you feeling well today?”.
Avoid using shared objects, individual communion elements used until further notice
Use a stationary collection plate.
· Planning to open Godly Play in person this Sunday, 6/27  Diane Kane motion, Michael Cooper seconded, approved unanimously
· Masks required for all kiddos in the sanctuary
· Kids stay in pew during children’s time – then move to Godly Play
· Kids will need to mask to go to Godly Play – entire time
· Melinda does not need to mask during Godly Play because she is fully vaccinated
· Kid pickup will be right after Godly Play
· Will attempt to space out or go outside for snack – might need to cancel snack if spacing is too tight.

Family Ministry:  Nursery not yet open, students will stay with their families during children’s time in the sanctuary rather than coming down to the chancel
Worship, Arts and Music: Motion to accept the Gift by Lu Ellis of 22 Paintings   made by Diane Kane, Seconded by Michael Cooper, approved unanimously   
Clerk to write letter “WPC gladly accepts this generous gift”
Session:  Hybrid Meetings going forward agreed by common consent. In-person meetings in beginning in July people, attend by zoom if unavailable
Personnel: the called meeting of session on June 8 approved the draft of the job description for fully time Family Ministry/Care position.  The search will be announced in the  July newsletter.  Julie Stonebarger and Dan Walker will continue in their current positions until this position is filled.  It may take 6 months because WPC is making a national search, will be assisted by Courtenay Clifford who has done this for his church.
Nominating Committee should be identified and get to work soon.

Report from Committees: (have reports posted in the session webpage, do not require action)
Care Committee (includes deacon report if any)
Earth Care: Solar panels does not seem feasible with current electricity contract.  Controlling electricity consumption with better thermostat control.  Putting together a movie night series for the fall
Health and Wellbeing:  Kathy Dixon to become new chairperson for the next year and a half, committee will reboot in October
Mission: Discussed implementation of community assistance program, found someone to translate forms into Spanish.  Family Promise had a graduation; day center is moving to Friendswood Friends Church.
Board of Deacons: Memorial Service for BC Whigham on May 8, transportation for 2 members to worship weekly, grief support for India Allen and Joe Schwarz

Unfinished Business: None
Spiritual and Pastoral Concerns: Men’s Group on Wednesday is becoming a pastoral group as several men are becoming caretakers for their wives with dementia.  They are learning to support each other.

Motion for Adjournment 8:19 pm and Closed in  Prayer by Dan Walker


Respectfully submitted:
Diane Kane, interim clerk of session




