WPC Earth Care 2023 Annual Report
Re-certification
WPC is applying for re-certification as a Presbyterian Earth Care church for the 7th consecutive year.  
Stewardship
· The Earth Care team members:
· meet monthly to discuss plans, share an educational item, and fellowship together at a member's home or via zoom with new microphone,
· regularly collect the recyclable paper from the sanctuary and the office, and
· water and maintain the Butterfly Garden. 
· In the Spring and Fall additional plants were added to the Monarch Butterfly Garden.
· A dedicated team of five members continues to water and support our two Sycamore Moon Trees dedicated in April, 2022.
· Updated and revised our WPC Earth Care webpage.
· We recycled the fluorescent light tubes from the office and CE building lighting fixture replacements.
· Installed occupancy light switches in office copy room and storge closet with Auto-On motion detection and 30-minute time-out.
· We continue using coffee mugs instead of single-use Styrofoam cups for the monthly Early Riser’s Breakfast.
· A collective of four team members created and were speakers presenting “WPC becoming an Earth Care Congregation” at the Presbyterian Women’s Organization on April 22nd.
· The Earth Care team refilled the Food Pantry daily for the month of September.
· Installed 107 solar panels on the sanctuary roof.  And on August 11th, the panels started providing ~25% of our WPC power.
· Contributed two auction baskets for the Mission Team Fundraiser and Talent Show on Nov. 17.
Events
· Continued the new themed Garden Sharing which fits better with our Earth Care interests and mission to share God's bountiful harvest, anything from the green earth, with others.  The Garden Sharing table continues to align on second Sunday dates with the Early Riser’s Breakfast.  
· Offered a “Pollinator Container Garden Workshop” held at McWhirter Elementary Maker Eve on March 23 from 4:30 to 6:00PM.  Participation was approximately 9 kids and 5 adults with 2 extras for the Librarian to hand-out latter.    
· Held a guided nature stroll along Exploration Green to look at birds and plants along the pathway on March 25th.  There were about 30 adults and youth participating.  
· Hosted an Earth Day Camping Trip at Lake Somerville Birch Creek State Park on March 31 to April 02.  There were 20 campers with 8 children, and some attending are friends of the church who have moved away.  Although people move around, it doesn't mean we cannot continue meeting and maintaining or rekindling friendships.  We made a campfire, sang songs, hiked, and rode bikes or kayaked around parts of the lake.
· Sold Earth Day signs on April 09 for $10 each to post in your yard.  
· For Earth Day 2023, the Earth Care team worked with Worship, Arts and Music (WAM) to prepare the service.
· After the Earth Day service, April 23rd, coordinated a vegetarian luncheon and had speaker University of Houston-Clear Lake professor Dr. Howard talk about "The Importance of Ecology" with 45 people attending the event. 
· Held a Pollinator container garden Workshop on May 06th. This had great attendance with ~30 people.  All took home potted plants and learned about supporting our butterflies and bees.
· In February, June and September, the Earth Care team invited the congregation to watch the following movies, respectively: “Wings over Water,” “2040 Regeneration” and “Flight of the Butterflies.”  We averaged about 20 people with the September movie. 
· Held a bike/hike outdoor luncheon at Lynn Gripon Park on Oct. 21st, with 6 bikers and 6 more joining for lunch.
· Two team members participated in the annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count on Dec. 16 at Exploration Green where our group identified a record 77 bird species.
