WPC Earth Care 2022 Annual Report
Re-certification
WPC is applying for re-certification as a Presbyterian Earth Care church for the 6th consecutive year.  
Stewardship
· The Earth Care team members regularly:
· collect the recyclable paper from the sanctuary and the office, and
· water and maintain the Butterfly Garden. 
· In the Fall additional plants were added to the Butterfly Garden. 
· In the Fall upgraded a Rain Barrel foundation with brick pavers on a sandy base.
· On the WPC Earth Care webpage, updating the Bay Area Recycling Resource Spreadsheet as a guide to the locations where many different materials can be taken to be recycled.
· We recycled the metal and the fluorescent light tubes from the office and CE building lighting fixture replacements, and cardboard boxes from the ICM Christmas store gifts.
· We continue using coffee mugs instead of single-use Styrofoam cups for the monthly Early Riser’s Breakfast.
· Session approved installing Solar Panels and May 02 signed a contract with Covenant Solar.  The Jan. 20 2023 update: the design is still being completed for engineering approval with next steps submittal for permitting and interconnection approval with the utility company.
· In the Fall installed bathroom occupancy light switches in the C.E. Wing and sanctuary with Auto-On motion detection and 30-minute time-out.
Events
· In March, July and September, the Earth Care team invited the congregation to watch the following movies, respectively: “Kiss the Ground,” “Biggest Little Farm,” and “Deep in the Heart.”  We averaged about 20 people with the September movie night having the best turn-out of 30 people. 
· Organized, purchased (i.e. with designated funds), and hosted the Moon Tree Dedication on April 03.  The two Sycamore Moon Trees were dedicated after the church service with a program and video presented by guest speaker, Rosemary Roosa, daughter of Apollo 14 Astronaut Stu Roosa.  The congregation enjoyed the speaker and being part of planting these trees with their space program association. A dedicated team of five members watered weekly the trees June to November.
· Held a Pollinator container garden Workshop on April 09. This had great attendance with 32 people.  All took home potted plants and learned about supporting our butterflies and bees.
· Sold Earth Day signs on April 10th for $10 each to post in your yard.  
· Offered a Zoom talk on Houston Native Plants held on April 21 with 26 people registering for the event. Rowena McDermid was the guest speaker.  She is with the Environmental Institute of Houston at the University of Houston-Clear Lake.
· Hosted an Earth Day Weekend Camping Trip at Stephen F. Austin on April 22-24. 9 people attended and we observed two hawk nests each with chicks.
· For Earth Day 2022, the Earth Care team worked with WAM to prepare the service.
· After the COVID hiatus, we changed Sharing Table from being a general drop for ICM/Good Will items into a refocused and renamed Garden Sharing.  This new theme fits better with our Earth Care interests and mission to share God's bountiful harvest, anything from the green earth, with others.  The Garden Sharing was restarted in October and continues to align second Sunday `dates with the Early Riser’s Breakfast.  
· Held a kayaking and outdoor luncheon at Bay Area Park on Oct. 22, with 9 kayakers and 4 more joining for lunch.
· Four team members participated in the annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count on Dec. 17 at Exploration Green where our group identified a record 71 bird species.
