WPC Earth Care 2021 Report
Re-certification
WPC has been re-certified as a Presbyterian Earth Care church for the 5th consecutive year.  This is an important milestone as we no longer must certify by achieving points, but now only by submitting an activity report.    
Stewardship
· The Earth Care team members regularly:
· collect the recyclable paper from the sanctuary and the office, and
· water and maintain the Butterfly Garden. 
· In the Springtime additional plants were added to the Butterfly Garden. 
· We continue to encourage the congregation to use paperless service through a tablet or phone to read the worship bulletin, so that the church can reduce paper usage.
· Monthly since February, the Earth Care team contributed articles in our monthly WPC newsletter suggesting tips on being good stewards of our earth. These suggestions are put out by Creation Justice Ministries, which works in cooperation with 38 national faith bodies, including PCUSA, to protect and restore God’s creation. 
· In January through March, an Earth Care team member held a community book club discussing the book Climate Change, Climate World by Jim Antal, meeting each week for nine weeks.  There was normally about 15 people, with participants from the New Covenant Presbytery, as well as Minnesota and North Carolina.  The author, Jim Antal joined the group on April 10th and answered questions. 
· On the WPC Earth Care webpage, added a Bay Area Recycling Resource Spreadsheet as a guide to the locations where many different materials can be taken to be recycled.
· We recycled the metal and the fluorescent light tubes from the office and CE building lighting fixture replacements.
· We are continuing to explore options for solar panel installations to provide a portion of the power for the sanctuary and campus buildings.
Events
· In January an Earth Care team member held a meeting of the Earth Care Congregations Network.  This network includes members from WPC, The Woodlands, St. Philip, Atascocita, and Servant Savior Presbyterian churches.
· In January our team participated in the virtual Wild and Scenic Film Festival.  We discussed later the movies at our following Earth Care meeting.
· The April meeting of the Earth Care Congregations Network was led by an Earth Care team member.
· In April, the Earth Care team invited the congregation to watch the movie “Kiss the Ground.”  The movie was made available free of charge for several days by Interfaith Power and Light.
· For Earth Day 2021, the Earth Care team wrote the liturgy, gave a minute for mission, streamed nature photos during prelude and postlude and produced a video called “Caring for Creation.”
· Held a kayaking and outdoor luncheon at Bay Area Park on Oct. 23, with nine kayakers and 18 joining for lunch.
· Four team members participated in the annual Christmas Bird Count on Dec. 18, at Exploration Green where our group identified 32 bird species.
