WPC Earth Care Team Minutes – January 20, 2023 
When:  Via Zoom at 6:00PM
Attendees: Anya Ezhevskaya, Brenda and Ralph Faxel, Kim Kinzler, Phyllis Koenig, and Debbie Masden

Ralph opened with a prayer.

Sharing/Other
· Submitted our 2022 annual report to session and to Presbytery for our annual recertification for the 6th year.
· Solar Panel Update – the design is still being completed for engineering approval with next steps submittal for permitting and interconnection approval with the utility company.
· Nassau Bay is dedicating four Moon Trees on Feb. 10th and 11th.  For details and to attend please register: https://www.nassaubay.com/711/Moon-Tree-Launch
· Anya informed us about a Taylor Lake Park “Walk on the Wild Sides” on Sunday Feb. 05th at 9AM to benefit Seabrook Intermediate School District’s Living Material Center of 60 different species: (http://www.lmcwalkonthewildside.org/?fbclid=IwAR2X9EEsQf2RYbIN8tJ6YUNlmDjainPZSJjygksOjVVHx6PR2sKRbvm20dc)
· Frontier Utility box update –   on hold till after Earth Day celebrations.
· Hold a Butterfly Garden workday to spruce up the bed and plants on Feb. 04th at 9:00 to 11AM. And we go see a movie later in the day...
· The Wild and Scenic Film Festival has not been scheduled for Houston, but Joe found a “Wings over Water” 43 minute film showing at Moody Gardens until March 10th.  Let’s plan to go on Feb. 04th at 3:35PM. Film summary:
https://wingsoverwaterfilm.com/about-the-film
The cost is $10 for Children/Seniors and $13 Adults.  To book online: https://tickets.moodygardens.com/webstore/shop/viewItems.aspx?cg=TI&c=ADMISSION  select Attractions and 3D Theatre  Feb. 04 “Wings over Water” at 3:25 PM.
· Follow-up with Joe and see if we want to continue in 2023 as a member of Presbyterians for Earth Care?

Earth Day Planning:
1) Hold a guided nature stroll along Exploration Green to look at birds and plants along the pathway on March 25th at 9AM with details to follow as organized by Ralph.  This date will be added to the WPC Pew Cards.  
2) The Earth Day campout date is March 31-April 02 at Lake Somerville Birch Creek State Park.  Tent camp reservation have been made for sites 39, 40, 46-48 with event details to follow by Anya.  This campout date will be added to the WPC Pew Cards.  RV camper will need to make their own reservation.  Post a constant contact to inform the RV’er of the campout dates.  

2) Cindy Howard talks about the importance of Ecology on April 23 with event details for follow by Brenda.  This speaking engagement will be added to the WPC Pew Cards.

3) Presbyterian Women’s Organization is looking for a speaker on April 22 at Pines Presbyterian Church.  Brenda to reply that a team of WPC Earth Care women are collectively interested for a short presentation.  Otherwise, we will pass this year..

4) On April 09 gather by our Sycamore Moon Trees after worship for a photo to recognize our first year of growth.  This celebration date will be added to the WPC Pew Cards.

5) Offer again a Pollinator workshop for our congregation on May 06 from 1:00 to 2:00PM currently working to also present at McWhirter elementary school (presenters need to fill-out online CCISD volunteer form for a background check) This event date will be added to the WPC Pew Cards.


6) Select past Earth Care meeting education presentations for Earth-Day presentations or to post presentation files for review by Kim, Brenda, and Debbie.

Budget: 
Earth Care 2023 budget request $450 from $300.  Now TBD by session at Jan. 24th meeting

Garden Sharing: 
With the freeze and holidays, we skipped Jan. 08th and have Garden Sharing (i.e. align with second Sunday dates with Early Riser’s Breakfast): 
Feb. 12th, March 12th, April 09th (Easter), May 14th (Mother’s Day).
These dates will be added to the WPC Pew Cards.  We are establishing a focal point for each month overseeing that we have tables set-up, with green tablecloths and Earth Care sign (i.e. items in the cabinet in the room between Bouton Hall and the Meeting room).

Garden Sharing Schedule
· Feb – Kim
· March – Debbie and Phyllis
· April - 
· May - 

Educational Item 
Phyllis led a fun “Did You Know” presentation.  She talked about useful indoor plants and outdoor plants that keep bugs away like Marigolds keeping aphids away.  How to make a toilet paper roll bird feeder.  And there is a type of mushroom that breaks down polyurethane.  I did not know that!     

Next Meetings
· Thursday, February 09, at 7:00PM via Zoom.  
Future Educational Items
· Feb – Jean
· March - Brenda

Recycling Schedule (back to monthly)
· Jan. – Faxels
· Feb – Jean
· March – Cathy

Watering Schedule
· Cover plants when having freezing conditions (i.e. particularly the hibiscus) 
· Schedule: (Note that Week 1 begins with the first Sunday of the month)
· Week 1 – Kim  (Team as backup)  
· Week 2 – Jean (Debbie is backup)
· Week 3 – The Faxels (Allens are backup)
· Week 4 – The Schwarzs (Phyllis is backup)
· Week 5 – Cathy (Anya is backup)

Team’s calendar look ahead:
	January: 
	1) Consider buying early-bird tickets for Wild & Scenic Film Festival held in Feb. 2023-TBD.
2) Check-in with RV campers about reserving RV sites for Earth Day Camping Trip.
3) Earth Care team annual report to session.

	February:
	Earth Care re-certification application to Presby by Feb. 15th.

	March:
	

	April:
	Earth Day presentations.  Spring Campout

	May:
	

	June:
	

	July: 
	

	August:
	1) Submit Earth Care budget for next year

	September
	1)  Fall workday – focus rain barrels

	October: 
	1) Discuss Earth Day Theme and Plans
2) Kayak trip

	November:
	Select Spring Campout location

	December:
	1) Christmas Bird count
2) Earth Care Christmas Party!



