WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – Jan. 18, 2024
When: 7:00PM at Kim Kinzler’s house and via Zoom
Attendees: Cathy Black (Zoom), Anya Ezhevskaya, Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Phyllis Koenig (Zoom), Joe and Jeanette Schwarz, Don Willoughby, and Jean Zophy
Ralph opened with a prayer.

Sharing/Other:
There will be a Mission Retreat on Saturday, January 20.  All mission teams are invited.  Everyone on the Earth Care team is invited to attend. It will be an opportunity to see what the various mission teams in the church are doing and where our ideas and efforts might be combined.
Mission of Yahweh – On hold until hear back from them.
Frontier Box – Brenda has a contact with the League City Beautification Campaign on how to paint the utility boxes.  We could possibly plan this project for the spring and consider ways to get the congregation involved.
Native plant sales:                                                                                                                                                        1) Native Plant Society (NPSOT) at UHCL EIH: April 05 and 06                                                                             2) Galveston County Master Gardeners: TBA 
Joe is looking into the costs for a compositing service for our church.
WPC Vision Statement and Team alignment:
· The team considered writing an Earth Care vision statement, but Joe recommended using the Presbytery Earth Care Pledge as our guiding vision statement.
· Earth Care team to stay aligned under the Mission team, and not move to Fellowship or Campus Management.
Earth Day Celebration Event Planning
· Exploration Green: Guided Nature Walk:  Two guided tours: a slower family with children option and an adults tour starting around 9:30 on March 16 by Ralph.
With Anthea Guest talk before the walk at the Java Owl at 8:30 by Anya.
· Kayaking: Bay Area Park on April 06, or March 09, else 30. Lead?
· McWhirter plant workshop: Plant workshop for Makers Eve event TBA; Brenda coordinating with Judy Brown.
· Liturgy for Earth Day service, April 21, planning by Jean.
· Earth Day Celebration: On April 21, with a vegetarian luncheon and Solar Panel Party, with a guest speaker coordinated by Brenda and Anya.
· WPC Pollinator workshop with speaker:  April 27 by Brenda and Phyllis.
Other 2024 plans:
· Fall camping trip in Oct/Nov.
WPC Green Items
On-going activities:
· Solar Panels: Joe is still working to get the dashboard communication issues resolved with Covenant Solar.  Ed Tobia is looking into a new power contract.  Let’s see about a Solar Panel party with Earth Day!
· Replacing key light switches with occupancy motion switches:  Ralph Installed new motion activated switches in the janitorial closet and storage closet off the meeting room.
· Use of recycled paper: James, Joe and Ralph installed three new paper towel dispensers which use recycled paper.  The campus is transitioning to replace others as working down our existing inventory.
· Smart Thermostats:  Don proposed new thermostats which can give use potentially a 10% savings.  WPC has 16 HVAC systems.  Don thinks best to start with the sanctuary being careful maintaining temperature and humidity within range.  Fellowship Hall is projected second.
· Campus Management is changing Incandescent and Fluorescent tubes with LEDS.  Ralph recycled fluorescent tubes at Stella Roberts Pearland Recycling Center.
· Rain Barrels: Let’s consider re-painting the rain barrel by the sanctuary.
New Activities to investigate:
· Plastic Bag recycling:  Coordinating with a Mission led activity to make mats for Homeless People from recycled plastic bags after a church breakfast.
· Review LEED certification to learn new ideas.  However, we can investigate the five main areas of certification and see if can find new ideas. 
https://www.usgbc.org/tools/leed-certification/commercial
· Once received to follow-up of findings from the second energy audit with Colby May.
Movie Night:
· Movie title is TBA for Friday, Feb. 23 at 7PM.
· Not much interest to see “Migration” the movie in theatres.
Garden Sharing (second Sunday dates with Early Riser Breakfast) 

Feb. 11 – Kim
March 10 – Debbie

Budget: 
Requested $400 for 2024 budget.  In 2023 we used $432.13 out of our $450 budget.  

Education Item:
Brenda displayed her wonderful array of Brazil bird pictures.
Next Meeting
The next Earth Care meeting is Friday, Feb. 09 at Anya’s home but changed from 7PM to 5PM, with the option to join by Zoom.
Future Educational Items
February – Jean Zophy
March - Phyllis

Recycling Schedule (Changing back to monthly – also picking up some recycling from Fellowship kitchen)

To inform Liz that it’s ok to recycle envelopes with windows as well as cardboard, but not shredded paper or similar cut strips from the paper cutter.  Also, forward to Liz the recycling scheduled for whom will be picking up each month.

January – Joe
February – Jean
March – Cathy
April - Anya

Watering Schedule
· Add cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month)
· Week 1 – Kim  (Team as backup)  
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Team is backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – The Allens (Anya is backup)

Jean closed the meeting with a prayer.
