Mission Team Meeting – 11 July 2010


Welcome Attendees: Diane Kane, Bud Allison, Carl Allen, Helen DeLeon, James Kinzler, Florence Sell, Kim Glaus-Late

Devotional and opening Prayer – Diane led the Devo based on the Covenant Group Resource on One Anothering… we are called to be free, but not to be a slave to sinful nature…simplistically, there are those who help and those who hinder… we are to help the Church find and spread love as servants being helpful… in this servant process, we can get burned out so it is important to renew as in the Worship plus 2 concept…  We are called to concentration, clarification and clearification… Called to concentrate on God… Called to clarify by growing in faith and do what God says… Called to clear the clutter from our lives so we are not spread to thin and miss the concentration and clarification. 

Agenda was approved as amended in these notes.

Reviewed and Approve Past Minutes from June with no changes.  Electronic copy to be resent by James to Team.

Session Highlights – Frank, Helen and James
Presbytery Hightlights – Carl indicated the Outreach Committee is working on $1000 peacemaking grants with use of funds from a designated Presbytery Account… The Committee will be accepting applications for the use of grant money beginning August or so.  Likely prospects for peacemaking areas for us could be Houston Interfaith Worker Justice or Institute for Civility in Government.
Mission Highlight Area – Bay Area turning Point… to be deferred to August.  Mission Team discussed the highlight area presentation should include the “990” Financial Statement.  Also discussed that healthy service organizations have admin cost in the 20% for a A grade, 20 to 30 for B and for 30+, we should ask why the admin is so high. 
Budget Update – Frank, reviewed the budget and discussed updates for review at the next meeting for allocation of 3Q funds.
New Business
- Bread for the World – James to call a prospective leader for this ministry.
- CEDEPCA - Venue for Presentation to WPC – Helen discussed mission topics with the Sunday School Committee and they are booked til around May 2011.  CEDEPCA would like to gauge interest in the annual trip to Guatemala so would like feedback prior to July.  Area Leaders for CEDEPCA are Cheryl Davis at Northwoods and Jane Wood, visiting our congregation is active in Central America missions. Team suggested a called meeting and light lunch on 10/3 and Helen will check with Cheryl as a possible speaker.

- August Day of Service is coming up quickly on August 7th.  Service areas will be BATP led by Phyllis Koenig, ICM led by James and perhaps a third with HIWJ. Helen will check with prospect to lead a service opportunity at HIWJ on 8/7. Frank to set a Minute for Mission on 7/24 for both 7/31 and 8/7 events via a call to Shannon to schedule.
 - Recurring Day of Service Forward Planning – plan to keep ICM as a recurring opportunity unless other organizations or prospects come up from time to time.
- Spring Sunday School to include 4 weeks of mission areas in May 2011.  Plan to decide topic areas by mid December 2010 so the plan can be published in the form of a brochure along with other SS offerings.  A concept is to have a local week, then national, world and then Presbyterian focused.

- Houston Interfaith Worker Justice is having a Gala on 8/19 at St. Stephens at 6 pm.  Tickets are $50 per seat.  See email from Helen with further info.

Old Business 
- Family Promise has successfully received 501C3 status and is working with a fundraiser/grant writer to find important and difficult funding… they have a plan but are months away form hiring of a director… The Day Center at CL Methodist is planned and they need 13 congregations to join in as hosts.  Now have 5 to 6 of the 13.  Next for WPC is a concept proposal from a core team lead by Jackie and Kim with info to us in September or so.
- Institute for Civility in Government had a successful trip in May with 12 students from Furr High School learning more about how government works.  See info from Kim in the Newsletter article to come.

Items for Session Approval - None
Items for Bulletin/Worship Screen – Days of Service by Frank and James, Christmas International House by Bud.  James to make a draft Day of Service Slide for Worship.
Items for Newsletter (all items go to Connie Carden) – ICG by Kim, CIH by Bud, Day of Service by James.

Items for Bulletin Board – Picture from ICM workday via Helen to James and posting of the July ICM Workday Newsletter Article 

Volunteer for Next Devotion - Carl
Volunteer for Mission Area Highlight at next Meeting – Bay Area Turning Point 
Volunteer for Saturday Service Day for next Month – ICM ongoing 

Next Meeting Date is 8/1 at 1:30, nominations for Agenda Items include Adult Mission Trip, Peacemaking Offering allocation for WPC %, Budget allocation for 3Q10, and 5 for 5 offerings including One Great Hour of Sharing on Palm Sunday, Pentecost Offering on Pentecost, Peacemaking Offering on World Communion Sunday the first of October and Joy Offering at Christmas.
 

Closed in Prayer

