Adult Ministry Committee Minutes

July 10, 2008

Motions for Session Approval: None.
The meeting began with devotion at 6:30 on July 10, 2008. Attending were Rev. Helen DeLeon, Jane Markley, Rowena Colwell Liz Loynes, Bill Dixon and Al Manson. 

Summer Round Tables

It was reported that 145 different people attended Summer Round Tables and the average attendance during June was 72.  Attendance was 64 and 63 the last two Sundays of June.  There was also a new table of Young Adults on June 29.

A short questionnaire was emailed to church members on July 10 to better understand why people attend Summer Round Tables and to determine if improvements are possible.  Approximately 40 responses were received by the end of the second day and the results will be tabulated in approximately one week.

The last Sunday that Summer Round Tables will meet will be August 24 so that we can all participate in “The Bread for the World Campaign” sponsored by the Mission Committee on August 31.

Fall and Winter Christian Education Curriculum

It was reported that the Fall Curriculum has been firmed-up since our last meeting.  Rev Cooper agreed to teach a one-session class on Sep 14 (the only class offered on this date).  Rev. Tim Phillips agreed to teach a class on “the multicultural church” during the first Fall term (Sep 21 through Oct 19) and Earline Willcott agreed to teach a class about “learning ways of being with people facing mental health issues” during the second term (Oct 26 through Nov 23).  Other Fall classes already confirmed are Ed Tobia’s class associated with “human suffering”, offered during the first term, Mary Lawrence’s class about “moving from belief to experience”, offered during the second term and Rev. Cooper’s class (topic TBD) offered during both terms.

It was suggested, and the Committee approved, to reimburse Rev. Phillips for his travel expenses to WPC.

One of the Summer Round Table groups expressed an interest in continuing to meet as a covenant group, during the Sunday school hour, after the summer session ends.  The committee thought this indicated a positive experience but voiced some concern about conflicts with other offered classes.  This will continue to be discussed.

Questionnaire

A questionnaire, designed to understand the Adult Sunday school desires, is in work and is planned for distribution on Rally Day.  The committee decided to also make the questionnaire available to the Summer Round Table attendees on August 24.  It will also be included in the September newsletter, as a bulletin insert on September 7 and in a church-wide email near that date.

Covenant Group

The Covenant Groups are continuing.  Some have met for group dinners and many have intentionally slowed down while members are on vacation.  They all plan to return to an active schedule toward the end of summer.

Special Events

Candidates for the Special Events Board were called and responded in a very positive manner.  The following people agreed to serve on the board: Mike Carden, Courtenay Clifford, Bill Dixon, Janet Harreld, Lisa Haws, Patty Lusk, David Merritt, Carlos Noriega, Earline Willcott and Jean Zophy.  One other prospective candidate is considering serving on the board.  We anticipate that a meeting will be called during August.

Women’s Ministry

The Women’s Retreat is progressing on schedule.

Men’s Ministry

It was proposed, and the committee agreed to sponsor a Men’s Ministry group.  The following have agreed to serve as Founders of this group: Frank Rix, David McDonald, Ed Boyer, Kelly Haws, Wayde Shipman, John Dewey and Al Manson.  

Rally Day

The committee discussed preparations for Rally Day, scheduled for September 7.  We were reminded that written class descriptions should be provided to attendees on Rally Day.  We will also ask that verbal presentations be given on the subjects of Sunday school classes, Bible study groups, Covenant groups and women’s and men’s ministry groups.  

Blog Discussion

Bill Dixon led a discussion about blogs and how they might be of benefit to Adult Ministry as well as the entire church.  The committee is interested in learning more about this subject.  The committee decided that the next step should be to involve the Communications Team in this discussion and insure that we are moving in the right direction.

Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 14, from 6:30 until 8:00 p.m.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Al Manson, Chairman 

