July 22, 2008


Meeting Room
The Webster Presbyterian Church (WPC) Session convened a Stated Meeting on Tuesday, July 22, 2008, in the Meeting Room.  The meeting was opened with a devotion and prayer by the Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper at 7:05 p.m.

The following members of Session were present:

· Moderator, Reverend Mark Cooper;

· Associate Pastor Caressa Murray; and,

· Active Elders; Jennifer Carr, Jeanette Chase, John Dewey, Gene Fisseler (Clerk), John Grady, Johnny Jones, James Kinzler, Mary Lawrence, Al Manson, Roy Phillips, Mike Stearns, and Dennis Waehner.

The following members of Session were excused:

· Associate Pastor Helen Deleon;

· Active Elders; Cathy Black, Tye Cowan, Watson Dupont, Dan Hunter, John Jordan, Diane Kane, and Melissa Moede.
Treasurer Pat Koester was also present.

A quorum was declared by the Clerk and the Agenda for the meeting was approved.

Treasurer’s Report - The Session received the Treasurer’s report.  
Clerk’s Report

Statistical Report


Individuals
Families
Comments
Membership as of June 24, 2008
721

 400






      

Gains:



Transfer of Letter 


+ 1

 + 1
  Dwyer  



Reaffirmation of Faith 

+ 0

 + 0
  




Profession of Faith & Baptism
+ 0

 + 0
  

Losses:



Transfer of Letter 


– 0

 – 0
   



Removal from Roll 


– 0

 – 0





Death
 



– 1 

 – 1
   Gray


Membership as of July 22, 2008

721
 
 400

Baptized persons who’ve 

   not made Professions of Faith: 
+141



    

Total children, youth and adults: 
862
Requests for Transfer Letter: Lisa and Kevin Gildea to First Methodist Church of Broken Arrow, Oklahoma.
Weddings performed: 
· Angela Brockett (NM) and Vance Boyer (NM) on June 28, 2008 (son of members Ed and Anna Mae Boyer), officiated by Rev. Mark Cooper
· Kimberly Hamal (NM) and Pete Hernandez (NM) on July 5, 2008, officiated by Rev. Helen DeLeon

· Tracy Tinkey (NM) and Anthony Rodriguez (NM) on July 10, 2008, officiated by Rev. Helen DeLeon
Death: George Gray passed away on Thursday, June 26, 2008

Funeral: A service for George Gray was conducted on Monday, June 30, 2008
New Business

· The Session voted to approve the Special Funds Committee proposal for new signatories associated with the Church Endowment Fund:  Richard Brackett, Trustee; Dennis Rohlfing, Trustee; James Ingram, Trustee; Pat Koester, Treasurer; and, Anne Waehner, Assistant Treasurer.
· The Session approved the Nominating Committee’s recommendation for three new at-large Nominating Committee members: Carol Kloves, Tom Camp, Sandra Murphy.  The Session voted to approve the nomination of James Kinzler as the Vice Chair of the Nominating Committee.
· The Session voted to approve the baptism of Keelin Grace Monk, born April 11, 2008, daughter of Courtney and Cody Monk, sister of Alexis Lynn Monk, grandchild of Gary and Sandy Mossman (date tentatively set for September 28, 2008).
· The Session voted to approve the fundraising effort by member Bill Straight to sell NASA Apollo program commemorative ballpoint pens with the proceeds going to the general operating fund.
Committee/Team Actions and Reports
· Administration

· Communication – Bill Dixon has suggested that the church sponsor a blog on its website.  However, further discussion will be required as the characteristics of a blog may make church sponsorship a challenge.
· Stewardship & Finance – The team reiterated its request for itemized budget proposals for 2009 to be submitted to Mike Stearns by August 18.  The continuing and increasing deficit between projected support and revenues received was discussed.  Mike Stearns and Roy Phillips will be making announcements from the pulpit over the next few weeks.
· Buildings & Grounds – With the new electricity contract in place, more attention must be paid to thermostat settings during the air conditioning season.  There was also discussion around a proposal to hold a fundraiser in the form of a church garage sale.  While the garage sale format wasn’t a concern, how the funds raised will be used requires more consideration.  Committing the church to new construction is not appropriate, but raising funds to outfit a new kitchen when one is ultimately constructed met with general agreement.  The matter was tabled until the B&G Chair is available to discuss the matter further.
· Care of Members

· Care – New Stephen Ministers were commissioned July 13 during both worship services.  The Deacons have continued to be busy with the Summer Round Tables each Sunday and with the reception for the George Gray funeral on June 30.
· Fellowship – The fifth anniversary of Rev. DeLeon’s ministry at WPC was celebrated on Sunday, July 13, with an estimated 180 in attendance.  Helen was presented with a new laptop computer by the congregation and GPS unit by the Session. Wednesday Night dinners will be starting again in early September.  WPC’s annual Shrimp Boil is set for September 27.
· Christian Nurture Ministries
· Children’s Ministry – “Get Ready! Get Set! Worship,” a preparatory course for children to attend worship, began July 13 and continues through August 31.  A Parents’ Night Out is scheduled for August 13.  Rally day is set for September 7.
· Youth Ministry – Eight youth from our church, along with adult sponsors Caressa and Jonathan Murray and Phyllis Koenig, joined 380 others at the Synod Youth Workshop.  Our youth are sponsoring a service project, asking church members to donate 5-gallon buckets filled with cleaning materials to be delivered to flood victims in the Midwest.  A 2008-09 planning retreat will be held at High Island in late August.  
· Adult Ministry – The Summer Round Tables continue to draw strong attendance and will continue through August 24. The Fall Adult Ministry offerings have been firmed up and include two consecutive sets of five-week classes.  The Special Events Board has been staffed by Mike Carden, Courtenay Clifford, Bill Dixon, Janet Harreld, Lisa Haws, Patty Lusk, David Merritt, Carlos Noriega, Earline Wilcott, and Jean Zophy.
· Mission – Vicki Smith, our missionary in Jamaica, is recovering from Dengue fever and will be stateside next month.  She will make a presentation to our congregation on August 17.  An adult mission team will return to New Orleans for a third annual trip.  It is hoped that 15 to 20 adults will participate and publicity efforts are underway.
· Outreach – The sign committee met with a masonry sign expert.
· Worship – Lunar Communion was commemorated on July 20.  Rev. Murray’s installation service will be held on July 27, with members of Presbytery and guests from other churches participating and in attendance.  There is news that a new drummer for the praise band, Joyful Noyz, has been lined up.
Old Business – There was none.
Pastors’ Reports
Mark Cooper – Mark covered his items in earlier discussions.
Caressa Murray – There will be greater coordination between the youth music programs going forward.  At her request, the Session voted to approve the celebration of the Lord’s Supper at the August 9-10 Youth Retreat.
Next Meeting
The next Stated Meeting of Session will be Tuesday, August 26, at 7:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room.
The business of this Stated Meeting being completed, the Session voted to adjourn.  The meeting was closed with prayer by the Moderator at 9:10 p.m. 


Gene Fisseler









Clerk of Session

