WPC Earth Care 2025 Annual Report
Re-certification
WPC is applying for re-certification as an Earth Care congregation for the 9th consecutive year.  
Stewardship
· The Earth Care team members:
· meet monthly to discuss plans, share an educational item, and fellowship together at a member's home or via zoom,
· regularly collect the recyclable paper from the sanctuary and the office, and
· water and maintain the Butterfly Garden. 
· Educational topics included Ethno-Biology and Essential Oils (especially those mentioned in the Bible).
· In the Spring and Fall, additional plants were added, along with new mulch, to the Monarch Butterfly Garden.
· We continue using coffee mugs instead of single-use Styrofoam cups for the monthly Early Riser’s Breakfast.
· A dedicated team of four members continues to water and support our two Sycamore Moon Trees dedicated in April 2022.  As a result of drought conditions, the Moon trees were watered every two weeks May through November.  
· Concrete bases with Moon Tree plaques were installed at each of the Moon Trees and were dedicated on July 20, in conjunction with our annual Lunar Communion celebration.
· Updated and revised our WPC Earth Care webpage.
· Recycled the batteries from the paper towel dispensers.
· The Earth Care team refilled the Food Pantry daily for the month of September.
· 107 solar panels on the sanctuary roof are providing ~25% of WPC’s power.
Events
· Continued the new themed Garden Sharing which fits better with our Earth Care interests and mission to share God's bountiful harvest, anything from the green earth, with others.  The Garden Sharing table continues to align on second Sunday dates with the Early Riser’s Breakfast.  
· On Jan 25th, members of the Earth Care team traveled to Hammond LA (where our former pastor is serving as interim) to give a presentation on becoming an Earth Care congregation.
· On March 4th, one of our members gave a zoom presentation on the Eastern Bluebird for 58 watchers, as part of the Texas Master Naturalist Speaker Program.
· On April 12th, held a guided nature stroll for youth/families and another for adults along Exploration Green to look at birds and plants along the pathway.  There were 20 adults and youth participating.  We identified 24 bird species and held the first Earth Care Springtime Roly Poly Count (the baseline count was 125).
· Held a Pollinator container garden Workshop and a talk about native plants on April 5th. This had great attendance with about 30 people.  All took home potted plants and learned about supporting our butterflies and bees.  
· For the Earth Day service, on April 27st an Earth Care themed liturgy was planned by a team member.  Butterfly crafts were handed to the children during the Children’s Sermon.
· After the Earth Day service, the team coordinated a vegetarian luncheon and had a guest speaker talk about Monarch butterflies during the lunch.  More than 50 people attended the luncheon and program.  Children were given additional butterfly craft supplies to take home.  Adults did seek/find and crossword puzzles focused on monarch butterflies.
· Held a kayaking and outdoor luncheon at Bay Area Park on May 10th with 19 kayakers and several more joining for lunch and cookies.
· On June 20th, the Earth Care team invited the congregation to watch the movie ”My Octopus Teacher”  About  15 people attended, including families staying at the church as part of the Family Promise ministry.  Team members attended a screening of the TV series “Chasing the Tide” at as a possibility for Movie Night at WPC in 2026 and to learn about that TX coastline project
· On Nov 8 one of our members presented a program on Butterfly and Pollinator Gardening for Eco Fest in League City. There were 20 in attendance including one of our members.
· Held our 5th annual Fall Family Camping Trip on Nov. 14 - 16 at Huntsville State Park with 20 campers covering six camp sites and six more attending on Saturday/Sunday.  We bird watched, hiked, kayaked, made leaf paintings, rode bikes, enjoyed a campfire and s’mores, and finished the weekend with an Earth Care worship service on Sunday morning.
