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Once again, I am unable to be with you.  This time, I am in Guatemala, participating in the 25th anniversary of CEDEPCA, our Presbytery’s Partner in Mission in Central America.  While there, I will be meeting with pastors from churches in Central America and the CEDEPCA staff.  We will tour ministry sites in Guatemala and will be educated about the issues the citizens of Guatemala face today.  I am taking with me wooden crosses made by Karl Schaefer and crocheted, bookmark crosses made by Nina Moede to give to the Guatemalan pastors, a handmade, wooden cross from the Presbytery to give to CEDEPCA.  I hope to bring back ideas for how we can partner in ministry with a church in Guatemala.  Please hold me in your prayers during this week.

Tonight, you will consider two important motions.  One comes from the Mission Committee and one from Adult Ministries:

Elder Carl Allen will present to you a motion to sign a Covenant Agreement with Family Promise.  We have prayed, thought, explored, and investigated this idea for over three years.  Jackie Allen, as the Lead, has worked diligently, thoughtfully, and methodically to get answers to questions and concerns that have arisen in discussions with our parishioners.  An Exploration Team has explored the possibilities and challenges.  It is time to step out onto the water!  I trust that you will read the material that Carl will present to you in advance of your meeting and that you will come prepared to listen to God’s calling as we move out in faith with this initiative.

Elder Arland Actkinson will present to you a motion to hold a fund raiser to support a parishioner who is preparing for a possible transplant in the next few years.  Although the surgery has been approved, a substantial sum of money must be banked before the operation can actually occur.  This comes from Adult Ministries becaues I had asked the Covenant Group in which this parishioner participates to take the lead in organizing a fund raising effort to help establish the necessary fund.  We will not be the only source of funds.  This is one of the ways we can show that “we love one another” as God has loved us.  I hope, again, that you will prayerfully, generously, and graciously consider this request.

Other highlights for August:

Earlier this month, my daughter had major surgery, and I spent the week before leaving for Guatemala caring for her.  I deeply appreciate and value the many prayers and kind words from so many of our members.  Thank you all for your love and concern.

In the course of this month, I have made many home and hospital visits and made several calls to parishioners.  I was able to make rounds with Rev. Dr. Steve Spidell at Clear Lake Regional Hospital as part of the Spiritual Care ministry that we have begun there.  I met with Rev. Greg Thurstonson of Dominion Church to talk about partnering with his community of faith in the Family Promise ministry.  I continue to work with 

Rev. Wayne Ivey of Taylor Lake Christian Church on interfaith dialogue in the Clear Lake area.  I conducted a non-member wedding on August 6, and began pre-marital counseling with a non-member couple who will marry at WPC in September.  I continue to serve on the Boards of Houston Interfaith Worker Justice and Intefaith Caring Ministries.  By the time you read this, I will have attended the annual fund raising dinner for HIWJ with three of our parishioners.  
I have met with all of the ministry committees and sub-teams for which I am responsible.  I am excited to report that the deacons continue to do a wonderful job of caring for our community of faith; the Stephen Ministers are active and serving a few of our members; the Circle of Pray-ers continues to pray daily for those who request it.
The Sunday School Team has completed its list of Sunday School classes for the fall; Covenant Groups are going strong; the Women’s Retreat Planning Team is hard at work to provide an outstanding retreat for our women in November (lady Session members, if you haven’t signed up yet, there’s still time—but you’ll need to hurry; you really don’t want to miss this!).  Kaylin Dupree is undertaking the project of getting our library collection online, and Sisters-in-Faith is gearing up for the Fall season.  Bible studies have been on hiatus for the summer, but are getting ready to come roaring back in September.

Mission, in addition to bring the Family Promise motion to you, has collected supplies to help McWhirter students get a good start on the 2011-12 school year.  Soon, we will also have mentors to work with those students who need a little extra help.  Your Mission Committee is continually seeking ways to help send the Webster community of faith into the world to share God’s amazing love with others.  

The Welcome Ministry added a Connection Team this fall—Mike and Susan Stearns have agreed to visit first-time guests on fifth Sundays this fall.  They are in training, and will be ready for their first visits this fall.  The Engaging Team will regroup in September and will begin planning Open Door classes and New Member receptions.
The Fellowship Committee has just completed a phenomenal effort that resulted in remarkably bright and shiny Bouton Hall and Fellowship Hall.  Be sure to tell Jennifer how much you appreciate her coordination and the Committee’s truly hard work!

I trust that I will be with you again for the September meeting.  In the meantime, continue to hold one another in high esteem and share the blessing you are with one and all.

Love, Helen

