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Sorry I can’t be with you this evening.  I am at Mo Ranch for a Bible Study conference.  The study is on the Beatitudes, and I look forward to sharing what I learn in Bible study groups and in Sunday School in the coming months.

For July, my work has covered a variety of activities.  These are a few of the highlights:
Made approximately 3 dozen calls to parishioners, some following surgeries or illness; several to parishioners who have not been in worship for a while; some to offer pastoral care to those for whom I learned there was a need
Made over half a dozen hospital visits, from Clear Lake Regional Hospital to St. John’s to Bay Shore to Hermann Hospital

Took communion to home-bound or hospitalized parishioners

Provided counseling for three parishioners

Provided pre-marital counseling for a couple to be married on August 6; scheduled first pre-marital counseling for another couple on July 31

Lead the July 17, Lunar Communion worship services

Participated in interfaith groups at the Presbytery and in our community

Continued to work with Interfaith Caring Ministries and Houston Interfaith Worker Justice

Continued to work with Rev. Dr. Steve Spidell on growing the newly-established Spiritual Care Ministry at Clear Lake Regional Hospital (already, over 500 patient visits on the oncology ward have been made; ready to expand to additional wards; need more volunteers)

Continued working with the Mission Committee on bringing Family Promise to WPC (getting closer!—watch for a motion at the August meeting; Jackie Allen is the lead); meeting with a pastor at a sister church to discuss the possibility of partnering for the volunteer opportunities available in this ministry 
Continued working with Mission Committee on the development of mentoring and other assistance to McWhirter Elementary School (this should be rolling out by the time school begins; Kaylin Dupree is the lead)

Working with the Adult Ministries Committee and Sunday School Planning Team to develop the fall line-up of classes; coordinating with Christian Nurture; the Women’s Retreat Planning Team is diligently working to provide an outstanding event in November; met with Sisters-in-Faith Planning Team to plan roll-out of the 2011-12 term
Welcomed two young families into our community of faith (Kristine and Tony Hearn and their children, Maria and Nathan; Jennifer and Eric Flinn and their children, Taylor and Tracen)
Participated in the Outreach effort at the Friendswood July 4 Festival

Met with several groups of our parishioners

Participated in the Worship Committee retreat

Collaborating with other clergy on a variety of initiatives 

In August, I will spend a week in Guatemala as part of a pastoral exchange in celebration of CEDEPCA’s 25th anniversary

I also will take several days off in August to be with my daughter as she recovers from major surgery, scheduled for August 9.

In Christ,

Helen

