
The Mission Team presents the following omnibus motion for approval by Session:

The Mission team presents this omnibus motion to include the following mission fund-raising activities for approval:
McWhirter 
Food Drives – Assist with local hunger relief within our community by participating in conjunction with McWhirter to help supplement over 100 families during Spring Break (February) and Thanksgiving Break (October).  
Back to School supplies – funds will be raised starting in May to assist in providing school supplies to children at McWhirter. 
“Gifts of Joy” – funds raised will purchase gifts for McWhirter Elementary and Brookside Intermediate students whose families are unable to provide holiday gifts.  Fund drive begins in November and ends December.  

PC(USA) Special offerings:
One Great Hour Sharing special offering collected in April 
Pentecost special offering collected in May.  WPC will keep 40% of the funds donated and the balance will be remitted to PC(USA)
Peace and Global Witness Offering – a PC(USA) special offering collected on World Communion Sunday (October).  WPC will keep 25% of the funds donated and distribute those to PC(USA) mission partners working in Peru; the balance to be remitted to PC(USA).
Joy Offering – a PC(USA) special offering, collected on Christmas Eve and remitted to PC(USA)

Seafarers Gift Boxes – WPC members fill shoeboxes with personal items and non-perishable gifts for seafarers traveling through the Port of Houston during the holidays.  This year’s effort begins in mid-September and culminates in a “Blessing of the Boxes” on October 10.

ICM 
Food drive – the congregation will be asked to bring non-perishable food items in June to stock the Interfaith Caring Ministries food pantry, as families with school aged children will not have school lunch program during the summer.
Christmas Store – WPC provides the space and volunteer opportunities for WPC members to participate in this long-standing event with Interfaith Caring Ministries, during the first/second week of December.  No fund drive is anticipated; however, the congregation will be solicited to provide unwrapped gifts.
Change for Change
The Mission Team requests continuation of the monthly fund drive “Change for Change” on the 3rd Sunday of each month.  This fundraiser provides funds to support local hunger relief projects, including WPC’s Little Free Food Pantry.
Community Assistance
The Mission Team requests periodic fund drives within the congregation to provide funding for the Community Assistance and the WPC Member Assistance accounts.  As these funds are disbursed, the congregation will be solicited for additional funds via Constant Contact and announcements from the pulpit.
These funds are intended to augment the annual benevolence budget of the congregation.
Rationale:  
Background:    During the year the Mission Team has many mission projects that include a fund-raising component.  All the fund-raising activities identified in this motion have been approved by the Mission team.  These fund-raising opportunities are long standing activities that WPC has participated in and that Session has approved in the past. 
Mission Team has put forth the motion above and requests Session approval for fund-raising activities for the remainder of the 2023 calendar year.    



