January 17, 2022  In person Worship Arts Music committee  Session Notes

Present:  Keith. Diane Kane, Patty Eng, Dan Walker, India Allen, Jeannette Booher, Mary Lawrence, Glenn Foster, Geri Foster, Judy Ford.  Richard Kleiman was invited but was not able to come
Opened with a message about MLK jr,  and two theologians that influenced his concept of active non-violent resistance--Dietric Bonhoffer, Reinhold Neibuhr (author of the Serenity Prayer)  Where do we find the courage to make decisions about change or accept what is?

Suggested Agenda Items 

1. Kitty Marquardt shared her progress with the funeral policy/building use policy [from Mission Team].  Her first task has been to gather info and to put the Facilities Use policy into a PDF document that can be available on the internet. It needs to be more use friendly because the 4 pages includes 3 pages of Dos and Don'ts—not the vision of a welcoming church.  Session needs to decide are we serious about using the church campus as a mission asset. The rental rates charged cut out consideration by most groups.  Keith asked the group to investigate Richard Foster’s book Discipline of Faith and his organization Renovare 
Funeral order of service — videos/sound, Richard handles the services, is preparing a standard order of service.  Crowder Funeral Home in League City has agreed help process photo content for videography provided that they are working with the church staff (deacons) and they are provided photos in EITHER paper form or digital

2. Communion -Mary and Geri will work out how to serve the choir, possibly to have choir members coming out of the loft.  Suggestion: Joyful Noyz comes down to get communion from the servers, choir comes down side aisle out of the loft Serve with communion to go cups if choir is large
Keith will make a comment at the session meeting that as an elder you are required to do this as a responsibility that comes with the position.  Mary will prepare a rotation calendar which will be posted on the session page
Select dates for Communion 20223 will be voted on at January Session meeting next week List approved by common consent 

3. There was significant discussion of the Order of Service — Consider the details - the order of service, postlude — people leave, such as sitting/standing, pacing/sermon length (make it a lot shorter! use easier words, etc. — only critique on Keith), postlude, the sacrament, etc.
Only the following items were agreed upon without further discussion, there will be worship retreat sometime in February to hash out the rest.

We are not going to get people to give up the getting out of their seats and wandering during the  Passing of the peace.  In an effort to reign this end.  
Choir sings to end the passing of the Peace and have children come to chancel, children’s liturgist says please come forward  “As the adults find their seats, the children may come down to the chancel”
Talent sheet—volunteer needs for sustainable worship  Include in bulletin 4 weeks in a row  Speak about it from the pulpit, and at congressional meeting
BUDGET—pledging is down but there are AV issues that have become critical and may 
require creative financing outside the budget  WAM did not include these repairs in the budget
4. Sound in the sanctuary—people cannot hear in many areas of the sanctuary, we are dealing with old tech 

5. Organ repair in 2023 — let’s get ‘er done  (Get an updated bid—January 4  didn’t line up with what we had seen before)

How to fund the av scholars and choral scholars through on-going endowment or legacy giving

 SETUP A SATURDAY RETREAT TO CLARIFY WORSHIP PLANNING FOR 2023 (work around Feb 13th-Choir retreat)


Closing Prayer by Dan Walker 9:05  Go home in sweet peace...

