WPC Earth Care 2024 Annual Report
Re-certification
WPC is applying for re-certification as a Presbyterian Earth Care church for the 8th consecutive year.  
Stewardship
· The Earth Care team members:
· meet monthly to discuss plans, share an educational item, and fellowship together at a member's home or via zoom,
· regularly collect the recyclable paper from the sanctuary and the office, and
· water and maintain the Butterfly Garden. 
· In the Spring and Fall additional plants were added along with new mulch to the Monarch Butterfly Garden.
· We continue using coffee mugs instead of single-use Styrofoam cups for the monthly Early Riser’s Breakfast.
· A dedicated team of four members continues to water and support our two Sycamore Moon Trees dedicated in April 2022.
· Updated and revised our WPC Earth Care webpage.
· Installed occupancy light switches in the Janitorial Closet and storage closet off the meeting room with Auto-On motion detection and 30-minute time-out.
· We replaced three more paper towel dispensers which use recycled paper.  The campus has ten new dispensers and is transitioning others as working down our existing inventory.
· A team member recycled the fluorescent light tubes from LED lighting fixture replacements.
· The Earth Care team refilled the Food Pantry daily for the month of September.
· Our 107 solar panels on the sanctuary roof are providing ~25% of WPC’s power.
· 30% of energy wasted from HVACs is due to occupant behavior.  Working with Campus Management installed five new thermostats in the sanctuary and two more in Boutin Hall.  The new thermostats can give us potentially a 10% energy savings.  WPC has 16 HVAC systems.    
· Buckeye Supply notified us that we are using eco-friendly toilet paper that is 100% recycled and has a two-part core that uses 25% less material.  We do not need to replace our dispensers to use recycled toilet paper products through our current paper supplier.
Events
· Continued the new themed Garden Sharing which fits better with our Earth Care interests and mission to share God's bountiful harvest, anything from the green earth, with others.  The Garden Sharing table continues to align on second Sunday dates with the Early Riser’s Breakfast.  
· On March 16th, held a talk by a speaker about Exploration Green at the Java Owl Coffee Shop followed by a guided nature stroll for youth and another for adults along Exploration Green to look at birds and plants along the pathway.  There were 20 adults and youth participating.  
· Held a kayaking and outdoor luncheon at Bay Area Park on March 30th with ten kayakers and seven more joining for lunch and cookies.
· A team member made presentations about what is Earth Care for our WPC Men’s group and at an Interfaith Ministries Meeting on April 04.  This is to see about other congregations that have similar Earth/Creation Care organisations within their churches.  
· For the Earth Day service, on April 21st an Earth Care themed liturgy was planned by a team member.
· After the Earth Day service, the team coordinated a vegetarian luncheon and Solar Panel Party and had a guest speaker from Houston Zoo.  More than 60 people attended the luncheon and program about the Attwater’s Prairie Chicken.  Watched a short film “Little Grouse on the Prairie” and learned about the partnership between Johnson Space Center and the zoo to provide habitat for the birds to breed. 
· Held a Pollinator container garden Workshop on April 27th. This had great attendance with 34 people.  We had a great speaker from the Native Plant Society, and all took home potted plants and learned about supporting our butterflies and bees.
· In February and August, the Earth Care team invited the congregation to watch the following movies, respectively: David Attenbourgh’s narrated “A life on Our Planet” and “WALL_E.”  We averaged about 20 people at the movies. 
· Fall Family Camping Trip on Nov. 15-17 at Lake Somerville State Park with nine families covering six camp sites and more attending on Saturday for a total of 27 people over the weekend enjoying a campfire and S’mores.  In addition, we sang songs, bird watched, hiked, and rode bikes.
· Three team members participated in the annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count on Dec. 21 at Exploration Green (i.e. ph 1-3) where our group identified 72 bird species.
