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Rev. G. Todd Williams, Interim Senior Pastor



To the Session of Webster Presbyterian Church,

Greetings in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!  As I start my third month as your Interim, I continue to learn new things almost daily!

While I have slowed on cleaning the closets in the office and other buildings, I have worked on cleaning carpets, cleaning windows, and, focusing on making the Family Room / Parlor, a cleaner and more welcoming area.  

A focus on creating a safer campus has also been on my list of priorities.  Replacing burnt out lighting outside, has helped us to discover the need for some electrical work, and, working with several folks, have learned about the history of many of the buildings, and what the thought was when they were built (as far as lighting, and safety).

We have had a person(s) making their way to different parts of the church and discovered someone had changed the doorknob on a closet, replacing it with an actual lock, and creating a space to sleep and store items.  We are now checking all areas at the end of each business day, and the local police department has been notified.  They have agreed to do a closer check of the facility while on patrol, and I have requested that we now keep a row of lights on in the office, and a few other places within the church, so that police and others can easily look inside the church to see if there is any activity.

In the office, our Administrative Assistant, Elizabeth, was out for nearly three weeks for surgery and recovery.  She plans to be out again in the coming weeks as another surgery and recovery period will be needed.  Michael Cooper, who has filled in during previous times that Elizabeth has been absent, filled in for her and helped with many projects, including the reformatting and design for the bulletin, as well as, helping to make some changes in the office that were needed.

Worship continues to be a source of strength for me as well as a place where we seem to celebrate all that God is doing.  Glenn and Geri continue to move us all with their leadership and choices of music.  The Cantata and all the worship services during Advent brought together our community in such a wonderful and meaningful way.

I have been especially grateful for the folks who took upon themselves to update our directory, refreshing the photos of members by taking new ones, and ensuring that information about each member is up to date and correct.  

While I wish that I could say that everything has been part of a wonderful journey, I have also been reminded that sometimes change is hard for others.  I have had to seek assistance from our Presbyter on a few items, mostly when dealing with an elder.  As far back as 1788, Presbyterians recognized that “there are truths and forms with respect to which men (people) of good character and principles may differ” and that we then need to exercise “mutual forbearance” (F-3.0105). Disagreement is not a bad thing when it is expressed in ways that do not disturb the “peace, unity, and purity of the church” (W-4.4003g).

While I am not currently bringing forward the name of this person, or a complete outline of what has been going on in the background, I want the Session to be aware that in the daily workings of this church, there is an elder that continues to make calls, sewing dissent, and causing the “peace, unity, and purity of the church” to be disrupted.  While I am hoping that this person will end this disruptive and destructive behaviour, I am not beyond bringing this more to light and seeking to ask the Session to assist.  While my role is that of an Interim, I am serving as the Pastor of this church, and as such, the well-being of the congregation remains an important part of that role.  

Towards the future…
I am looking forward to Lent, with Glenn already suggesting a series of musical selections that will enhance our worship while I will be focused on creating sermons the build upon this experience.

Several projects continue to be the focus of many, including bringing our worship into a “Live Stream” situation.  I am focused on updating our social media presence, while focusing on ways to build attendance, both in person and online.  

I am especially grateful for all those who were tasked with making budget requests that were and are supportive of the church, while also remaining within boundaries that affirm the ministries of the church.

In June, I plan to help with a mission entitled “H.O.P.E.” (Helping Other People Everywhere) Eleven years ago, Rev. Madella Williams and I created this week-long mission opportunity for young people.  Since our youth numbers were continuing to remain low, we created an opportunity for local youth to have a mission experience.  We picked projects that we could do on a local level, with a different project each day.  This year I would like to invite the youth from WPC to join in this event, making this an ecumenical event, but also, one that brings the youth of our  churches closer together, making them realize that there are other youth in the area (Madella pastors Taylor Lake Christian Church (DOC) where I am a member to keep my standing as a DOC Pastor).  I hope to have information finalized with her this next week to share with our youth to see if they would be interested in joining in.

I continue to realize that serving WPC at this time in my life is a wonderful blessing, offering learning opportunities, while getting to know some amazing people.  

I am hoping to take Memorial Day Weekend off from the pulpit, as my family will be flying in, offering an opportunity for my son and his wife, to meet my daughter’s fiancé and his two children prior to their wedding in November.

In the meantime, I remain thankful to be serving this community.

Stay in God’s grip!
Todd

Rev. G. Todd Williams, MDiv., APC
Interim Senior Minister
Webster Presbyterian Church

Please find attached the report to the Session by Parish Associate Minister Kathy Sebring:

Webster Presbyterian Church
Session Meeting – Parish Associate Report
January 27, 2025
Parish Associate, Rev. Kathy Sebring, Reporting

Activities Report:

1. Care for members and friends of congregation:  Significant support for Paul Harano, Bob Hill, Liz Guyer, Beth Frohme, Jackie Hart, Sherry Straight, Nancy Mobius, Missy Rorrer
2. Birthday Cards – 42 for December and January (2 returned wrong address)
3. Funerals: Kim Harano
4. Bereavement: 
Follow-up: John Bissell/Emily; David/Jane Cook; Roemehl/John Dewey; Ken, Katherine, Kim/Brenda Emery; Paul & Sarah/Kim Harano; Lesli Hurt/Cleo Jones; Joann/David Letson; Tim/Jeanie Murray; Jackie Hart/ Betty Perryman; LuAnn Ash.
5. Longest Night Healing Service December 20
6. Assisted with Christmas Eve Service – December 24
7. Meetings – Kim Kinzler (Deacon Coordination); Ann Waehner 
8. Office drop in meetings – concerning social services, personal concerns.
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