WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – Jan 15, 2026

Attendees: Cathy Black (zoom), Regina Byerly (zoom), Ralph and Brenda Faxel (hosts), Kim Kinzler, Debbie Masden, Joe and Jeannette Schwarz, Jean Zophy
Jean opened the meeting with a prayer.
Sharing/Other:
· Jean is lead starting last October.  Jeannette is helping with communications.
· Ralph watered the Moon trees during Nov.  As needed, Kim will water in Jan, and Jean will water in Feb.  Given how little rain we’ve had, we expect to need to continue watering them monthly.
· Please turn in Green Slips for reimbursements (Kathy Dixon or Jean can sign them).  Requested in 2026 same budget amount of $350 as for this year.  Our general account is 5501 (under Mission).  We also have account 8397, from sales etc, used irregularly for special needs.  
· Next butterfly garden workday will be March 7.
· Wednesday night dinners and 2nd Sunday breakfasts have resumed.
· Ralph bought bird strike tape to put on a couple of the glass doors that have had recent bird strikes (birds were killed).  He will let James Kinzler know we plan to put the tape up and will email the team w/ proposed dates, intended to be done before bird migration in April.  After we do this, we want to get an item in the newsletter about the bird strike tape, along with reminders to the congregation that any paper notices should be on the inside, rather than the outside, of these doors.  Will also list things they can do at home to support a safe migration season.
· Ralph will work with Campus Management on replacements for parking lot lights that have gone out, with a focus on lighting that doesn’t disrupt birds (or human neighbors).

2025 Wrap-up:
· 5th Annual Fall Campout on Nov. 14-16 at Huntsville SP was a success.  Everyone agreed we should continue to do this in the fall.
· No one attended the Christmas Bird Count in Dec/Jan.

2026 Plans:
· Updated WPC Session Annual report (2025 report provided with minutes email).  Jean will prepare the Earth Care Annual Recertification.  Annual report due shortly before the 1/27 Session mtg.  2026 application due 2/15.
· Earth Sunday:
· Ralph has found a speaker, Lisa Hardcastle, available on Apr 26 to talk about seashells on Galveston Island, so we will celebrate Earth Day on Apr 26 (official Earth Day is Wed. Apr 22).  Bouton Hall is reserved for us from 11:30 till 1 that day.  
· Brenda will prepare a “save the date” notice.
· Ralph talked to Lisa about the possibility of meeting her in Galveston for a beach walk, perhaps in May.  She liked the idea.
· In Feb, we’ll start planning other Earth Day-related events (e.g., kayaking, pollinator workshop, lunch, Exploration Green walk).  Options suggested included Earth Care bingo (Cathy) and an intergenerational activity involving eco-friendly crafts, such as cloth gift bags, reusable sponges, beeswax wrappers, etc. (Sandy Murphy).
· We did look at calendars.  May want to move kayaking up to March.  And we do want to do another Pollinator Gardening workshop, potentially in late March/early April.  The Native Plant sale, where we might get plants to give away, is March 21 8:00 – 10:30 at UHCL.
· India Allen had asked us if we might want to work with the Sanctuary for the Arts team on the 2nd quarter art theme and tie that in with what we’ll do for Earth Sunday (art will go up a week before Holy week and stay up till June – date art has to be submitted is TBD).  We recommended the title “For the Beauty of the Earth” and Jean gave her this suggested call to artists:
· A beloved hymn begins with these words:
· For the beauty of the earth,
· For the glory of the skies,
· For the love which from our birth
· Over and around us lies,
· Lord of all, to thee we raise
· This our joyful hymn of praise.
· The desire to protect and preserve the earth we live upon can spring from many things, including fear and conflict.  The intention for this show is to encourage another source of that desire, gratitude for this beautiful planet we've been given as our home and the love that is the source of it.  We're not always conscious of that beauty and the preciousness of the gift of it as we go about our ordinary days.  The art featured in this show should remind the viewer that all around them is a world of beauty that is a sign of the love in whom we live and move and have our being.
· Works in any media may be submitted.
· Feather Fest, a big birding event in Galveston, is Apr 16 – 19.  Event details are posted here: Galveston Featherfest Birding & Nature Photography Festival .  Events are open for signup and some have already been filled.
· Deb, Joe, and Jeannette went to a screening of the Chasing the Tide series.  Each of the 6 parts is about 25 min long, and the ones they saw were very good, so they recommended we do a pair of movie nights, about a month apart, showing 3 parts per night.  Tentative plan for the summer (definitely after all the Earth Day activities are done).  
· We might do a group visit to the Houston Botanic Garden (Park Place at I45) in the spring, maybe early- to mid-March.  
· We had heard St. Phillip’s was planning to hold a 2026 Presbyterian wide Earth Care seminar.  No details other than Judith Hiott sent a Doodle poll.  No one’s heard anything more about it.

Garden Sharing: (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast):  
February 8 – Debbie
March 15 – Jean
April 12 (if breakfast is held on April 5 (Easter), we’ll move Garden Sharing to that date) – Cathy
May 10 – Jeannette
June 14 - Regina

Recycling Schedule:
· Notify Liz of whose month for picking up recycling.
· Ok to take cardboard and envelopes with address windows.
· Wednesday dinners have resumed
· List of locations:
· Sanctuary:
· Narthex
· Choir Room
· Education Wing:
· Electrical Room storeroom
· Copy Room 
· Kitchen – Kristy Russell takes kitchen recycling 
· Fellowship Hall
· Schedule
· January - Jean
· February – Brenda and Ralph
· March – Phyllis
· April – Cathy
· May - Kim

Watering Schedule:
· Cover plants when freezing conditions are expected, particularly the hibiscus.  Ralph covered the hibiscus once last winter, using an upturned bucket and piling mulch up around it.
· Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month.
· Depending on rainfall/temps, we might start up again in Feb.
	Week 1 – Kim (team is backup)
	Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
	Week 3 – The Faxels (team is backup)
	Week 4 – Joe and Jeanette (Phyllis is backup)
	Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup)

Education Item:
Kim talked about a project described in a Rice University newsletter about a living shoreline project planned for Texas City at Cofelt Marsh, intended to provide protection from sea-level rise and to capture carbon in the marsh.  We also learned that mosquitoes and humans (in that order) are far more deadly (to humans) than sharks.

Next Meeting 
Feb 12 at Jean’s

Deb closed the meeting with a prayer.



